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Calendar 

After Hours  
Tuesday, February 8  
Pink Ultra Lounge, Seattle 
5:30 PM - 7:30 PM 
Chance to win a Door Prize 
donated by Bee Bookkeeping 
& Income Tax Services 
valued at over $200. 
Click here to register 
 
  
WBO Luncheon 
Thursday, February 24   
Washington Athletic Club, 
Seattle  
11:30 AM - 1:30 PM 
Maria Ross, Red Slice LLC  
Reboot + Reframe: How a 
Freak Brain Aneurysm Flipped 
My Entrepreneurial Switch 
Click here to register 
 
Educational Brown Bag 
Workshop  
Wednesday, March 2  
Location and Speaker TBA 
12:00 PM - 1:00 PM 
 
  

Have something to 
contribute?  

Report your news here 
Click here to check The Wire's 

Dear Member, 
  
As mentioned in January's WIRE, your Board met for its 
annual retreat and starting working on the goals for this 
year, which include revamping and adding exciting new 
programs to educate and energize you, help you make 
more contacts, and help you run better businesses.  
 
We have already set in motion modifications to our 
structured networking at our most recent luncheon by 
bringing back a members' only feature that offers every 
member in attendance with the opportunity to stand, 
introduce herself to the group and say 5 words that best 
describe her business. We received positive feedback 
regarding this feature and will continue providing this 
networking opportunity to our members while improving 
the process at each subsequent luncheon. This change to 
our networking structure is in addition to the open 
networking that is already scheduled from 11:30 AM to 
12:00 PM at every luncheon and the table networking we 
have always provided. 
 
An exciting new program that we are putting in place is 
Business Education Workshops. These workshops are 
planned to be held over the lunch hour once every other 
month starting Wednesday, March 2nd. They are 
designed to assist our members in gaining knowledge to 
run their business better. These workshops are provided 
by Women Business Owners at no cost to members and 
are presented by our own members.  
 
  
Another task we are working on is the creation of a new 
website for Women Business Owners. We have reached 
out to our members that are in the web development 
business and asked them to provide us with a bid for the 
website. We received 4 bids in total, which we reviewed 
during the Board retreat, and we are excited to say that 
we selected DVPro as the winning bidder. We are already 
in the process of creating the website and adding as many 
member-enhancing features as possible.  
 
As you can see, we have a few projects in the works to 
help us accomplish our goals of energizing you, helping 
you make more contacts, and help you run a better 
business. I encourage everyone to do their part to grow 



news reporting guidelines. 
  

their community, network, and knowledge by attending as 
many functions as reasonably possible and to get involved 
with the organization. Your next opportunity is the After 
Hours event in Seattle next Tuesday evening at PNK 
Restaurant and Ultra Lounge at Pacific Place. I will be 
there, and I hope to see many of you there as well. 
 
  
Best Regards,  

  

Jessica Adair    
2011 President, Women Business Owners 
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What's New 

WBO Business Education Workshops 
Offered once every other month starting on March 2, 
2011, our educational brown bag lunches will provide a 
setting for top-notch education presented by our own 
WBO members in many aspects of running a business. 
   
Donate a door prize for great PR!  
If you donate an item or service to be one of our door 
prizes, your business will be mentioned in the Wire, at the 
luncheon podium, and on our website!  To take advantage 
of this great opportunity contact Yvonne Gitchel by the 1st 
of the month that you wish to donate. 
  
Tell your friends about Women Business Owners!  
Be sure to share your association with Women Business 
Owners with your friends, acquaintances, clients and 
fellow business owners.  Remember, if you bring a guest 
to one of our monthly luncheon meetings, you will be 
entered into a drawing at the luncheon for a great door 
prize.  We are starting a grass roots campaign to expand 
our membership, utilizing social media as one of the major 
tools.  Be a part of the future of Women Business Owners 
by bringing awareness of our organization to the business 
community around you!  Encourage everyone you do 
business with to go to our Facebook Fan Page and "Like" 
us! 
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From the Members 

Equinox Business Law Group is moving its offices on 
February 1.  We'll still be in Bellevue but with easier 
access and parking.  Our new contact information can be 
found on our website.  
  
Seattle University's Entrepreneurship Center is looking 
for business owners to participate in its Undergraduate 



Student Consulting Services (Small Business Institute). A 
team of undergraduate business students will consult with 
the owner of the business to do an overall analysis to 
develop a business plan. Students need access to prior 
financials such as the P&L statements and balance 
sheets. This is a ten-week project which coincides with the 
academic quarter. For more information, including how to 
apply, please go to the Albers School of Business 
website. 
 
Arden Clise, Clise Etiquette, has a new weekly radio 
show! She shares business etiquette tips on the show, 
which airs on Monday mornings at 6:42 and 8:42 AM on 
KSER, 90.7. If you can't get the radio station on air you 
can stream it live at www.kser.org. 
 
Host a VALENTINE'S DAY "BASKET" for one of our 
1200 children in the YWCA E. Cherry Region!  
We want to help every kid in our program enjoy the 
normalities of childhood whether they are homeless, 
fleeing domestic violence, or in transition. One way we try 
to do that is by helping them celebrate all the normal 
holidays with their peers, like Valentine's Day. To host, we 
ask that you donate a big box of 36 Valentine cards for the 
children to hand out at school, and a big bag of  
Valentines candy (the hearts with sayings on them) in the 
little individual boxes (a big bag with 36 boxes or close to 
it) so they may hand out candy during their class party, 
just like every other student!!  (No actual basket, that is 
just what they are calling it).  
We are taking donations until Friday, Feb. 11th, at noon, 
at which time we will be handing them out to the kids in 
the programs.  Consider sponsoring one child, or getting a 
group together and sponsoring 10... every little give helps! 
Click here for directions. 
   
Wells Fargo Advisors invites you to join us on February 
23, 2011 at Benaroya Hall for an evening of celebration 
and entertainment as we honor the achievements of three 
inspiring citizens whose second half of life has taken on a 
completely different purpose after the age of 50: our 
Second-Half Champions honorees. The evening will 
feature our three Washington honorees and Mike 
Rayburn, one of the funniest and most unique entertainers 
you've ever seen. Contact Yvonne Hall or Connie 
Greenwood for complimentary tickets or additional 
information. 
 
Kristi A. Mandt, CFP and President of Millikin Mandt 
Associates, Inc has been awarded the ACCREDITED 
INVESTMENT FIDUCIARY designation from the Center 
for Fiduciary Studies. The AIF designation signifies 
training in fiduciary responsibility and an examination. A 
fiduciary is someone who is managing the assets of 
another person and stands in a special relationship of 
trust, confidence, and/or legal responsibility. A fiduciary is 
required by law to always act in the best interests of their 
client, beneficiary, or retirement plan participant. 
 
The Northwest Womens Show is quickly approching -



 March 4th through 6th, 2011. Within the show is an 
amazing opportunity to network, called Total 
Networking. WBO has a great opportunity to have a table 
there, and promote who we are. What we are looking for 
are people that are willing to come to network! There will 
be drawings of more than $2000 worth of experiences and 
stuff to give out - and ticket prices reduced to just 
$39. They will have in-depth facilitated networking, and 
pre-networking in areas based on interests, and wine, 
food, SWAG bags, and more. There should be 300 or so 
attendees. Click here to register and use the 'drop down" 
list to say that WBO sent you! 
 
Stacey L. Romberg, a local Seattle attorney and WBO 
member, is proud to be named again by Seattle Magazine 
a "2011 Five Star Wealth Manager" for her estate planning 
services. You can find more information about Stacey's 
estate planning services on her website. Stacey also 
represents clients in the areas of small business law and 
probate. 
 
The Small Business Administration is launching a new, 
streamlined program for women-owned small businesses 
on February 4th that will make it easy to do business with 
the federal government. Annie Searle from ASA Risk 
Consultants is on her way to Washington D.C. the 
following week, to meet with agencies as well as larger 
prime contractors to discuss subcontractor 
opportunities. She'll be happy to share what she learns 
from those meetings. 
 
Swink Style Bar announces the opening of it's second 
location at University Village early this spring! 
Seattle's first "blow dry bar" offers no muss, no fuss, no 
cuts, no color-just gorgeous blow outs and fabulous 
styles! "We are excited to announce the addition of Swink 
Style Bar to University Village. We know it will be a great 
fit with our other quality retailers. We work hard to offer 
new and innovative businesses to our discerning 
customers and are excited to work with this original and 
rapidly growing local company," said Susie Plummer, 
University Village General Manager. 
  
WBO Member Sandy Wood, of GHB Insurance, has 
recently been informed that in Washington State children 
under 19 are now only allowed to enroll for individual 
coverage during specific times. This includes two open 
enrollment periods and a list of other special times 
throughout the year. Open enrollment periods will be from 
March 15 - April 30 and from September 15 - October 31. 
Enrollments outside these dates will only be allowed at 
special times, including the birth or adoption of a child, 
loss of state coverage, loss due to a divorce, loss of 
employer-sponsored coverage, or moving from one area 
to another where their current plan is not available.  
 
The ACRS Food Bank is collecting food at the March 
WBO monthly luncheon. Please consider bringing 
unopened bags of rice, ramen or other foods for the food 
drive. The ACRS Food Bank is the second most-used 



food bank in King County, serving nearly 5,000 
unduplicated individuals who collectively make more than 
100,000 visits each year. It is the only food bank in 
Washington State that regularly distributes foods for Asian 
and Pacific Islander diets, including rice, ramen, tofu and 
Asian produce. Please also join us on June 18th at 
Seward Park in Seattle for the 21st Annual Walk for Rice 
to raise money and awareness for our food bank. For 
more information about our food bank or the walk, please 
email events@acrs.org or call 206-774-2404.  
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Get Involved 

COME HELP BUILD WBO'S NEWEST COMMITTEE!  
The Education and Mentorship Committee is looking for 
volunteers to create new, and assist existing, Business 
Building Groups, as well as to coordinate our educational 
workshops for the coming year. Your involvement in this 
Committee will allow you to help other WBO members 
expand their networking opportunities while also 
expanding your own.  If you are interested, contact Sarah 
Turner. 
   
LOOKING FOR COACHES & FACILITATORS 
FOR BUSINESS BUILDING GROUPS 
Are you a professional facilitator or business coach?  
Would you like to be included in our resource packet for 
the Business Building Groups?  If so, please contact 
Sarah Turner. 
  
LOOKING FOR SPEAKERS 
The Program Committee is seeking luncheon speakers for 
2011.  A speaker criteria form is posted on the Women 
Business Owners website. If you know someone who you 
think would make a great luncheon speaker, please send 
an email to contact Marie Gallanar, Program Chair.  
 
NOMINATIONS ARE NOW OPEN FOR THE 2011 
NELLIE CASHMAN WOMAN BUSINESS OWNER OF 
THE YEAR AWARD! 
Candidates for the Nellie Cashman Business Owner of the 
Year Award are judged based on their entrepreneurial 
spirit, ethics and community spirit, financial management 
skill, and the difficulty and risk they have endured to 
achieve their success. Contact Barbara Bollinger to 
nominate your candidate. 
 
CALLING ALL VOLUNTEERS! 
Interested in volunteering to be on a committee or to help 
at the event?  Let us know. Speak to any board member 
or send an e-mail to Yvonne Gitchel. 
  
WOMEN BUSINESS OWNERS ON LINKEDIN    
We invite you to check out our our Women Business 
Owners group on LinkedIn.  With our events listings, 
 discussions, opportunities to post job openings, news and 
marketing tools, we would like to encourage you to utilize 
this group more in 2011.  Please join us at our LinkedIn 



group!    

 
  
WOMEN BUSINESS OWNERS ON FACEBOOK    
Please remember to "Like" the Women Business Owners 
fan page. Go to 
www.facebook.com/seattlewomenbusinessowners and 
click the "Like" button. Also, if you have a website or blog, 
you can put a "Like" Women Business Owners Button on 
your own website/blog. Our ID# is 118510208183853.  
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 Welcome Aboard 

Natalie Angelillo 
Swink Style Bar   
Swink Style Bar is Seattle's only blow out bar. Located in 
downtown Seattle. Specializing in hair styling, blow outs, 
makeup and eyelash extensions. Available for private 
events. 

  
Shanaz Diefendorf 
Derflan, Inc.   
At Derflan we Listen, Drive, and Deliver the Sales, 
Marketing, and Project Management results that clients 
need. Marketing/sales strategy and execution, event 
management, business optimization, project planning, 
deliverables management. 

   
Karen Kalzer 
Patterson Buchanan Fobes Leitch & Kalzer PS Inc.  
Patterson Buchanan Fobes Leitch & Kalzer is a law firm 
formed by experienced trial attorneys in 2007 in order to 
expand its civil litigation defense practice and better serve 
its clients. 
   
Kate Reust 
Crysalis Center  
Crysalis is a broad spectrum Holistic Care & Wellness 
Center in Seattle. We're Changing your perceptions and 
preconceptions, allowing for new vistas in health care to 
emerge. A new paradigm in how we all consider wellness! 
   
Ellen Sova 
Derflan, Inc.  
At Derflan we Listen, Drive, and Deliver the Sales, 
Marketing, and Project Management results that clients 
need.  Marketing/sales strategy and execution, event 
management, business optimization, project planning, 
deliverables management. 
  
Katharine Sweeney 
Compliance Maritime 
ISM ISO Lead auditing services for the Maritime Industry, 
consulting and expert legal witness services as well. 
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In the Spotlight 
 
Desiree Gray, AVP and SBA Relationship 
Officer, Fortune Bank 
  
Desiree's primary focus is on serving the 
unique financial needs of professionals 
and owners of small to medium size 
businesses in the Seattle area. 
   
Often times the best credit solution 

involves use of the guaranteed loan programs offered 
through the Small Business Administration (SBA). Fortune 
Bank has been recognized as one of the leading SBA 
lenders in the Northwest and has received the "SBA 
Preferred Lender" designation from the SBA. 
 
Desiree is a University of Washington graduate with more 
than 12 years of experience working directly with small 
businesses to handle all types of lending needs; from 
commercial real estate purchases and ground up 
construction to restructuring of debt, partner buyouts, 
mergers and acquisitions. Equipment financing and 
operating lines of credit also fall into her area of expertise. 
Desiree's extensive knowledge of the various SBA 
programs can help a business navigate the process with 
ease and let them focus on what's most important... 
running their business. 
  
Fortune Bank is one of the leading SBA lenders in the 
state and continues to be the only Washington based 
bank that has consistently grown their loan portfolio each 
quarter over the last four years.  Check them out at 
www.fortunebankwa.com 
 
Your Name Here? 
Your Company Name Here? 
Each month, we highlight two of our members in this 
section of the Wire.  This is a special benefit given to 
members attending the previous month's luncheon.  Two 
of them are chosen at random and given a chance to 
share information about themselves and their businesses 
with our Wire readers.  
Don't miss this great opportunity!  Women Business 
Owners members, join us for lunch and earn a chance to 
have the Wire spotlight shine on you!  
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