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Dear Member,  

Believe it or not, it is time once again for our Annual 
Membership Meeting, which takes place during our 
November luncheon.  Due to the Thanksgiving Holiday, 
our November luncheon will take place on the THIRD 
Thursday of the month, November 15, 2012, starting with 
networking at 11:30 a.m.  It will be held at The Harbor 
Club Seattle, 801 Second Avenue, Seattle.  As this is also 
our last luncheon of the year please be sure to attend! 

During our Annual Membership Meeting, we will introduce 
you to your 2013 Board.  We will soon be sending out an 
electronic ballot of the proposed Board asking for your 
vote on the slate put together following our earlier call for 
nominations.  At the November luncheon, we will also be 
recognizing those of us who have been members of WBO 
for 5, 10 and 15 years.  All members who are present will 
receive a special gift.  

Our Events Chair Annette Bond has brought together a 
fabulous panel of WBO's own Women of Influence -
Michelle Bomberger, Janelle Bruland and Anne-Marie 
Faiola.  Mimi Kirsch will talk with these women as they tell 
us about those individuals who have influenced them, 
some of the lessons they have learned on their journey to 
success and the skill sets/traits that have helped them 
achieve success. 

While at the meeting, please also be sure to talk to 
Annette or Helen Taylor about our exciting Holiday After 
Hours to be held at the Columbia Tower Club on 
December 11, 2012, starting at 4:30 p.m. and ending at 
7:30 p.m.  We will be holding a silent auction to benefit 
Mary's Place and are accepting donations from members 
for the auction. 

We look forward to seeing you at the Annual Membership 
Meeting next week!

Sincerely,

Shawn Harju
2012 President, Women Business Owners

TABLE OF CONTENTS



From the Members

Wells Fargo & Company (NYSE: WFC) approved a record 
$1.24 billion in Small Business Administration (SBA) loans 
in federal fiscal year 2012 (Oct. 1, 2011 - Sept. 30, 2012) 
and for the fourth consecutive year is America's leading 
SBA 7(a) lender in dollar volume. This is the second year 
in a row that Wells Fargo has approved more than $1 
billion in SBA 7(a) loans to small business owners - the 
only lender to achieve this milestone. An SBA preferred 
lender in all 50 states, Wells Fargo also is the second 
largest SBA lender in units extending 3,176 SBA 7(a) 
loans in fiscal 2012.

We are very excited to be having a holiday party After 
Hours at the Columbia Tower Club on Tuesday, 
December 11th! In the spirit of giving, we will be hosting a 
silent auction; the proceeds raised will be donated to a 
local charity supporting women, Mary's Place. Mary's 
Place is the only shelter in King county that will take in 
mothers with their children. If you would like to make a 
donation of a product or a service, please contact Helen 
Taylor at your earliest convenience. Thanking you in 
anticipation, Helen Taylor.  

Susan Huenefeld, owner of Accents et cetera Gift 
Baskets, is the florist for the Television Eucharist, airing on 
KONG 6/16 every Sunday at 5 am. Accents et cetera has 
been making custom floral designs for 11 years. 
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Get Involved

CALLING ALL VOLUNTEERS! 

Interested in volunteering to be on a committee or to help 
at an event? Let us know. Speak to any Board member or
send an e-mail to Yvonne Gitchel.

LOOKING FOR SPEAKERS

The Events Committee is seeking luncheon speakers for 
2013.  A speaker criteria form is posted on the Women 
Business Owners website. If you know someone who you 
think would make a great luncheon speaker, please send 
an email to Annette Bond, Events Chair. 

COME HELP BUILD WBO'S NEWEST COMMITTEE!  

The Education and Mentorship Committee is looking for 
volunteers to create new, and assist existing, Business 
Building Groups, as well as to coordinate our educational 
workshops for the coming year. Your involvement in this 
Committee will allow you to help other WBO members 
expand their networking opportunities while also 
expanding your own.  If you are interested, contact Sarah 
Turner, Education Chair. 

DONATE A DOOR PRIZE FOR GREAT PR! 

If you donate an item or service as a door prize for one of 
our events, your business will be mentioned in The Wire, 
at the luncheon podium, and on our website!  To take 
advantage of this great opportunity contact Yvonne 
Gitchel by the 1st of the month in which you wish to 



donate.

TELL YOUR FRIENDS ABOUT WOMEN BUSINESS 
OWNERS!
Be sure to share your association with Women Business 
Owners with your friends, acquaintances, clients and 
fellow business owners. Remember, if you bring a guest to 
one of our monthly luncheon meetings, you will be entered 
into a drawing at the luncheon for a great door prize. 

LOOKING FOR COACHES & FACILITATORS 
FOR BUSINESS BUILDING GROUPS
Are you a professional facilitator or business coach?  
Would you like to be included in our resource packet for 
the Business Building Groups?  If so, please contact
Sarah Turner, Education Chair.

WOMEN BUSINESS OWNERS ON LINKEDIN
We invite you to check out our Women Business Owners 
group on LinkedIn.  With our events listings,  discussions, 
opportunities to post job openings, news and marketing 
tools, we would like to encourage you to utilize this group 
more in 2011.  Please join us at our LinkedIn group!   

WOMEN BUSINESS OWNERS ON FACEBOOK   
Please remember to "Like" the Women Business Owners 
fan page. Go to
www.facebook.com/seattlewomenbusinessowners and 
click the "Like" button. Also, if you have a website or blog, 
you can put a "Like" Women Business Owners Button on 
your own website/blog. Our ID# is 118510208183853. Let 
us know if you have a Facebook Fan Page and WBO will 
"like" you too!
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In the Spotlight 

Annie Searle, Principal of ASA Risk 
Consultants, helps companies build 
world-class risk programs. An 
internationally known expert in 
operational risk management, with 
extensive experience in the 
financial, IT and business sectors, 
Searle thrives on complex 
challenges. A strong researcher and 

writer, Searle publishes and speaks in a variety of national 
and international forums. She is the author of Advice From 

A Risk Detective (Tautegory Press, 2011) and editor of 
Reflections on Risk (Tautegory Press, 2012). Her 
publications and other articles where she is interviewed 
are available at www.anniesearle.com.  

Searle approaches operational risk issues confidentially, 
as a "neutral third eye," expecting all layers of an 
organization to help her team get to the bottom of how 



things work, find out what is missing and then 
communicate solutions that are correct and clear.  Searle 
thrives on what she calls "complex personalities and 
gnarly problems."  

Searle's prior experience includes owning and operating 
an award-winning technology business and extensive 
work in public relations and information management. Her 
responsibilities at Washington Mutual Bank included 
business continuity and technology risk management, 
where she was a senior vice president and divisional 
executive for eight of her ten years at the bank.  The 15 
years Searle spent running Delphi Computers & 
Peripherals, her own computer hardware company, taught 
her to look at each customer's challenges from a fresh 
perspective - and to push the envelope on technology 
optimization. The delivery of thoughtful customer service 
earned both the company and Searle regional and 
national awards and media attention.  

All this experience fed her passion to solve problems, and 
added to her broad range of tools. "I like being a 
detective," she says.  "I'm never bored because I get to 
become a student of someone else's business operation 
in order to help them."

Your Name Here?
Your Company Name Here?   
Each month, we highlight two of our members in this 
section of the Wire. This is a special benefit given to 
members attending the previous month's luncheon. Two 
of them are chosen at random and given a chance to 
share information about themselves and their businesses 
with our Wire readers.

TABLE OF CONTENTS

206.575.3232  info@womenbusinessowners.org www.womenbusinessowners.org

© 2012 Women Business Owners

Forward email

Women Business Owners | 9594 First Ave. NE #274 | Seattle | WA | 98115

This email was sent to info@womenbusinessowners.org by info@womenbusinessowners.org | 

Update Profile/Email Address | Instant removal with SafeUnsubscribe™ | Privacy Policy.


