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Calendar

After Hours 
Tuesday, January 10 
Wine World Warehouse,  
Seattle 
5:30 pm - 7:30 pm 
Click here for more information

Brown Bag Workshop
Tuesday, January 17
Karmen Executive Center, 
Bellevue
12:00 pm - 1:00 pm
Topic: Your Family - Your 
Business - Your Legacy; Dying 
with Dignity in a Culture of 
Denial
Presented by: Stacey 
Romberg and Debbie Whitlock
Click here for more information.

WBO Luncheon
Thursday, January 26  
New Location: The Harbor 
Club, Seattle
11:30 AM - 1:30 PM
Speaker: Janelle Bruland,
2011 Nellie Cashman Woman 
Business Owner of the Year! 
Topic: Recharge in 2012
Click here for more information

Have something to 
contribute?

Dear Member,  

I would like to start off the New Year with a recurring 
theme that seemed to begin for me when I began working 
with our panel of Women Business Owners members for 
the November luncheon - gratitude!  I would also like to 
encourage all of you to help continue this theme for 
yourselves and the organization through 2012.  When I 
met with our panelists for the November luncheon, it was 
brought to my attention that at some time in the past, 
there had been a moment during the luncheons in which 
members could thank other members for some assistance 
they had provided.  This struck me as, not only a way to 
express your gratitude to those particular members, but 
also to educate other members as to the value being 
received and given by members of the organization.  
Interestingly, within the same timeframe of preparing for 
the November luncheon, I heard an interview with Regis 
Philbin as he prepared to depart from Live with Regis and 
Kelly in which he talked about his regret for never having 
thanked Bing Crosby for being influential in his 
entertainment career.  Regis advised that we should 
always be sure to take the opportunity to say "thank you" 
when we have it.  While this seems like a basic premise, it 
also seems that our busy lives cause us to forget such 
essentials.  That being said, I would like to take this 
opportunity (my first letter as President of Women 
Business Owners) to say "thank you:"

Thank you to all of you for making this the amazing and 
inspiring organization that it is.  I know that for me being 
part of this organization always pulls me out of a slump, or 
provides me a little extra motivation, when needed.  
Thank you to Debbie Leviton, Past President (2010), for 
providing us with her guidance as we successfully 
transitioned the organization from 2010 to 2011.  Thank 
you to Jessica Adair, President (2011), for leading us 
through the last year and getting us where we are today, 
with a great new location for our luncheons, The Harbor 
Club, and a new (soon to be unveiled) website.  Thank 
you to Tawnya Patrick, Events Chair, for finding us lots 
of wonderful locations to spend our After Hours in this 
past year and in the upcoming year.  Thank you to Sarah 
Turner, Education Chair, for putting together several 
informative educational brown bag seminars presented by 
our very own members and for helping to grow our 
Business Building Groups.  Thank you to Karin Blakely, 
Sponsorship Chair, for taking care of our sponsors.  
Thank you to Barbara Bollinger, Nellie Chair, for 



Report your news here
Click here to check The Wire's 
news reporting guidelines.

bringing her great personality and flair to The Nellie.  
Thank you to Kalai Wineland, Secretary, Connie Lewis, 
Treasurer, and Yvonne Gitchel, Administrator, for 
keeping us on track.  None of what we accomplished this 
past year could have happened without any one of you.  I 
look forward to working with you, as well as our new 
incoming Board members, Carole Pederson, Cindy 
Dabbs, and Ginger Edwards-Buetow in 2012 to 
continue to provide the greatest value possible to our 
members.

Please join me in thanking each of these people and each 
other at one of our upcoming January events:

� After Hours, Wine World Warehouse, Seattle, 

January 10, 2012, 5:30 p.m. - 7:30 p.m. 

� Brown Bag Seminar, Karmen Executive Ctr., 
Bellevue, January 17, 2012, 12:00 p.m. - 1:00 p.m. 

� Luncheon, The Harbor Club, Seattle, January 26, 
2012, 11:30 a.m. - 1:30 p.m.

I look forwarding to meeting those of you I have not yet 
met and seeing those of you I have at one of these events 
as well. 

Shawn (Mercalde) Harju
2012 President, Women Business Owners 
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Welcome Aboard

Karen Clark Cole
Blink Interactive
Blink is a Seattle based user-experience research and 
design firm.

Liz Feucht
Falco Sult & Company, PS
We specialize in our clients' financial success by design. 
We accomplish this by applying the concept of life cycles 
to business and financial goals which makes us unique in 
an industry known for counting beans.

Tish Johnson
TCB Properties
TCB Commercial Properties is a division of NT Group, 
Inc. TCB is an independent, full-service brokerage firm 
that caters to the needs of the individual real estate 
investor. Our services include sales and leasing, income 
producing and owner use properties in Seattle and South 
King County.

Susan Stringer
The Brighton Group



The Brighton Group provides business leaders with the 
highest quality and most comprehensive career and 
organizational consulting services available. We 
understand the unique needs of the organizations we 
serve and the "people" challenges they face.
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From the Members

Management Services Northwest, Inc. (MSNW) 
receives 2010 BSCAI (Building Services Contractor 
Association International) Arthur C. Barraclough 
Community Service Award.  This award recognizes 
companies for their volunteer efforts with charities and the 
community. As the winner of this award, BSCAI made a 
cash donation of $1500 was made by BSCAI to a charity 
of MSNW's choice, New Way Ministries.  New Way 
Ministries is a non profit for homeless women and their 
children.

Annie Searle is interviewed about her new book, Advice 
From A Risk Detective, on Northwest Real Estate 
Forum.  This first segment covers the highest risks at 
home and at work; the second segment will cover online 
and travel risks.  Viewers have the option of contacting 
the forum for a free copy of Annie's book.  Click here to 
see the interview.   

Seattle University continues to look for individuals to join 
its Emerging Business and Next Generation 
Roundtables.  We have heard from many executives who 
run family or closely-held companies that they often feel 
isolated and wish they could collaborate with other trusted 
advisors.  Seattle U's Roundtables are designed to 
provide a safe, interactive environment where members 
can freely share personal and business issues and gain 
valuable insights and solutions.  Meetings will be held 
nine times during the calendar year.  If interested, please 
contact Steve Brilling, brillst@seattleu.edu or call (206) 
296-2469. 

Seattle University's Project Center at the Albers School 
of Business and Economics accepts proposals from 
project sponsors looking to solve problems, identify new 
processes, and target opportunities for growth.  Seattle 
U's MBA students consult on projects for corporate, 
entrepreneurial and nonprofit organizations.  These 
projects require thoughtful and actionable 



recommendations to address pressing organizational 
challenges.  The projects are worked by project teams of 
three MBA students who are guided by faculty.  Each 
project requires analytical rigor, critical thinking, and 
genuine teamwork.  At the end of the consulting project, 
teams present their analyses and recommendations to 
their sponsors in both a written report and a final 
representation.  Want to learn more?  Check out 
our website or contact Greg Scully at (206) 427-8575.  
When a business issue needs a deep-dive, there are few 
options as efficient and cost effective as having a MBA 
team tear into it.  We encourage large and small 
companies to utilize their internal resources and, at the 
same time, help steer the next generation of managers 
and business leaders.
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Get Involved

WANT TO BE PART OF THE "A" TEAM? Looking for 
Ambassadors to join the current team.

As an Ambassador, you get to:

� Be the first to greet potential members of Women 

Business Owners ("WBO")  

� Encourage potential women business owners to 

join our organization  

� Be the Ambassador representative to discuss the 
benefits of WBO at luncheon tables  

� Inform current and potential members of the 
benefits of WBO membership   

� And there is more . . . you get to work with a great 
group of Ambassadors!

If you are interested and want to know more, contact 
Membership Committee Co-chairs Carole Pederson at 
(206) 327-3261 or Cindy Dabbs at (425) 945-6562.

CALLING ALL VOLUNTEERS!

Interested in volunteering to be on a committee or to help 
at an event? Let us know. Speak to any Board member or
send an e-mail to Yvonne Gitchel.

LOOKING FOR SPEAKERS

The Events Committee is seeking luncheon speakers for 
2012.  A speaker criteria form is posted on the Women 
Business Owners website. If you know someone who you 
think would make a great luncheon speaker, please send 
an email to Tawnya Patrick, Events Chair. 

COME HELP BUILD WBO'S NEWEST COMMITTEE!  

The Education and Mentorship Committee is looking for 



volunteers to create new, and assist existing, Business 
Building Groups, as well as to coordinate our educational 
workshops for the coming year. Your involvement in this 
Committee will allow you to help other WBO members 
expand their networking opportunities while also 
expanding your own.  If you are interested, contact Sarah 
Turner, Education Chair. 

DONATE A DOOR PRIZE FOR GREAT PR! 
If you donate an item or service as a door prize for one of 
our events, your business will be mentioned in The Wire, 
at the luncheon podium, and on our website!  To take 
advantage of this great opportunity contact Yvonne 
Gitchel by the 1st of the month in which you wish to 
donate.

TELL YOUR FRIENDS ABOUT WOMEN BUSINESS 
OWNERS!
Be sure to share your association with Women Business 
Owners with your friends, acquaintances, clients and 
fellow business owners. Remember, if you bring a guest 
to one of our monthly luncheon meetings, you will be 
entered into a drawing at the luncheon for a great door 
prize. 

LOOKING FOR COACHES & FACILITATORS 
FOR BUSINESS BUILDING GROUPS
Are you a professional facilitator or business coach?  
Would you like to be included in our resource packet for 
the Business Building Groups?  If so, please contact
Sarah Turner, Education Chair.

WOMEN BUSINESS OWNERS ON LINKEDIN
We invite you to check out our Women Business Owners 
group on LinkedIn.  With our events listings,  discussions, 
opportunities to post job openings, news and marketing 
tools, we would like to encourage you to utilize this group 
more in 2011.  Please join us at our LinkedIn group!   

WOMEN BUSINESS OWNERS ON FACEBOOK   
Please remember to "Like" the Women Business Owners 
fan page. Go to
www.facebook.com/seattlewomenbusinessowners and 
click the "Like" button. Also, if you have a website or blog, 
you can put a "Like" Women Business Owners Button on 
your own website/blog. Our ID# is 118510208183853. Let 
us know if you have a Facebook Fan Page and WBO will 
"like" you too!
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 In the Spotlight 

Susan Fuller 
Law Office of Susan K. Fuller, PLLC
Susan Fuller has been practicing law for more than 20 
years, nearly all of it in litigation.  Last year she opened 



her own practice, which focuses on business and 
commercial law, including transactional work and 
litigation.  Susan very much enjoys working with small 
businesses (up to 30 employees), and helping business 
owners achieve their goals.  She uses her years of 
litigation experience to help clients with problem solving 
and strategic legal planning.  Think of her as your 
company's General Counsel.  To read Susan's articles, 
see her website.  She can also be reached at 
susanf@fullerpllc.com or 206-883-6077.

Beth Whitman 

Wanderlust and Lipstick
Beth Whitman is the founder of Wanderlust and Lipstick 
and WanderTours, specializing in travel for the women's 
market.  She has published three guidebooks, has a 
robust website where 20 women blog about various 
aspects of travel and offers tours to Bhutan, India, 
Vietnam, Cambodia, Papua New Guinea, and Burma as 
well as culinary and adventure tours in the U.S.

Beth is also the co-founder of Passports with Purpose 
which raises funds each year to help communities around 
the world.  In 2011, it raised $90,000 to build two libraries 
in Zambia.  Funds raised were primarily in $10 increments 
through more than 900 donors worldwide.

For more information, visit Wanderlust and Lipstick or 
email Beth at beth@WanderlustAndLipstick.com.

Your Name Here? 

Your Company Name Here?   
Each month, we highlight two of our members in this 
section of the Wire. This is a special benefit given to 
members attending the previous month's luncheon. Two 
of them are chosen at random and given a chance to 
share information about themselves and their businesses 
with our Wire readers.
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