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Calendar

After Hours 
Wednesday, February 15 
Grand Cru Mixologie Lounge, 
Bellevue  
5:30 pm - 7:30 pm 
Click here for more information

WBO Luncheon
Thursday, February 23 
New Location: The Harbor 
Club, Seattle
11:30 am - 1:30 pm
Speaker: Annie Searle, Annie 

Searle & Associates LLC

Title: Advice From A Risk 
Detective: At Home, At Work, 
Online and On The Road
Click here for more information

Brown Bag Workshop
Wednesday, March 14
Carney Badley Spellman, P.S., 
Seattle 
12:00 pm - 1:00 pm
Topic: Business Contracts

Presented by: Shawn Harju 
(Mercalde) 
Click here for more information 

Have something to 
contribute?

Report your news here
Click here to check The Wire's 
news reporting guidelines.

Dear Member,  

Earlier this year, the Board of Women Business Owners 
met for its bi-annual Strategic Meeting.  One of the 
primary focuses of the Strategic Meeting was the various 
categories of membership currently available to WBO 
members and the associated dues schedule.  Based upon 
feedback received from our membership over the last 
year, as well as our desire to encourage a diversity of 
individuals and businesses to support WBO, the Board 
voted to merge the categories of membership so that 
everyone who is currently a member, or becomes a 
member, of WBO will be a General Member of the 
organization.  

In relation to the single membership category, the Board 
also voted to charge only one membership rate to 
renewing and joining members.  Beginning immediately, 
the cost to renew or join WBO will be $195.  Recognizing 
that this change results in an increase in membership 
costs to a certain percentage of our members, the Board 
carefully reviewed various factors such as how 
infrequently WBO has experienced an increase in its 
membership dues, the current value of WBO membership 
(i.e., monthly luncheons and After Hours events, BBGs, 
free Brown Bag seminars), the ability of WBO to provide 
additional value to its members (i.e., reduced lunch prices 
and discounted Nellie tickets), and determined that such 
an increase was important for the overall health of the 
organization.  

To refocus our administrative costs on bringing additional 
value to your WBO membership, the Board also voted to 
put all members on the same renewal schedule, starting 
on June 30, 2012.  

As we realize some of you have already renewed for 
2012, or are contemplating renewal in the near future, the 
following will give you an understanding of how the 
foregoing changes will be implemented:

� All renewals or new memberships prior to June 30, 
2012 will be pro-rated based upon when you are 
set to renew or when you join the organization.  
Our website is in the process of being revised to 
accommodate this prorated membership fee.   



� If you have already renewed, you will receive a 
credit toward your renewal for the 2012-13 year 
based upon the pro-rated membership fee.   

� If you have already renewed in a membership 
category that involved a membership rate higher 
than $195, you may contact WBO for a refund of 
the difference between the $195 and the rate at 
which you renewed or apply it toward your renewal 
for the 2012-13 year.  

As always, should you have any questions about these 
changes, please feel free to contact any of your WBO 
Board members.  We are happy to discuss with you the 
changes, as well as our reasons for them.

Shawn (Mercalde) Harju
2012 President, Women Business Owners 
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Welcome Aboard

Deborah Jones
Isagenix International
Healthcare & Wellness

Laura Petersen
Innovative Advancement, LLC
We are Supply Chain Specialists helping businesses 
improve their processes in the areas of purchasing, 
logistics and inventory control to optimize efficiency and 
save money.

Melinda Slater
Slater Interior Design
I bring firsthand experience and expertise in providing 
design services and products for both residential and 
commercial interiors. Residential clients receive a design 
beyond what they thought possible. I also help 
commercial clients brand their space.

Kathy Sparkman
The Seattle Foundation
www.sparkdesigns.blogspot.com
I have two jobs - I'm a jewelry designer in my own 
company, SparkDesigns, and Philanthropic Services 
Advisor at The Seattle Foundation. The first enhances a 
woman's personal boldness and the other provides 
guidance in giving boldly - a great combination! 
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From the Members

Forbes Magazine's February 13 cover story profiles Wells 
Fargo and is titled, "The Bank That Works."  Click here to 
view the article. 

Deborah Peterson, Peterson LTC, Inc.,  was recognized 
by ACSIA Long Term Care, Inc. for having built a $1 
Million book of business through their agency. This 
recognition took place at ACSIA's all agent conference 
held in Las Vegas on January 2-5. Deborah was also 
inducted into the ACSIA Blue Blazer Club, which is 
comprised of agents who have a $1 Million book of 
business and have been affiliated with ACSIA Long Term 
Care, Inc. for at least 10 years. Deborah is the first 
woman with ACSIA to have achieved this award of 
recogniton and is among a very few in her industry who 
have.  

On February 24th, Stacey L. Romberg, Attorney at 
Law, will speak at a "Special Presentation Brown Bag" 
during the Washington State Bar Association's Continuing 
Legal Education Seminar "The Small Law Firm in Today's 
World." Please click here for more information.

WBO member Maria Ross, who spoke candidly and with 
humor about her bounceback from a brain aneurysm at 
WBO's luncheon last February, invites you to the pre-
launch signing and reading of her new book, "Rebooting 
My Brain", on February 23 from 7-9 pm at Ravenna Third 
Place Books. Please click here for more information. 

Annie Searle will be using key points from her book, 
"Advice From A Risk Detective", to speak to Costco 
employees at their corporate headquarters in an 
upcoming "Lunch and Learn" session. 

Colleen Smiley of Creative Celebrations was recently 
published by the 2012 Bridal Tab. Her article is on 
wedding venues in Skagit County and is titled, "Location, 
Location, Location", Click here to view the article.  
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Get Involved

WANT TO BE PART OF THE "A" TEAM? Looking for 
Ambassadors to join the current team.

As an Ambassador, you get to:



� Be the first to greet potential members of Women 
Business Owners ("WBO")  

� Encourage potential women business owners to 
join our organization  

� Be the Ambassador representative to discuss the 

benefits of WBO at luncheon tables  

� Inform current and potential members of the 

benefits of WBO membership   

� And there is more . . . you get to work with a great 
group of Ambassadors!

If you are interested and want to know more, contact 
Membership Committee Co-chairs Carole Pederson at 
(206) 327-3261 or Cindy Dabbs at (425) 945-6562.

CALLING ALL VOLUNTEERS!
Interested in volunteering to be on a committee or to help 
at an event? Let us know. Speak to any Board member or
send an e-mail to Yvonne Gitchel.

LOOKING FOR SPEAKERS
The Events Committee is seeking luncheon speakers for 
2012.  A speaker criteria form is posted on the Women 
Business Owners website. If you know someone who you 
think would make a great luncheon speaker, please send 
an email to Tawnya Patrick, Events Chair. 

COME HELP BUILD WBO'S NEWEST COMMITTEE!  
The Education and Mentorship Committee is looking for 
volunteers to create new, and assist existing, Business 
Building Groups, as well as to coordinate our educational 
workshops for the coming year. Your involvement in this 
Committee will allow you to help other WBO members 
expand their networking opportunities while also 
expanding your own.  If you are interested, contact Sarah 
Turner, Education Chair. 

DONATE A DOOR PRIZE FOR GREAT PR! 
If you donate an item or service as a door prize for one of 
our events, your business will be mentioned in The Wire, 
at the luncheon podium, and on our website!  To take 
advantage of this great opportunity contact Yvonne 
Gitchel by the 1st of the month in which you wish to 
donate.

TELL YOUR FRIENDS ABOUT WOMEN BUSINESS 
OWNERS!
Be sure to share your association with Women Business 
Owners with your friends, acquaintances, clients and 
fellow business owners. Remember, if you bring a guest 
to one of our monthly luncheon meetings, you will be 
entered into a drawing at the luncheon for a great door 
prize. 

LOOKING FOR COACHES & FACILITATORS 
FOR BUSINESS BUILDING GROUPS
Are you a professional facilitator or business coach?  
Would you like to be included in our resource packet for 
the Business Building Groups?  If so, please contact
Sarah Turner, Education Chair.



WOMEN BUSINESS OWNERS ON LINKEDIN
We invite you to check out our Women Business Owners 
group on LinkedIn.  With our events listings,  discussions, 
opportunities to post job openings, news and marketing 
tools, we would like to encourage you to utilize this group 
more in 2011.  Please join us at our LinkedIn group!   

WOMEN BUSINESS OWNERS ON FACEBOOK   
Please remember to "Like" the Women Business Owners 
fan page. Go to
www.facebook.com/seattlewomenbusinessowners and 
click the "Like" button. Also, if you have a website or blog, 
you can put a "Like" Women Business Owners Button on 
your own website/blog. Our ID# is 118510208183853. Let 
us know if you have a Facebook Fan Page and WBO will 
"like" you too!
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 In the Spotlight 

Your Name Here? 
Your Company Name Here?   
Each month, we highlight two of our members in this 
section of the Wire. This is a special benefit given to 
members attending the previous month's luncheon. Two 
of them are chosen at random and given a chance to 
share information about themselves and their businesses 
with our Wire readers.
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