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Calendar

After Hours 
Tuesday, March 13 
Wallingford Chocolati Café, 
Seattle   
5:30 pm - 7:30 pm 
Click here for more information

Brown Bag Workshop
Wednesday, March 14
Carney Badley Spellman, P.S., 
Seattle 
12:00 pm - 1:00 pm
Topic: Business Contracts
Presented by: Shawn Harju 
(Mercalde) 
Click here for more information

WBO Luncheon
Thursday, March 22  
Location: The Harbor Club, 
Bellevue

11:30 am - 1:30 pm
Speaker: Guila Muir, Guila 

Muir and Associates

Title: Present Like a Pro!
Click here for more information

Have something to 
contribute?

Dear Member,  

We are excited that, with the change in venue of our 
luncheons to The Harbor Club this year, comes the real 
possibility of hosting a few of them on the Eastside.  
Please join us for our very first Eastside luncheon at The 
Harbor Club in Bellevue on Thursday, March 23, starting 
with networking at 11:30 a.m.  Guila Muir of Guila Muir 
and Associates will tell us how to Present Like A Pro!  
Guila asks that you bring with you a presentation topic in 
mind and, by the time she is finished with us, you will be 
ready to kick it off with pizazz.  If you park in the Bellevue 
Corporate Plaza Garage, your parking will be validated for 
two hours.

You may have also noticed that we have livened up the 
After Hours Events a bit this year by hosting them at 
various locations in Seattle and Bellevue.  This month's 
event is sure to be a hit with chocolate tasting at the 
Wallingford Chocolati Café from 5:30 p.m. to 7:30 p.m. on 
Tuesday, March 13.  Be sure to bring your business cards 
to share with others at this early evening networking 
event. 

If it is education you seek this month, I will be presenting 
at a Brown Bag Seminar at my offices in the Columbia 
Tower on Wednesday, March 14, from noon to 1.  I will be 
discussing why it is important to have a contract for the 
goods and/or services you provide and certain key 
clauses to include in any contract to ensure you have the 
ability to collect from your clients should they fail to pay 
you.  We will provide beverages and cookies so please 
feel free to bring your lunch.

While attending one of these events, I encourage you to 
chat with any one of our Board members in attendance to 
find out about opportunities for getting more involved in 
Women Business Owners.  We have a number of 
committees that are seeking volunteers including Events, 
Sponsorship and Membership.  Serving on a committee 
will give you the ability to get to know your fellow Women 
Business Owners better and to grow your business 
network.  If you are unable to attend one of these events 



Report your news here
Click here to check The Wire's 
news reporting guidelines.

but are interested in serving on a committee, please feel 
free to email or call any one of the Board members to find 
out how you might get involved. 

Shawn (Mercalde) Harju
2012 President, Women Business Owners 
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Welcome Aboard

Luz Cooper 
AmericanWest Bank 
AmericanWest Bank is a community bank committed to 
providing competitive value, responsive service, reliable 
answers and a connection to every community we serve. 
Our mission is to make an impact and create a valuable 
experience, by being a trustworthy community partner 
with an entrepreneurial spirit and a relationship-based 
approach to banking service.   

Colleen Turner 
Cruise Holidays
Cruise Holidays is the one of the largest cruise travel 
agency franchises in the country and represents most of 
the major cruise lines.  Cruise Holidays in Bellevue 
specializes in group cruises, culturally rich cruising 
experiences on small ships and river cruises.

Kim Wesselman 
Windermere Real Estate Co.
Home ownership is a major benchmark in our lives. 
Whether it's your first time through the process or your 
fifth, it helps to have an objective and experienced 
advocate looking out for your interests. As much as I love 
helping my clients find their dream home, the biggest 
value I deliver might be helping them sleep well at night, 
comfortable knowing that I've taken care of the details.
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From the Members

STYLE '12 Look Good, Feel Good, Do Good! Fashion 
Show Benefit! 30 breast cancer survivors will model the 
newest spring fashion trends during Northwest Hope & 



Healing's 10th Annual Fashion Show Benefit on May 3rd 
at Showbox SODO. Click here to purchase tickets.

Kathy Clayton of Kathy Clayton Coaching was recently 
spotlighted by fellow WBO member Maria Ross of Red 
Slice  on her Slice of Brilliance blog.  Click here to read 
Kathy's interview on Partnership Coaching.  Thanks, 
Maria - great fun! 

Enterprising Women Magazine has named the 2012 
winners of the Enterprising Women of the Year Award. 
The Class of 2012 winners include WBO Member 
and CEO of Red Sky Blue Water LLC, Sharon A. 
Davison, Ph.D.  Sharon was the only winner of the award 
from Washington State.  An unprecedented number of 
nominees were received from throughout the world. The 
magazine's editorial team narrowed the field to a group of 
semi-finalists, while members of the magazine's 
prestigious Advisory Board assisted in the final screening 
process. Winners and those receiving Honorable Mention 
for the award will be recognized at a gala dinner held in 
their honor during the 10th Annual Enterprising Women of 
the Year Awards Celebration, March 12-13 2012 at the 
Ritz-Carlton Fort Lauderdale in Fort Lauderdale, Florida.

Stacey L. Romberg, Attorney at Law, is proud to be 
named for the fourth year in a row by Seattle Magazine as 
a "2012 Five Star Wealth Manager" for her estate 
planning services. You can find more information about 
Stacey's estate planning services on her 
website.  Stacey's firm also represents clients in the areas 
of business law and probate. 

How do you get back to your life and business after a 
crisis? Come join WBO member Maria Ross at Kirkland's 
Woodmark Hotel author series, "Words at the 
Woodmark", on Thursday, March 29, 2012 from 6:00 p.m. 
to 7:30 p.m.  Maria will discuss her book, "Rebooting My 
Brain: How  a Freak Aneurysm Reframed My Life".  Cash 
bar and complimentary appetizers await!

Annie Searle of Annie Searle & Associates LLC  (ASA) 
announces the publication of "Reflections on Risk" 
from its Institute of Risk and Innovation.  The publication 
is a collection of 22 research notes written primarily by 
ASA's research interns over the past three years.  The 
book is available at amazon.com and at 
createspace.com.  
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Get Involved

WANT TO BE PART OF THE "A" TEAM? Looking for 
Ambassadors to join the current team.

As an Ambassador, you get to:

� Be the first to greet new members of Women 

Business Owners ("WBO")  

� Encourage potential members to join our 
organization  

� Be the Ambassador representative to discuss the 
benefits of WBO at luncheon tables  

� Inform current and potential members of the 

benefits of WBO membership   

� And there is more . . . you get to work with a great 

group of Ambassadors!

If you are interested and want to know more, contact 
Membership Committee Co-chairs Carole Pederson at 
(206) 327-3261 or Cindy Dabbs at (425) 945-6562.

CALLING ALL VOLUNTEERS!
Interested in volunteering to be on a committee or to help 
at an event? Let us know. Speak to any Board member or
send an e-mail to Yvonne Gitchel.

LOOKING FOR SPEAKERS
The Events Committee is seeking luncheon speakers for 
2013.  A speaker criteria form is posted on the Women 
Business Owners website. If you know someone who you 
think would make a great luncheon speaker, please send 
an email to Tawnya Patrick, Events Chair. 

COME HELP BUILD WBO'S NEWEST COMMITTEE!  
The Education and Mentorship Committee is looking for 
volunteers to create new, and assist existing, Business 
Building Groups, as well as to coordinate our educational 
workshops for the coming year. Your involvement in this 
Committee will allow you to help other WBO members 
expand their networking opportunities while also 
expanding your own.  If you are interested, contact Sarah 
Turner, Education Chair. 

DONATE A DOOR PRIZE FOR GREAT PR! 
If you donate an item or service as a door prize for one of 
our events, your business will be mentioned in The Wire, 
at the luncheon podium, and on our website!  To take 
advantage of this great opportunity contact Yvonne 
Gitchel by the 1st of the month in which you wish to 
donate.



TELL YOUR FRIENDS ABOUT WOMEN BUSINESS 
OWNERS!
Be sure to share your association with Women Business 
Owners with your friends, acquaintances, clients and 
fellow business owners. Remember, if you bring a guest 
to one of our monthly luncheon meetings, you will be 
entered into a drawing at the luncheon for a great door 
prize. 

LOOKING FOR COACHES & FACILITATORS 
FOR BUSINESS BUILDING GROUPS
Are you a professional facilitator or business coach?  
Would you like to be included in our resource packet for 
the Business Building Groups?  If so, please contact
Sarah Turner, Education Chair.

WOMEN BUSINESS OWNERS ON LINKEDIN
We invite you to check out our Women Business Owners 
group on LinkedIn.  With our events listings,  discussions, 
opportunities to post job openings, news and marketing 
tools, we would like to encourage you to utilize this group 
more in 2011.  Please join us at our LinkedIn group!   

WOMEN BUSINESS OWNERS ON FACEBOOK   
Please remember to "Like" the Women Business Owners 
fan page. Go to
www.facebook.com/seattlewomenbusinessowners and 
click the "Like" button. Also, if you have a website or blog, 
you can put a "Like" Women Business Owners Button on 
your own website/blog. Our ID# is 118510208183853. Let 
us know if you have a Facebook Fan Page and WBO will 
"like" you too!
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 In the Spotlight 

Barbara Kubesh
Principal Financial Group
Barbara Kubesh has 30 years of 
experience in the financial services 
industry. She has her life, disability 
and long term care insurance 
licenses and holds the Series 6, 7, 63 
and 65 Securities Registrations.

Barbara is a new member of WBO 
and has been actively involved with 

various charity organizations.  Her focus is on providing 
excellent customer service.  She works with a team of 
experts to help analyze and access business owner and 



personal needs through exit planning strategies, income 
protection, business protection, retirement income, 
survivor income and wealth transfer.  Among other 
talents, she can help take that life policy you have had 
sitting in your drawer and make sure it still meets the 
needs you had intended. 

Your Name Here? 

Your Company Name Here?   
Each month, we highlight two of our members in this 
section of the Wire. This is a special benefit given to 
members attending the previous month's luncheon. Two 
of them are chosen at random and given a chance to 
share information about themselves and their businesses 
with our Wire readers.
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