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After Hours!
Tuesday, January 8
Wine World and Spirits, Seattle
4:30 PM - 6:30 PM
Click here for more information

WBO Luncheon
Thursday, January 24
The Harbor Club, Seattle
11:30 AM - 1:30 PM
Speaker: Jill McCallum, 
2012 Nellie Cashman Woman 
Business Owner of the Year 
Click here for more information

Have something to 
contribute?

Report your news here
Click here to check The Wire's 
news reporting guidelines.

Strategic Sponsor:

Dear Member,  

One of the wisest women I know (my maternal 
grandmother), used to tell me: "Take when the plate is 
passed."   While she would utter this phrase most 
frequently when offering me a sample of her baking skills, 
she would also remind me of its application in so many 
other areas of life.  When I was discussing a new job 
opportunity with her or debating the merits of making 
some other change in my life, I was always reminded to 
take advantage of the opportunities clearly available and 
to be on the look out for that "plate" even when the new 
opportunity was not clearly evident.

With the dawn of 2013, I challenge each and everyone of 
you to "take from the plate," and to more fully enjoy all of 
the membership benefits of Women Business Owners! 
Take time to join us at our first After Hours of the year, to 
be held on Tuesday, the 8th at Wine World and make 
plans to RSVP early for our monthly luncheon on 
Thursday, the 24th.  Reconnect with your BBG members 
and refresh your memory on all of the businesses 
represented in our group by scrolling through  our 
membership list and thinking of whom you may be able to 
refer to your fellow WBO members.  

Finally, don't keep WBO a secret! As we add more 
members, we all benefit; we benefit from meeting other 
successful business owners; benefit from developing more 
friendships; benefit from the opportunity of adding more 
people to our list of referral sources and benefit from the 
enrichment we receive by learning from others.  Make a 
point to invite your friends, business acquaintances, 
relatives and clients to one or more of our events each 
month.  

I look forward to seeing you soon, to sharing in the events 
of 2013 and the positive, dynamic and fulfilling 
organization that is Women Business Owners! 

Best Regards,

Karin Frost Blakley
2013 President, Women Business Owners
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From the Members

Susan Huenefeld and Accents et cetera Gift 
Baskets were recently profiled in an article for 
Patch.com. Click here to view the article. Through the 
meylah.com shopping site, Accents et cetera has gift 
baskets for sale, with shipping anywhere in the US 
included in the price.

SurePayroll announced a $5,000 SureSpark grant will be 
awarded to WBO member, Allison Madison, to help 
spark her business. Allison is the owner of PerSyst 
Consulting, a Seattle-based consulting company which 
provides comprehensive consulting services seamlessly 
combining three major practice areas: executive strategy, 
business process optimization and enterprise technology 
for both manufacturing and service companies. "We are 
so excited to receive the grant. This allows us to 
implement our marketing plan to grow our business. The 
timing of the grant is fantastic for our 2013 marketing 
strategy to really improve our presence in the greater 
Seattle area," said Madison, principal, PerSyst Consulting. 
"We really appreciate SurePayroll and their role in helping 
entrepreneurs."

WBO member and attorney, Stacey Romberg will be 
joining author Marcia Brixey and other leading women's 
financial experts at the Money Wi$e Women Conference 
on January 19, 2013 at North Seattle Community College. 
The conference is designed to give women valuable 
information to take charge of their financial destiny. Stacey 
will be discussing estate planning issues. Click here for 
more information. 

Annie Searle will be teaching two courses during the 
winter quarter to graduate students in the University of 
Washington's Information School.  One course is an 
introduction to operational risk, and the other course is on 
information and law, policy and ethics.
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Get Involved

CALLING ALL VOLUNTEERS! 
Interested in volunteering to be on a committee or to help 
at an event? Let us know. Speak to any Board member or
send an e-mail to Yvonne Gitchel.

LOOKING FOR SPEAKERS
The Events Committee is seeking luncheon speakers for 
2013.  A speaker criteria form is posted on the Women 
Business Owners website. If you know someone who you 
think would make a great luncheon speaker, please send 
an email to Helen Taylor, Events Chair. 

EDUCATION COMMITTEE  
Are you interested in hosting a Brown Bag Workshop?  



This is a great way to use your area of expertise to 
educate fellow WBO members.  We have several 
openings this year.  If you are interested, contact Allison 
Madison, Education Chair. 

DONATE A DOOR PRIZE FOR GREAT PR! 
If you donate an item or service as a door prize for one of 
our events, your business will be mentioned in The Wire, 
at the luncheon podium, and on our website!  To take 
advantage of this great opportunity contact Yvonne 
Gitchel by the 1st of the month in which you wish to 
donate.

TELL YOUR FRIENDS ABOUT WOMEN BUSINESS 
OWNERS!
Be sure to share your association with Women Business 
Owners with your friends, acquaintances, clients and 
fellow business owners. Remember, if you bring a guest to 
one of our monthly luncheon meetings, you will be entered 
into a drawing at the luncheon for a great door prize. 

BUSINESS BUILDING GROUPS
We will soon announce our next BBG event.  Be on the 
lookout for the next event where you can join 4-6 other 
women to network, bounce ideas as well as offer and 
receive advice.  If you are interested in joining a BBG, 
please contact Allison Madison, Education Chair.

WOMEN BUSINESS OWNERS ON LINKEDIN
We invite you to check out our Women Business Owners 
group on LinkedIn.  With our events listings,  discussions, 
opportunities to post job openings, news and marketing 
tools, we would like to encourage you to utilize this group 
more in 2011.  Please join us at our LinkedIn group!   

WOMEN BUSINESS OWNERS ON FACEBOOK   
Please remember to "Like" the Women Business Owners 
fan page. Go to
www.facebook.com/seattlewomenbusinessowners and 
click the "Like" button. Also, if you have a website or blog, 
you can put a "Like" Women Business Owners Button on 
your own website/blog. Our ID# is 118510208183853. Let 
us know if you have a Facebook Fan Page and WBO will 
"like" you too!
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In the Spotlight 

Janelle Bruland is the recipient of 
the 2011 Nellie Cashman Woman 
Business Owner of the Year 
Award as well as President and 
CEO of Management Services 
Northwest, Inc. ("MSNW"). MSNW 
is a one-call source for complete 
facility services.  We offer efficient, 



sensible solutions to make a facility safe, clean and 
functional.  From the exterior landscape and lighting, to 
interior systems and fixtures, MSNW assists in providing a 
safe workplace for staff, a welcoming space for visitors, 
and a clean, healthy business environment.  Let MSNW 
help you develop a care and maintenance plan to keep 
your facility in the best possible shape.  

Your Name Here?
Your Company Name Here?   
Each month, we highlight two of our members in this 
section of the Wire. This is a special benefit given to 
members attending the previous month's luncheon. Two 
of them are chosen at random and given a chance to 
share information about themselves and their businesses 
with our Wire readers.
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