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After Hours!
Wednesday, March 13
ArtXchange, Seattle
512 First Ave S
4:30 PM - 6:30 PM
Click here for more information

WBO Luncheon
Thursday, March 28
The Harbor Club, Bellevue
11:30 AM - 1:30 PM
Speaker: Stacy Lill, Founder & 
Brand Ambassador, O Wines
Topic: Entrepreneurialism and 
Giving Back
Click here for more information

Have something to 
contribute?

Report your news here
Click here to check The Wire's 
news reporting guidelines.

Strategic Sponsor:

Dear Member,  

Before you know it, you will be dressed in your best party 
attire, sipping a wonderful adult beverage and enjoying 
conversations with some of the most interesting business 
people in town. That is, of course, if you reserve your spot 
at this year's Nellie Gala. In the meantime, we need your 
help to ensure we have an opportunity to honor successful 
business women in the Puget Sound area. Who do you 
know who: 1) is a current woman business owner with a 
headquarters in Western Washington, 2) is primarily 
responsible for the financial performance of the business, 
3) employs at least 3 people, 4) has a business that has 
been operating for at least 5 years, and, 5) has a greater 
than 50% ownership in the business?

Make a list and submit the names of these successful 
women business owners (as well as their contact 
information) to me within the next few weeks. The Nellie 
committee will take it from there. Who knows? You may 
be responsible for bringing recognition to the next Nellie 
winner; someone who enhances the status of women 
entrepreneurs through her vision, perseverance and 
fearless leadership in both her business and her 
community. In the meantime, I look forward to seeing you 
at our next luncheon on the 28th!  

Best Regards,

Karin Frost Blakley
2013 President, Women Business Owners
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Welcome Aboard

Diane Easley
Diane Easley University helps people get to work creating 
real results.  I'm sure you've already discovered that it 
takes more than workshops, training and consuming 
mountains of books to create real change and real results 
in your life. My work is for people who are ready to deeply 
explore and heal what is in the way of living a more 
fulfilling, whole-hearted life.



Alethea Podmore Garcia
Alethea Podmore Garcia Personal Styling
A seventeen-year fashion professional happily working as 
a full-time personal wardrobe stylist. I apply my design 
and retail knowledge to creating specific looks for each 
individual client bringing their wardrobes in-step with their 
lives.  Successfully dressing my clients for their lives right 
now is my goal - this season, this weight, this phase of 
life, this current set of roles and responsibilities.  My 
clients experience relief, ease, free time, and new-found 
confidence as a result of our work together. And most 
importantly, they feel like themselves.

Maya Ringe
Lasher Holzapfel Sperry & Ebberson, PLLC is a full-
service law firm that transforms complex legal issues into 
clear strategies for our clients. Our experienced attorneys 
specialize in providing effective legal counsel that delivers 
exceptional value. We are renowned for taking excellent 
care of the individuals, families and businesses that turn 
to us for guidance. We make law make sense.

Nina Simonds
Nina Simonds Coaching is dedicated to helping 
successful leaders, business owners and couples thrive 
and have more ease in their work and in their 
relationships. We do this by working with leaders and 
business owners to develop their unique leadership brand 
based on their values and strengths, and by facilitating 
shared understanding and resilience in the midst of 
change for business partners and couples. Our clients 
report being more connected to who they are and more 
able to capitalize on their strengths so they can be a 
creative force in their businesses, with their families, and 
in the community.

Michelle Vervaeke
Asset Management Associates, LLC provides an asset 
disposition service solution to the equipment finance 
industry in all 50 states. AMA offers a full spectrum of 
equipment management services such as asset recovery, 
re-marketing, on- site inspections and equipment 
appraisals.
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From the Members

Yvonne Gitchel, WBO member and President of the 
Seattle Chapter of EWGA, invites you to join EWGA at 
their Annual Spring Tee-Off Brunch on Saturday, April 6th. 
This event marks the beginning of our golf season and is 
a great time for connecting and socializing. Come peruse 
our Vendor Expo and learn more about what the Seattle 
Chapter has planned for this year! Optional golf play 
immediately follows the brunch. For more information, visit
www.ewgaseattle.org.

Susan Huenefeld and Accents et cetera Gift Baskets 



received the "Small Business, Big Commitment Award" in 
the 2012 Eastside Green Business Challenge. 
Registration is now open for the 2013 challenge - click 
here for more information about how your business can 
participate.

On March 8, WBO member and local attorney Stacey L. 
Romberg will be presenting at the King County Bar 
Association's 2013 Young Lawyers Division: "Bridging the 
Gap" continuing legal education course. This yearly event 
helps prepare new lawyers for success in their legal 
careers. Stacey will be discussing business law, 
specifically "The Basics of Transactional Documents." For 
more information, please visit click here.

Shari Sewell, WBO member and Director of Northwest 
Hope & Healing Foundation, invites WBO members to 
STYLE '13 Fashion Show on Thursday, May 9, 2013. 
Northwest Hope & Healing's Annual Fashion Show Benefit 
includes a runway show, fund-a-need, and prize 
drawings.  Breast cancer survivors will model the hottest 
spring looks from 10 Seattle area boutiques.  Proceeds 
provide basics like food, childcare and emergency rent for 
women who are battling breast cancer. Purchase tickets 
at http://www.nwhopeandhealing.org.
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Get Involved

CALLING ALL VOLUNTEERS! Interested in 
volunteering to be on a committee or to help at an event? 
Let us know. Speak to any Board member or send an e-
mail to Yvonne Gitchel.

LOOKING FOR SPEAKERS The Events Committee is 
seeking luncheon speakers for 2013.  A speaker criteria 
form is posted on the Women Business Owners 
website. If you know someone who you think would make 
a great luncheon speaker, please send an email to Helen 
Taylor, Events Chair. 

EDUCATION COMMITTEE  
Are you interested in hosting a Brown Bag Workshop?  
This is a great way to use your area of expertise to 
educate fellow WBO members.  We have several 
openings this year.  If you are interested, contact Allison 
Madison, Education Chair. 

DONATE A DOOR PRIZE FOR GREAT PR! 
If you donate an item or service as a door prize for one of 
our events, your business will be mentioned in The Wire, 
at the luncheon podium, and on our website!  To take 
advantage of this great opportunity contact Yvonne 
Gitchel by the 1st of the month in which you wish to 
donate.

TELL YOUR FRIENDS ABOUT WBO!
Be sure to share your association with Women Business 
Owners with your friends, acquaintances, clients and 
fellow business owners. Remember, if you bring a guest 
to one of our monthly luncheon meetings, you will be 



entered into a drawing at the luncheon for a great door 
prize. 

WOMEN BUSINESS OWNERS ON LINKEDIN
We invite you to check out our Women Business Owners 
group on LinkedIn.  With our events listings,  discussions, 
opportunities to post job openings, news and marketing 
tools, we would like to encourage you to utilize this group 
more in 2011.  Please join us at our LinkedIn group!   

WOMEN BUSINESS OWNERS ON FACEBOOK   
Please remember to "Like" the Women Business Owners 
fan page. Go to
www.facebook.com/seattlewomenbusinessowners and 
click the "Like" button. Also, if you have a website or blog, 
you can put a "Like" Women Business Owners Button on 
your own website/blog. Our ID# is 118510208183853. Let 
us know if you have a Facebook Fan Page and WBO will 
"like" you too!
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In the Spotlight 

With twenty years of experience in 
business and operations 
engineering, Allison Madison
assists PerSyst Consulting's clients 
in tackling complex problems and 
developing customized solutions 
for improving productivity, 
efficiency, revenue, margins, and 
overall customer experience. 
Specializing in organizational 

analysis, back office systems, and cash flow, Allison has 
an in-depth and robust knowledge of the factors that 
impact business success and how to effectively implement 
change.  As principal partner with PerSyst, Allison's work 
encompasses a variety of areas including mergers and 
acquisitions, financial modeling, metrics and dashboard 
development, process improvement and order-to-cash 
cycles. She is enjoying her time on the Board of 
Directorsof the Women Business Owners.

Mary Marshall's passion is 
to help entrepreneurs 
achieve their dreams. From 
her early days helping to run 
a family-owned business, to 
her years at Vistage, the 
world's leading chief 

executive organization, Mary has built an outstanding 
track record of business success. She leverages this 
extensive background to help her CEO and executive 
team clients achieve new levels of effectiveness and 
satisfaction. As one client says, "There's little in business 



that Mary hasn't seen, heard, or experienced. The 
combination of her professional experience and her 
personable style is what I needed to move my company 
forward."  Click here for more information. 

Your Name Here?
Your Company Name Here?   
Each month, we highlight two of our members in this 
section of the Wire. This is a special benefit given to 
members attending the previous month's luncheon. Two 
of them are chosen at random and given a chance to 
share information about themselves and their businesses 
with our Wire readers.
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