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Calendar

After Hours!
Tuesday, April 9
Palomino Restaurant & Bar, 
Bellevue
4:30 PM - 6:30 PM
Click here for more information

Brown Bag Workshop
Thursday, April 18
Fortune Bank, Seattle
12:00 PM - 1:00 PM 
Topic: What Your 
Bank Really Needs to Know to 
Make You a Loan
Speaker: RuthAnn Halford, 
Fortune Bank
Click here for more information

WBO Luncheon
Thursday, April 25
The Harbor Club, Seattle
11:30 AM - 1:30 PM
Speaker: Matt Youngquist, 
President of Career Horizons
Topic: Using LinkedIn Like a 
Pro
Click here for more information

Have something to 
contribute?

Report your news here
Click here to check The Wire's 
news reporting guidelines.

Strategic Sponsor:

Dear Member,  

Rarely a week goes by without someone inviting me to 
join LinkedIn.  Perhaps you can relate?  For those of us 
who have yet to follow up on those invites and for those of 
us who have, yet have a nagging feeling that we could be 
getting more out of the site, this month's luncheon speaker 
will be of great interest.  Please join us on April 25th at the 
Harbor Club in Seattle as we find out from Matt 
Youngquist, President of Career Horizons, how to "Use 
LinkedIn like a Pro."  We also welcome you to join us for 
our Brown Bag lunch on April 18th at Fortune Bank in 
Seattle as WBO Member RuthAnn Halford shares with 
us:  "What your Banker Really needs to know to make you 
a loan."

While the warmth of summer seems a long way off 
(especially as we navigate through this blustery spring), 
July will be here before you know it.  That is the month 
that we will make a departure from our usual luncheon 
format and hold our third annual Trade Show.  Be sure to 
mark your calendars for July 25th and contact our event 
chairs, Helen Taylor and Melinda Slater, if you'd like to 
reserve a vendor table.  

In the meantime, I hope you have a wonderful month and I 
look forward to seeing you at one of our wonderful April 
events!

Warm Regards,

Karin Frost Blakley
2013 President, Women Business Owners
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Welcome Aboard

Molly Baker
Sound Administrative Solutions works with interior 
designers, interior decorators, graphic artists, 
entrepreneurs, small business owners, busy executives 
and others to help eliminate endless, time-consuming 
administrative tasks. Best of all, we can provide you with 



exceptional administrative support without a huge 
increase to your overhead expenses. SAS offers remote 
(virtual) support to businesses and individuals anywhere in 
the world, on an as-needed basis, using the high-tech 
tools available today.

Julianne Kocer
Law Offices of Julianne Kocer, P.S.is an Elder Law office 
serving clients in the areas of estate planning, asset 
preservation, probate, estate administration, life care 
planning, Medicaid qualification, and guardianship.

Sherry Nieto
Green Property Management offers full service 
professional property management serving Pierce and 
King Counties.  We create happy environmentally friendly 
owners, and tenants!

Cynthia Spencer
Rodan and Fields Dermatologists
Direct Sales of clinical skincare products including a 
patent pending in-home microdermabrasion tool called the 
Macro Exfoliator.
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From the Members

In its 32nd year, the Nellie Cashman Award honors the 
hard work and dedication of Western Washington area 
women entrepreneurs who have made an outstanding 
contribution to the status of women business owners 
through their leadership in business and the community. If 
you or members of your organization know of women that 
fall into this category and meet the qualifications below, 
we want to hear from you!  

Looking for Nominees!

� Do you know a current woman business owner, 
with headquarters in Western Washington?   

� Is she primarily responsible for the financial 
performance of her business? 

� Does she have at least 3 employees? 

� Has her business been in operation for at least 5 
years? 

� Does she have greater than 50% equity ownership 
in her business? 

If so, send an email to 
Nellie@WomenBusinessOwners.org.  The deadline 
for submitting nominations has been extended to Friday, 
April 12. 

Wells Fargo, WBO's strategic sponsor, announces a 
commitment to lend a cumulative total of $55 billion to 
women-owned businesses in the U.S. by the year 2020. 
You can learn more details here. 

Annette Bond appeared on King 5's New Day NW 



representing the NW Women's Show in March.  You can 
see the video on the "testimonial page" of her website.  At 
the NW Women's Show, Annette presented two 
seminars on "How to Dress With Ageless Style".

Arden Clise, etiquette consultant, speaker, trainer and 
President of Clise Etiquette, is offering the following 
upcoming classes for adults and children.  

For adults, on Thursday, April 25 from 3:30PM - 5:30PM, 
hosted by the Sorrento Hotel:  Business Style: Etiquette 
Essentials for Professional Success.  Click here for more 
information and to register.

Two classes are scheduled for the kids in your life, 
Saturday, April 27 and Saturday, June 29, both classes 
are from 10:30AM - 1:30 PM at the Hotel Monaco:  
Modern Manners for Modern Children, for children ages 7 
to 12.  Click here for more information and to register.

Annie Searle flew to Boston in mid-March to speak at a 
national conference sponsored by the Financial Services 
Roundtable that had a focus on cyber-security. On April 
30, she'll speak again on cyber-security, this time for the 
Port of Seattle's summit on the same topic. For more 
information, visit www.anniesearle.com.

Joanne Wright has joined the foundation board for 
Providence Marianwood, the only nonprofit rehabilitation 
and long term care provider in east King County.  The 
foundation helps fund the $1.5 million in uncompensated 
care provided annually to Marianwood's chronically ill and 
disabled residents. Joanne is inviting WBO members to be 
her guests at the Spring Luncheon May 15 at the Bellevue 
Hilton. Please come to learn how important this treasure is 
to our community. Call Joanne at 425.313.9523.

TABLE OF CONTENTS

Get Involved

CALLING ALL VOLUNTEERS! Interested in volunteering 
to be on a committee or to help at an event? Let us know. 
Speak to any Board member or send an e-mail to Yvonne 
Gitchel.

LOOKING FOR SPEAKERS The Events Committee is 
seeking luncheon speakers for 2014.  A speaker criteria 
form is posted on the Women Business Owners website. If 
you know someone who you think would make a great 
luncheon speaker, please send an email to Helen Taylor, 
Events Chair. 

EDUCATION COMMITTEE  
Are you interested in hosting a Brown Bag Workshop?  
This is a great way to use your area of expertise to 
educate fellow WBO members.  We have several 
openings this year.  If you are interested, contact Allison 
Madison, Education Chair. 



DONATE A DOOR PRIZE FOR GREAT PR! 
If you donate an item or service as a door prize for one of 
our events, your business will be mentioned in The Wire, 
at the luncheon podium, and on our website!  To take 
advantage of this great opportunity contact Yvonne 
Gitchel by the 1st of the month in which you wish to 
donate.

TELL YOUR FRIENDS ABOUT WBO!
Be sure to share your association with Women Business 
Owners with your friends, acquaintances, clients and 
fellow business owners. Remember, if you bring a guest to 
one of our monthly luncheon meetings, you will be entered 
into a drawing at the luncheon for a great door prize. 

WOMEN BUSINESS OWNERS ON LINKEDIN
We invite you to check out our Women Business Owners 
group on LinkedIn.  With our events listings,  discussions, 
opportunities to post job openings, news and marketing 
tools, we would like to encourage you to utilize this group 
more in 2013.  Please join us at our LinkedIn group!   

WOMEN BUSINESS OWNERS ON FACEBOOK   
Please remember to "Like" the Women Business Owners 
fan page. Go to
www.facebook.com/seattlewomenbusinessowners and 
click the "Like" button. Also, if you have a website or blog, 
you can put a "Like" Women Business Owners Button on 
your own website/blog. Our ID# is 118510208183853. Let 
us know if you have a Facebook Fan Page and WBO will 
"like" you too!
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In the Spotlight 

Susan Stringer delivers solutions that 
work. As President and General 
Manager of The Brighton Group, an OI 
Partners company, she provides 
expertise ranging from executive 
coaching and leadership development, to 
organizational consulting.

Her 20-year record of developing 
strategy that gets results has earned her 

the reputation of a highly sought-after executive 
consultant in diverse Northwest companies.  

Susan partners with clients to turn dysfunction into a 
profitable bottom line. Her in-depth understanding, of 
critical human resource issues that need to be addressed 
to design and implement successful transitions, makes her 
an invaluable partner to her clients. Susan has the unique 
ability to reduce a complex or confusing situation down to 
its core issues, from which she creates a better business 
outcome.



Your Name Here?
Your Company Name Here?   
Each month, we highlight two of our members in this 
section of the Wire. This is a special benefit given to 
members attending the previous month's luncheon. Two 
of them are chosen at random and given a chance to 
share information about themselves and their businesses 
with our Wire readers.
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