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Brown Bag Workshop

Tuesday, October 15
Bellevue Library
12:00 PM - 1:00 PM

Presenter: Annette Bond, 
Definitive Style by Annette 
Bond

Topic: The Power of 
Accessories in Your Wardrobe
Click here for more information

WBO Luncheon
Thursday, October 24  
The Harbor Club, Seattle

11:30 AM - 1:30 PM
Topic: Breast Cancer 
Awareness - An empowered 

approach to patient awareness 
and treatment
Panel Members: Patricia L. 

Dawson, M.D., PhD; Shannon 
Marsh; and Marilyn Richards
Moderated by: Sima Kahn, 

MD
Click here for more information

After Hours
Tuesday, November 12  
1Hundred Bistro & Bar, 

Bellevue
4:30 PM - 6:30 PM
Join us for a special After 

Hours as we network with our 
EWGA friends!
Click here for more information

Dear Member,

An incredible view of the Seattle Harbor; a crowded room 

full of beautifully dressed men and women; delectable 
seafood, beef, vegetarian and dessert dishes; superior 
wine selections; moving and impactful speeches given by 

four extremely talented, driven and accomplished 
women....this describes the 2013 Nellie Cashman Woman 
Business Owner of the Year Award in just a few brief 

phrases. Each candidate was a strong contender for the 
honor, and the judges had to spend a great deal of time 
thoughtfully reviewing areas of criteria such as financial 

information, references, aspects of innovation, personal 
and business challenges, effectiveness in responding to 
the worst economic crisis since the Great Depression, as 

well as community involvement. After following the 
rigorous process and evaluating the candidates personal 
interviews, the Nellie Judging Committee selected Kay 

Smith-Blum as our 2013 Nellie Cashman Award winner. 
Please mark your calendar now to attend our January 
luncheon where Kay will speak to our organization and 

share insights into how she achieved success in the very 
competitive apparel market.

Currently, breast cancer strikes 1 in 8 women in the 
United States. With odds like that, chances are you know 
someone who has or is currently working to regain their 

health after a breast cancer diagnosis.  We all know that 
knowledge is power, and that is why we are so very 
pleased to offer a panel presentation on: "Breast Cancer 

Awareness - An empowered approach to patient 
awareness and treatment."  Please join us on Thursday, 
October 24th for this very special and information packed 

luncheon at the Harbor Club, Seattle.

How often are you just about to walk out the door, you 

look in the mirror and realize something is missing from 
your outfit? The pizzazz you're craving is missing. Come 
learn how to take your outfit from ordinary to "polished" 

with the finishing touches of accessories. Join Annette 
Bond at the Bellevue Library on Tuesday, October 15th for 
the Brown Bag presentation: "The Power of Accessories 

in your Wardrobe."  

WBO Mobile App has launched!

Our newest sponsors Carol Carini from Billabong 



Have something to 

contribute?

Report your news here
Click here to check The Wire's 
news reporting guidelines.

Strategic Sponsor:

Marketing and Chuck Oxford from Fix Auto Bellevue have 
made it possible for WBO to more effectively 

communicate with current and potential members by 
developing and sponsoring our own Mobile App.

Most people carry their smart phones with them 24/7. With 
our Mobile App you can book luncheons, events and 
share WBO information with others straight from your 
mobile device.

You can download our App from Google Play for Android 
and iTunes for Iphones and Ipads by searching - Women 

Business Owners Seattle.

Carol Carini will be educating us on the best way to use 

and market our App. We are looking forward to having our 
members download and communicate with us through our 
App, plus share it with potential members.

For members who have blackberry and windows phones, 
we will have a version for you coming soon.

Warm Regards,

Karin Frost Blakley
2013 President, Women Business Owners 
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Welcome Aboard

Kim Bohr
At The Innovare Group we improve performance and 

efficiencies of the sales and marketing functions of 
organizations globally. When we begin our work, we don't 
assume we have the answers.  Instead, we take an 

inquisitive approach to understanding your business.  We 
seek to find the source of the issue so we can address the 
root cause to drive sustainable change.  We leverage 

what is serving the organization well and incorporate new 
process and technology into existing strategies where 
appropriate. 

Sheila Bryan MLO-175890
Cobalt Mortgage is the largest privately held mortgage 

lender in the state of Washington.

Leslie Larson

Larson Marketing & Communications provides marketing, 
corporate communications and branding consultation 
services to the health care, professional services and 

nonprofit sectors. Principal Leslie A. Larson is a marketing 
strategist who has 20+ years experience leading the 
marketing, corporate communications and branding efforts 

for some of the Puget Sound region's top companies.

Fiona Skelly

Fashion is my PASSION!  At Styling YOU Fabulous! I can 
help you with every aspect of style and fashion.  I 
represent a wonderful clothing line - Etcetera, showing 

their seasonal collections in my home four times a year.  I 
also work as a personal fashion stylist and just opened a 



new business - TAKE TWO! A high end consignment 
event.
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From the Members

Equinox Business Law Group is pleased to announce 
they have won the King County Executive's 2013 Woman 

Small Business of the Year Award.

Butch Blum is pleased to be recognized for its service in 

the Seattle Magazine September 2013 issue (listed as the 
second most recognized store after Nordstrom for 
attention to detail and client orientation) and to get such 
great editorial coverage during Fashion Week from Seattle 

Metropolitan Magazine, October issue.

Tina Christiansen of Write as Rain® Communications 

would like to thank DML Insurance and Equinox Business 
Law Group for their recent help. Dena Levine at DML 
assisted in analyzing insurance needs required by a 

contract and guiding the insurance process, and Lauren 
Burgon at Equinox provide contract review - both making it 
possible to execute a three-year contract with current 

client.

Debbie Rosemont of Simply Placed was interview by 

Smead about overcoming the challenges of 
disorganization during an episode of their Keeping You 
Organized podcast. You can view the video via YouTube. 
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Get Involved

CALLING ALL VOLUNTEERS!  Interested in 

volunteering to be on a committee or to help at an event? 
Let us know. Speak to any Board member or send an 

e-mail to Yvonne Gitchel.

LOOKING FOR SPEAKERS The Events Committee is 

seeking luncheon speakers for 2014.  A speaker criteria 
form is posted on the Women Business Owners website. If 
you know someone who you think would make a great 

luncheon speaker, please send an email to Helen Taylor, 
Events Chair. 

EDUCATION COMMITTEE  
Are you interested in hosting a Brown Bag Workshop?  
This is a great way to use your area of expertise to 

educate fellow WBO members.  We have several 
openings this year.  If you are interested, contact Allison 
Madison, Education Chair. 

DONATE A DOOR PRIZE FOR GREAT PR! 
If you donate an item or service as a door prize for one of 

our events, your business will be mentioned in The Wire, 
at the luncheon podium, and on our website!  To take 
advantage of this great opportunity contact Yvonne 



Gitchel by the 1st of the month in which you wish to 
donate.

TELL YOUR FRIENDS ABOUT WBO!
Be sure to share your association with Women Business 

Owners with your friends, acquaintances, clients and 
fellow business owners. Remember, if you bring a guest to 
one of our monthly luncheon meetings, you will be entered 

into a drawing at the luncheon for a great door prize. 

WOMEN BUSINESS OWNERS ON LINKEDIN   

We invite you to check out our Women Business Owners 
group on LinkedIn.  With our events listings,  discussions, 
opportunities to post job openings, news and marketing 

tools, we would like to encourage you to utilize this group 
more in 2013.  Please join us at our LinkedIn group!   

WOMEN BUSINESS OWNERS ON FACEBOOK   
Please remember to "Like" the Women Business Owners 
fan page. Go to

www.facebook.com/seattlewomenbusinessowners and 
click the "Like" button. Also, if you have a website or blog, 
you can put a "Like" Women Business Owners Button on 

your own website/blog. Our ID# is 118510208183853. Let 
us know if you have a Facebook Fan Page and WBO will 
"like" you too!
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In the Spotlight  

Your Name Here?

Your Company Name Here?   
Each month, we highlight two of our members in this 
section of the Wire. This is a special benefit given to 

members attending the previous month's luncheon. Two 
of them are chosen at random and given a chance to 
share information about themselves and their businesses 

with our Wire readers.
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