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Holiday After Hours
Tuesday, December 10  
Butch Blum, Seattle
5:00 PM - 7:30 PM
In the spirit of giving, we will be 
accepting donations for Mary's 
Place.
Click here for more information
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contribute?

Report your news here
Click here to check The Wire's 
news reporting guidelines.
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Dear Member,

It has been a pleasure serving as your President and I 
greatly appreciate the hard work of our past board who 
helped to make WBO the premier organization for 
business women in the Puget Sound area! The year was 
full of marvelous programs, informative speakers, a 
fantastic Nellie Award Event and opportunities to share it 
all with some incredible business professionals. I look 
forward to serving in a different role in 2014 with the new 
board and Annette Bond guiding the organization.

I hope you will make a point to join us for our last event of 
the year, our Holiday After Hours, at Butch Blum. The 
event will be co-hosted by Kay Smith-Blum, our 2013 
Nellie Award winner. I look forward to seeing you next 
year as we begin meeting at two new luncheon 
locations. More information on our fabulous location 
changes will be forthcoming. In the meantime, best wishes 
to you and your family for a wonderful holiday season and 
a Happy New Year!

Warm Regards,

Karin Frost Blakley
2013 President, Women Business Owners 
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From the Members

Update on the WBO App:
We now have a mobile website version for our Blackberry 
and Windows phone users. A mobile website doesn't have 
all the features our App has but Carol Carini from 
Billabong Marketing will be adding more features in the 
near future. You can download a version by texting wbos
to 41242 or go direct to http://wbo-seattle.mdom.mobi
from your mobile device. If you have any questions please 
contact Carol Carini at 206-391-8300 or by email. 

Annette Bond of Definitive Style joined International 
Color Guru - Leatrice Eiseman as the moderator at the 
Fashion Group International Event in October. They 
discussed topics such as the message and meaning of 



color, how colors and themes are selected, what factors 
influence color trends, and how the top ten colors of each 
season are chosen.

Tish Johnson, former Nellie Cashman Award winner, has 
been named Chair of the Board of Governors for The 
Columbia Tower Club. "There is NO WAY I could have 
achieved this goal without the help and support of the 
WBO organization. WBO members believed in me before I 
believed in myself. It has been an honor to have received 
the Nellie Cashman Award and to be associated with this 
organization." Tish extends an open invitation to WBO 
members to join her any mutually agreed upon time for 
coffee/tea in The Columbia Tower Club.

Mitch Shepard has expanded her business portfolio to 
create Women in Real Life (WiRL) Leadership Summit, an 
online event for Professional Women. We're bringing 
together world renown speakers, authors, and 
businesswomen to share strategic leadership skills, 
discuss communication and confidence in (and out of) the 
office, and promote balance and happiness for the modern 
women. For more information, please visit wirlsummit.com
or email info@wirlsummit.com.

Kay Smith-Blum serves her final days on the Seattle 
School Board. At the end of a 4-year term on the Seattle 
School Board, and serving as President for the 2013 
school year, Kay Smith-Blum ends her tenure after landing 
the new school boundaries throughout the city of Seattle. 
Click here for more information.

Butch Blum wins Best Men's Clothier in King 5's Best of 
Western Washington contest. For the third time in 7 years, 
Kay Smith-Blum, CEO of Butch Blum, is pleased to 
announce her company, BUTCH BLUM, has once again 
won the top spot in men's clothing during the annual "Best 
of" contest sponsored by King 5's Evening Magazine.  
Click here for more information.

To better serve women in particular, Kathleen Steele, 
CFP became a Certified Divorce Financial Analyst. Don't 
miss out on critical planning opportunities that can have a 
resounding impact on your future - before and after a 
divorce. Please consult with a CDFA!
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Get Involved

CALLING ALL VOLUNTEERS!  Interested in 

volunteering to be on a committee or to help at an event? 
Let us know. Speak to any Board member or send an 
e-mail to Yvonne Gitchel.

LOOKING FOR SPEAKERS The Events Committee is 
seeking luncheon speakers for 2014.  A speaker criteria 
form is posted on the Women Business Owners website. If 
you know someone who you think would make a great 
luncheon speaker, please send an email to Helen Taylor, 
Events Chair. 

EDUCATION COMMITTEE  



Are you interested in hosting a Brown Bag Workshop?  
This is a great way to use your area of expertise to 
educate fellow WBO members.  We have several 
openings this year.  If you are interested, contact Allison 
Madison, Education Chair. 

DONATE A DOOR PRIZE FOR GREAT PR! 
If you donate an item or service as a door prize for one of 
our events, your business will be mentioned in The Wire, 
at the luncheon podium, and on our website!  To take 
advantage of this great opportunity contact Yvonne 
Gitchel by the 1st of the month in which you wish to 
donate.

TELL YOUR FRIENDS ABOUT WBO!
Be sure to share your association with Women Business 
Owners with your friends, acquaintances, clients and 
fellow business owners. Remember, if you bring a guest to 
one of our monthly luncheon meetings, you will be entered 
into a drawing at the luncheon for a great door prize. 

WOMEN BUSINESS OWNERS ON LINKEDIN   
We invite you to check out our Women Business Owners 
group on LinkedIn.  With our events listings,  discussions, 
opportunities to post job openings, news and marketing 
tools, we would like to encourage you to utilize this group 
more in 2013.  Please join us at our LinkedIn group!   

WOMEN BUSINESS OWNERS ON FACEBOOK   
Please remember to "Like" the Women Business Owners 
fan page. Go to
www.facebook.com/seattlewomenbusinessowners and 
click the "Like" button. Also, if you have a website or blog, 
you can put a "Like" Women Business Owners Button on 
your own website/blog. Our ID# is 118510208183853. Let 
us know if you have a Facebook Fan Page and WBO will 
"like" you too!
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 In the Spotlight  

Founded by Dr. Claire Barnett
in 2009 to create community 
and support through shared 
creativity, Seattle Mosaic Arts
features workshops from 
international visiting artists, 
mosaic technique classes, 
lectures, art shows, group 

events, commissions, and, of course, space and time to 
create your own mosaic projects.

"There is, I believe, some real meaning in the process of 
breaking up glass and tiles into small pieces and then 
putting them back together in a new form, over and over 
again. It is both meditative and creative. There is 
something soothing about the process and it is a 



comforting way to be with other people - sharing space 
and working side-by-side."

Piecing together is the heart of SMA. As a member-based 
studio, we are a large group of creative, generous people 
working together to nurture community at all levels. We 
offer a lovely, light and color-filled shared space to work 
creatively with others, to learn, and to be inspired.

SMA and its members are using their hearts and hands to 
bring beauty and foster community. From a welcome sign 
at a local Pea Patch to the mosaicing of the pediatric ward 
of a hospital in Haiti, we are involved at all levels: 
fundraising, technical support, education and, of course, 
hands-on tiling.

Committed to the growth and development of mosaic art in 
the Pacific Northwest, SMA provides resources, materials, 
support and space for the sharing of all things mosaic.

Claire's own path to mosaics and this studio has been 
forged from heartache. She began creating mosaics after 
the tragic death of her two young daughters on alaska 
airlines Flight 261 in 2000. Her first mosaics were made 
with family and friends as group projects to mark her 
daughters' birthdays. As her backyard filled with memorial 
garden stones, Claire began expanding her study and 
experience in mosaic art. She has studied traditional 
methods in Italy, including both the ravenna and Venetian 
Methods, and has adapted and modified them over the 
years to create a simple technique for both beginners and 
advanced mosaic artists. Claire opened SMA in order to 
share these methods, and to offer this accessible and 
satisfying medium to others - both as an individual 
creative process and to bring beauty into the world.

 A 25-year Wells Fargo veteran, 
Kasey Essex is the Greater Puget 
Sound Area President supporting 
five districts, 55 stores and more 
than 600 team members in doing 
what they do best everyday: 
delivering world-class service and 
growing the business.

At Wells Fargo, our vision is to satisfy all of our customers' 
needs and help them succeed financially. Our 
experienced relationship managers understand the local 
economy and business environment and are responsible 
for locally delivering products, services and credit to 
support you and your business as it grows and changes 
over time.

By combining best-in-class national capabilities with our 
community-based local relationship-oriented approach, 
Wells Fargo builds lifelong customer relationships and 
helps our customers and communities achieve financial 
success.

Julie Whitesel has been in public 
accounting for the past 13 years, 
working with clients on their 
individual, business, estate and 



trust tax returns.  She enjoys 
helping clients with their tax, 
bookkeeping, payroll and other 
accounting needs. Julie is currently 
working at Shannon & Associates, 

a locally owned full service accounting firm in Kent, 
Washington. Julie earned her bachelor's degree in 
accounting from Central Washington University.

Your Name Here?
Your Company Name Here?   
Each month, we highlight two of our members in this 
section of the Wire. This is a special benefit given to 
members attending the previous month's luncheon. Two 
of them are chosen at random and given a chance to 
share information about themselves and their businesses 
with our Wire readers.
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