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After Hours!

Tuesday, February 10
4:30 PM - 6:30 PM

Capri Cellars, Issaquah

Click here for more information

BBG Information Meeting

Wednesday, February 11
5:30 PM - 7:30 PM

SisAdmin, Bothell

Click here for more information

WBO Luncheon

Thursday, February 26
NEW Eastside Location:

Maggiano's Little Italy - Lincoln

Square, Bellevue
11:30 AM - 1:30 PM
Speaker:  Heidi Swartz,

Principal, Swartz Company
Title: Culture Shift for
Entrepreneurs: Strategies for

Integrating Career & Family

Click here for more information

  

Women Business

Owners was founded in 1979
by a group of local women

business owners seeking

counsel, support and friendship

from their peers. Today, WBO
members share the common

goal of supporting thriving

women in business.

Dear Member,   

We had a fabulous January: our

After Hours Event was sold out, 8

new members joined, Anne

Corning of CorningWorks joined

the WBO Board of Directors as our

new Marketing Chair, and our

January Luncheon drew record
attendance as our 2014 Nellie

Award Winner, Jill Blankenship of Frontline Call Center,

shared her Best Business Practices for Growth.
 
Jill started us off with the question: "Who here would like

to have growth in your business in 2015?" We all raised
our hands! Jill shared with us something that really stuck
with her over the years and to which she attributes her

wise growth decisions. Roland Chaiton with Seattle
Community Capital Development advised Jill when she
was getting her SBA funding. He said, "Remember that

just as many businesses fail from growth as they do from
no growth at all." Jill has always kept this in mind as she
analyzes growth opportunities in her business. She has

even turned down some opportunities based on the cost
that it would have required to accommodate the new
business. Thank you Jill for sharing your wisdom with us! 

 
We have great events for you to attend - please check out
the WBO calendar on our website for more details. This is

a great way to connect with your WBO community. 
 
We have outstanding member programs for you to

participate in:
1. Sign up to conduct an Educational Workshop

2. Be a part of a Business Building Group

3. Become a WBO Sponsor

  

Looking to volunteer and use your awesome skills to serve

others and really get to know fellow members? We have

great opportunities for you:

1. Join the WBO Ambassador Team - looking for

friendly stewards to help new members get plugged

in to all WBO has to offer. Contact Deborah

Peterson.

2. Join the WBO Trade Show Committee - looking for
folks with skills in event planning and sales that want

to help with our July WBO Trade Show Event.

Contact Arden & Kim.  

This year WBO is going to be revving up our marketing

and outreach activities thanks to the vision of our new

Marketing Chair, Anne Corning of CorningWorks. As a first
step in launching the right new marketing initiatives, we

want to hear from YOU, our members! In February 2015,

we'll be sending out a brief survey to learn more about the
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Have something to

contribute?

Report your news here
Click here to check The Wire's

news reporting guidelines.
 

 Strategic Sponsor:

 

value you find in WBO's activities and community and how

we can make WBO even more relevant to help propel

your business and career success. We hope you will take

the time to participate as we take WBO to greater heights

in 2015. 

 

Warm regards,  

Silvia Peterson

2015 President, Women Business Owners 
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Welcome Aboard 

Aubrey Armes

Awaken Your Greatness
Aubrey is a transformation coach

serving spiritual entrepreneurs and

heart based leaders to attract their ideal

clients, make more money and have a

lot more fun!  

Shari Burk

Big Smartie

There are two reasons strategy fails.
Either there is a flaw in the strategic
plan, or the strategy fails in execution. 

The root cause of both failures is
confusion around what strategy is and

what it is not. After years of observing the weaknesses in

traditional strategic approaches, we developed a better
method, a proven method that will clear up the confusion
and optimize your resources through software that

integrates a decision platform and optimization tools. We
call it Big Smartie because it makes everyone work a little
smarter. 

Carole Cancler 
Caprine Consulting focuses on

WordPress website development, web
content development, social media

strategies, and small business

marketing. My clients include
companies in a variety of industries,

including construction, entertainment, food & beverage,

health & fitness, and non-profits. My background includes
small business startup, software development, technical

writing, and food science. 

Mona Fahoum

University Health Clinic 

is a private primary care practice

focused on wellness for the whole

family. Focusing on Naturopathic

medicine, we work to get, and keep,

our patients well. We utilize both

conventional and natural medicine to give our patients the

best of both worlds. 

Patricia Love 

Life's Cheerleader 
is an online community that empowers

women to build a positive self image

through private membership, sponsors



 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 

and scholarships. We are women

inspiring women, whether you are a

CEO, Entrepreneur or Homemaker. Who will be your

inspiration today? 

 Christina Park

Law Offices of Christina Park 

Christina Park helps businesses at all
stages grow and protect themselves.

Christina is a graduate of Yale Law

School and has worked as an attorney

at top Seattle law firms. Christina is

proud to support entrepreneurs by providing quality legal

services. 

 

Rachel Ronan

Kiwi Creative is a boutique marketing

and design studio focused on branding.

Services include graphic design, email

marketing and promotional products. 

Roberta Brown Root

Roberta Brown Root Design
"A home," says Brown Root, "whether a
study in white or a kaleidoscope of

color, should feel like an extension of
the homeowner, flowing seamlessly
between form and function, facilitating a

well lived life. My job, as an interior designer, is to help
create life-style." 
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Promotion Opportunities 

DONATE A DOOR PRIZE FOR GREAT PR! If you donate
an item or service as a door prize for one of our

luncheons, your business will be mentioned in The WIRE,
at the luncheon podium, and on our website! To take
advantage of this great opportunity, contact Yvonne

Gitchel by the 1st of the month in which you wish to
donate.
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From the Members 

Wells Fargo Women in Business education

scholarships available now! (apply by February 20) 

Are you thinking of continuing your education with

professional or academic training? Wells Fargo
Washington Women's Roundtable and The Seattle

Foundation are offering grants to women business owners

in Western Washington in support of these efforts.
Scholarships from $4,000 - $6,500 will be granted for

enrollment in eligible continuing education programs such

as those offered by the Executive Development Institute
(EDI), Seattle University and the University of Washington.

For eligibility criteria and application form visit: Wells

Fargo Women in Business Scholarship.

Dream big and think Paris! Olive Crest is hosting its



"Springtime in Paris" 15th Annual Gala Auction to support

local at-risk children and families. Your Paris experience

starts on March 7th at The Hyatt Regency Bellevue. Enjoy

an elegant evening of silent, wine and live auctions! Click

here for more information.

 
Kay Smith-Blum, CEO of BUTCH BLUM, Inc. 

was thrilled to have this profile on Butch Blum just before
Christmas 2014 which was part of an entrepreneurial

series the PSBJ is doing. "We have gotten lots of great

feedback!" 

 

WBO thanks Angela Hildre, Jill Blankenship, and Stacy

Lil for generously donating door prizes at our January

luncheon. Angela donated a beautifully photographed

book titled "Around Beauty" by famed Interior Designer

Barbara Barry. In addition to the book, Angela offered a

complimentary one hour design service. Jill Blankenship,

our luncheon speaker, donated a $50 VISA gift card.

Stacy Lil donated 4 bottles of "O Wines" wine.  
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CALLING ALL VOLUNTEERS! Interested in volunteering
to be on a committee or to help at an event? Let us know.

Speak to any Board member or send an e-mail to Yvonne
Gitchel.  

LOOKING FOR SPEAKERS The Events Committee is

seeking luncheon speakers for 2015.  A speaker criteria
form is posted on the Women Business Owners website. If

you know someone who you think would make a great

luncheon speaker, please send an email to Arden Clise

and Kim Wesselman, Events Co-Chairs. 

 
EDUCATION COMMITTEE  Are you interested in hosting

an Education Workshop?  This is a great way to use your

area of expertise to educate fellow WBO members.  We
have several openings this year.  If you are interested,

send an email to Mary Burris, our Education Committee

Chair.
 

TELL YOUR FRIENDS ABOUT WOMEN BUSINESS

OWNERS!

Be sure to share your association with Women Business
Owners with your friends, acquaintances, clients and

fellow business owners. Remember, if you bring a guest to

one of our monthly luncheon meetings, you will be entered
into a drawing at the luncheon for a great door prize. 



 

BUSINESS BUILDING GROUPS  Would you like to get to

know other women who are building their businesses?

Now is the time to jump in and get connected. Business

Building Groups are the place to receive and give ongoing

support. BBG's are an excellent place to share ideas and

plans with like-minded women. We have several groups

based on location forming now including a small group
support for large businesses.  For more information and to

sign up, please contact Mary Burris.

WOMEN BUSINESS OWNERS ON LINKEDIN  

We invite you to check out our Women Business

Owners group on LinkedIn.  With our events listings,

 discussions, opportunities to post job openings, news and

marketing tools, we would like to encourage you to utilize

this group more in 2014.  Please join us at our LinkedIn
group!  

 
WOMEN BUSINESS OWNERS ON FACEBOOK  

Click here to "Like" the Women Business Owners fan
page.  Also, if you have a website or blog, you can put a
"Like" Women Business Owners Button on your own

website/blog. Our ID# is 118510208183853. Let us know if
you have a Facebook Fan Page and WBO will "like" you
too!
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In the Spotlight  

Anne Corning,

Principal Consultant,
CorningWorks
With more than 20 years in

corporate and small business
marketing, I enjoy helping clients
understand their customers and

market landscape and execute
cost-effective marketing

strategies to help their business thrive. My specialty is

leveraging the power of the written word - creating website
copy, collaterals, white papers, ghost-written articles, and
tuning up LinkedIn profiles. I love taking hard-core high

tech, engineering or scientific content and making it

accessible to business audiences. With an MBA from UW,
I've been involved in several start-up companies and am

active in the entrepreneurship community, writing

investor-ready business plans to help get new ideas off
the ground or enable established companies to access

funding and take their business to the next level.

 

 

Niki McKay, 

Principal,
Blue Danube Productions is a

team of event production
specialists focused on audio,

video, and lighting for award-

winning events nationwide.
Supporting event planners in

creating indelible experiences is

the driving force behind Blue Danube's flawless
events. As founder and resident visionary at Blue Danube



Productions, Niki McKay possesses an exceptional

understanding of what's at stake for her clients: time,

capital and reputation.

 

Exceeding customer's event goals becomes a consistent

reality through Niki's industry-recognized leadership in

assembling and mobilizing elite teams of event designers,

technicians and performers. 
 

At the ground level, Niki believes a Blue Danube-quality

event is built on her team's creative collaboration with

customers.

 

Your Name Here?

Your Company Name Here?   

Each month, we highlight two of our members in this

section of the Wire. This is a special benefit given to

members attending the previous month's luncheon. Two of

them are chosen at random and given a chance to share

information about themselves and their businesses with

our Wire readers.
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