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President's Message

Dear Member,

Happy September! I hope you are 
settling in to your new routine as many 
go back to school and we welcome the 
much needed rain.

For our August luncheon we made it 
back to our Eastside venue at 

Maggiano's. We enjoyed the engaging and informative social 
media expert Tracey Warren, CEO of Ready Set Grow 
Marketing. Tracey's topic was Nurture Your Network: Creating 
Social Media that sells. Tracey reminded us that social media 
is about being social. She shared her four key points to 
Nurture Your Network: Be Social and authentic (S), Engage 
with your audience (E), Listen to your community (L), and 
Leverage your content (L). We learned so much from Tracey 
and thank her for providing her expertise on this important 
topic.

Our Annual premier event - the Nellie Awards Gala - is just 
five weeks away. The event is already more than 50% sold 
out! Don't delay in purchasing tickets and tables, they are 
going fast. Click here to purchase.

Looking for a way to connect with your WBO community? We 
have great events for you to attend this month. Please check 
out the WBO calendar on our website for more details. Hope 
to see you in September!

Warm regards,

Silvia Peterson
2015 President, Women Business Owners

P.S. I am thrilled to see more of your beautiful faces on our 
WBO Membership Directory instead of our WBO member 



Stay Connected

Calendar

After Hours!

Speed Mentoring 

with Nellie Finalists

Tuesday, September 15
5:00 - 7:30 pm
Location: 
Ryan, Swanson & 
Cleveland, PLLC, Seattle
Click for more 
information

WBO Luncheon
Thursday, September 24
11:30 am - 1:30 pm
Seattle Location:
Women's University Club
Speaker: Shari Storm, 
CEO,Category 6 
Consulting
Title: How to be More 
 Effective, Productive 
and Happy
Click for more 
information

The Nellie Gala
Thursday, October 8
Four Seasons Hotel 
Seattle
Click for more 
information

Women Business 
Owners was founded in 
1979 by a group of local 
women business owners 
seeking counsel, support 
and friendship from their 
peers. WBO propels 
women entrepreneurs to 
embrace their vision of 
success!

President:
Silvia Peterson
SLP Consulting, LLC

avatar. Thanks to those of you who read this and took action. 
We are currently at 61% photos and 39% avatars - our goal is 
100% photos! Your valuable WBO profile is in your hands to 
create and maintain - just like you do on Facebook and 
LinkedIn. If you are having trouble, please reach out to us at 
info@womenbusinessowners.org. 
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Welcome Aboard

Janet Andrews
Consociata LLC
I help leaders become more aware of 
their influence and impact so they can 
be more effective in creating the type 
of environment that maximizes the best 
from their teams. I want to see each of 
my clients build the capacity of their 
leadership toolbox and maximize their 

leadership experiences. As a coach and consultant, I will 
encourage you and your organizations to leverage both left 
and right-brain talents; move towards a comfortable 
discomfort; be open to dissonance; and connect different 
dots. 

Nicole Bowers
Brighton Jones is a wealth 
management company that uses 
objectivity, creativity and passion to 
help our clients, colleagues and 
community live richer lives.

Rosario Carroll is a founding senior 
officer of Plaza Bank, and serves as 
the Director of Diversity Banking. She 
also plays a prominent role in our 
Community Outreach efforts. She has 
over 27 years of commercial banking 
experience in the greater Seattle area. 

Wendi Fischer
America's Foundation for Chess uses 
the game of chess to teach critical and 
creative thinking skills in second and 
third grade classrooms. The program, 
First Move, is one hour a week, during 
the school day, so all children receive 
the benefits.  We have 150,000 
students across the country learning 



President Elect:
Micheline Palmer
Palmer Construction and 
Remodel

Past President:
Annette Bond
Definitive Style

Education Chair:
Mary Burris
SisAdmin

Events Co-Chair:
Arden Clise
Clise Etiquette

Events Co-Chair:
Kim Wesselman
Windermere Real Estate

Marketing Chair:
Anne Corning
CorningWorks

Membership Chair:
Deborah Peterson, CSA
Peterson LTC, Inc.

Nellie Cashman Co-
Chair:
Susan Fox
Ryan, Swanson & 
Cleveland, PLLC

Nellie Cashman Co-
Chair:
Kay Smith-Blum
Butch Blum, Inc.

Secretary:
Jackie Ramirez
Windermere Real Estate

Sponsorship Chair:
Wendy Moe
Rodan + Fields 
Dermatologists Skincare

Treasurer:
Jessica Allen, CPA
Rain City CPA, PLLC

Have something to 
contribute? 
Report your news here.
Click here to check The 

with First Move.and to kids across the country she is "The 
Chess Lady." As the teacher on the First Move™ curriculum 
video, Wendi appears weekly in First Move classrooms and 
has become rather famous with 8 and 9 year olds.

Diane Larson
Mercer Island Florist
Diane has been at the helm of Mercer 
Island Florist for 27 years. She had the 
pleasure of working with her mother, 
Shirley, for 10 years before assuming 
ownership of the thriving flower shop. 
Her floral palette has evolved over the 
years to her present preferred style of 

monochromatic arrangements and bouquets featuring a 
cluster of exclusively one type of flower, lending an air of 
graceful sophistication.

Laurie Nichols
Courage to Confidence Coaching
I help professional men and women 
who are waking up feeling like life has 
passed them by, to stop wishing and 
reignite their one life, their way. When 
people work with me we dig deep to 
reconnect with what matters most in 
their life now, letting go of 

"shoulda/couldas" to create a smart plan for savoring the taste 
of freedom in living a life they love. I love this work because 
I've been there! I woke up at 50 a successful business owner 
dreaming of my escape but feeling trapped by a sense of duty 
and worries about being ready to retire financially. I created 
my own smart plan to "refire" not retire and I'm excited to help 
others do the same!

Angie Sherman
doTerra Wellness Advocate
I have been an RN for 20 years, my 
expertise is health and wellness. I am 
very passionate about educating and 
empowering women and their families 
on using natural solutions such as 
doTERRA essential oils and 
supplements for continued and 
improved health and wellness. 

Shana Wasserman-Amouyal
Wasserman Chiropractic in 
Bellevue provides the highest quality of 
care and customized Chiropractic 
treatments to help you reach optimal 
health.
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Wire's news reporting 
guidelines.

Strategic Sponsor: 

Become a Nellie Gala Sapphire Sponsor! Only $325
You'll receive admission to this year's Nellie Gala Invitation 
Only VIP Reception where you can meet and mingle with this 
year's award finalists, WBO sponsors, and local leaders. 
Benefits include:

• One Nellie Gala Dinner Ticket (Value: $150. You know 
you're going to buy one anyway!)

• One Nellie VIP Reception Ticket
• Option to buy a VIP reception ticket for a non-member 

guest
• Your name in the Nellie Awards printed program and 

PowerPoint presentation
• Recognition on your name tag as a "Sapphire Sponsor"
• Recognition at luncheons from August through 

November
• Your name listed on the WBO website through 2015

Sign up by September 15th to receive all of these 
benefits! Click here to sign up now!

Follow the WBO Action on Social Media
Get the latest news and updates, see photos from our events, 
and be a part of the conversation about women in business 
and entrepreneurship - You're invited to follow WBO on social 
media:

 Facebook

 Twitter

 LinkedIn

 Instagram

And if you're a member or sponsor, we'll follow you too!
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Renewing Members

Karol Dixon
FocalPoint Business Coaching
Member Since 2014



Kristin Heffley
Caffeinated Communications Studio
Member Since 2014

Cindy Leverich
Cohen Brown Management Group
Member Since 2014

Kristi A. Mandt, CFP
Millikin Mandt Associates, Inc.
Member Since 1995

Kathleen P. Steele CFP CLU ChFC
AXA Advisors, LLC
Member Since 2004

Kim Wesselman
Windermere Real Estate Co.
Board Member & Events Co-chair
Member Since 2012
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Promotion Opportunities

WBO thanks Tracey Warren, CEO of Ready Set Grow 
Marketing and our August Luncheon speaker, for generously 
donating a gift certificate for a 60 minute session to develop 
Social Media Strategy ($250 Value) at our August luncheon. 



DONATE A DOOR PRIZE FOR GREAT PR! If you 

donate an item or service as a door prize for one of our 
luncheons, your business will be mentioned in The WIRE, at 
the luncheon podium, and on our website! To take advantage 
of this great opportunity, contact Yvonne Gitchel by the 1st of 
the month in which you wish to donate.
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Introducing CoCertus, a senior-level consulting company with 
cross-industry expertise providing in-depth project knowledge 
and consultation services for its clients. Marie Gill and Sean 
Kennedy bring over 50 years of C-Level experience, to guide 
organizations through growth and change. As a team 
assisting their client's organization, they deliver insight, 
objective thinking, and proactive decision-making. 

Long time WBO member, Yvonne Hall has earned the 
promotion to Managing Director-Investments with Wells Fargo 
Advisors, LLC. Yvonne has served her clients with Wells 
Fargo Advisors for 15 years and has 22 years of experience in 
the financial services industry. She enjoys putting her skills 
and the resources of the firm to work for the betterment of her 
clients' lives. Yvonne and her team (The Hall Wealth 
Management Group of Wells Fargo Advisors, LLC) provide 
"Sounding Board Services for life's financial questions ... 
because the decisions you make matter."
425-369-5102 yvonne.hall@wfadvisors.com

Laura Leist, CPO, MOS, CRTS was interviewed for an article 
in Smart Moves as it relates to preparing your home office for 
listing a home. As Laura will tell you, these tips are things you 
should be doing whether you are moving or not. She is also 
quick to point out that the title of the article may be slightly 
misleading as there is a big difference between "organizing" 
and "cleaning" your office.

Roxie Schescke, founder and CEO of Indian Eyes, a 
government contracting firm based in Pasco, Washington is 
not in the business to create wealth and dollar signs. She 
believes that operating a business is about creating a legacy, 
being a good role model, and doing the right things for her 
community as a whole. For this very reason Roxie was 
selected as a Native Leader in the August issue of the Alaska 
Airlines Magazine.

BUTCH BLUM invites you to join us as we partner with SIFF 
and Women of Cinema for a special viewing of "The True 
Cost" in the store on Monday, September 21st at 4:30 PM. 
"The True Cost" is a feature length documentary film that 
explores the impact of fast fashion on people and the planet. It 
is our hope to broaden the awareness of the many effects that 
fast fashion has. RSVP ONLY to 
promotions@BUTCHBLUM.com or 206-622-5760 by 
September 18th - space is limited so don't delay! 
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Get Involved

CALLING ALL VOLUNTEERS! Interested in volunteering to 
be on a committee or to help at an event? Let us know. Speak 
to any Board member or send an e-mail to Yvonne Gitchel.

LOOKING FOR SPEAKERS The Events Committee is 
seeking luncheon speakers for 2016. A speaker criteria form
is posted on the Women Business Owners website. If you 
know someone who you think would make a great luncheon 
speaker, please send an email to Arden Clise and Kim 
Wesselman, Events Co-Chairs. 

EDUCATION COMMITTEE Are you interested in hosting an 
Education Workshop? This is a great way to use your area of 
expertise to educate fellow WBO members. We have several 
openings this year. If you are interested, send an email to 
Mary Burris, our Education Committee Chair. 

TELL YOUR FRIENDS ABOUT WOMEN BUSINESS 
OWNERS! Be sure to share your association with Women 
Business Owners with your friends, acquaintances, clients 
and fellow business owners. Remember, if you bring a guest 
to one of our monthly luncheon meetings, you will be entered 
into a drawing at the luncheon for a great door prize. 

BUSINESS BUILDING GROUPS Would you like to get to 
know other women who are building their businesses? Now is 
the time to jump in and get connected. Business Building 
Groups are the place to receive and give ongoing support. 
BBG's are an excellent place to share ideas and plans with 
like-minded women. We have several groups based on 
location forming now including a small group support for large 
businesses. For more information and to sign up, please 
contact Mary Burris.
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In the Spotlight

Nice to meet you! I'm Kristin Heffley, 
Chief Executive Caffeinator of 
Caffeinated Communications Studio, a 



Visual Marketing Agency. Along with 
my incredibly talented team, I harness 
the power of visuals to make marketing 
more memorable through a range of 
graphic, logo, and web design 
services. Why are we so passionate 
about Visual Marketing? It's quite 
simple, really. People form first 
impressions in a fraction of a second. 
For brands, first impressions are 94% 

design-related. We love people, and we love design. It's a 
win-win. Want buzz? Get Caffeinated.

Nancy Linnerooth, 
UnblockResults.com, works with small 
business owners and independent 
professionals identify and get rid of 
their internal blocks. These blocks 
keep them from doing what they know 
they need to do to grow their 
businesses and can cause 
procrastination, avoidance, and even 
self-sabotage. Nancy uses her 

background as a therapist to help clients who struggle with 
things like cold calls, making decisions, public speaking, and 
bringing in the same amount year after year. She loves 
helping people get out of their own way at any stage of a 
business, from just starting out to firmly established.

Your Name Here?
Your Company Name Here?
Each month, we highlight two of our members in this section 
of the Wire. This is a special benefit given to members 
attending the previous month's luncheon. Two of them are 
chosen at random and given a chance to share information 
about themselves and their businesses with our Wire 
readers. 
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