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President's Message

Greetings!

Happy October! Fall is here and so is 
our 2015 Nellie Award Gala! See you 
all at the Four Seasons on Thursday, 
October 8th where over 300 members 
of the WBO community will gather and 
celebrate Women in Business! 

For our September luncheon we enjoyed the engaging and 
informative author and coaching agent Shari Storm, CEO of 
Category 6 Consulting. Shari's topic was: How to be More 
Effective, Productive and Happy. The three things I took away 
from Shari were: Don't interpret a pause as resistance - 
remember you are often further along in the change 
management process; what is fun gets done - people will do 
what they like doing first, best and most; and lastly, be 
deliberate in the way you celebrate. Here is a link to a Fun 
Video to bring the what is fun gets done point home. For those 
of you who were at our luncheon, I am happy to report that 
Shari's computer made a full recovery.

Looking for a way to connect with your WBO colleagues? We 
have great events for you to attend this month. Please check 
out the WBO calendar on our website for more details. 

Looking to get more involved with WBO? It is time for some of 
those who have been serving WBO to step down from the 
Board, and we are looking to others to step up. WBO 
Members will be receiving a call for nominations this month. 
We are preparing the slate for the 2016-2017 Board and the 
following positions are open: President Elect, Education Chair, 
Events Chair and Nellie Chair. Please nominate yourself or 
another member who you know would add value to our WBO 
Board of Directors.



Calendar

The Nellie Gala
Thursday, October 8
Four Seasons Hotel,
Seattle
Click for more 
information

Education Workshop
Thursday, October 15
5:00 - 6:30 pm
Location: Reach 
Forward Coaching LLC, 
Newcastle
Presenter: Carrie Larson 
CVPCC, SPHR, Reach 
Forward Coaching, LLC
Topic: Change Your 
Environments, Change 
Your Business Results 
(and Your Life)
Click for more 
information

Education Workshop
Wednesday, October 21
5:00 - 6:30 pm
Location: Ryan, 
Swanson & Cleveland, 
PLLC, Seattle
Presenters: A Panel of 
Attorneys, Ryan, 
Swanson & Cleveland, 
PLLC
Topic: Trends In 
Employment Law: A 
Lively Panel Discussion 
Addressing Important 
Issues Facing 
Businesses
Click here for more 
information

WBO Luncheon
Thursday, October 22
11:30 am - 1:30 pm
Bellevue Location:
Maggiano's Little Italy
Speaker: Pamela 
Hinckley,
CEO/CVO/CMO
Tom Douglas 
Restaurants
Title: How Wine, Beer 
and Chocolate Led to a 
Role as CEO
Click for more 
information

Hope to see you in October!

Warm regards,

Silvia Peterson
2015 President, Women Business Owners
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Welcome Aboard

Pam Hottinger
Colonial Life
I work with business owners to provide 
innovative services and solutions to 
help with cost management, HR and 
administrative time savings and 
benefits communication while providing 
financial protection to their employees. 
This allows them to pay for things 

others insurance companies don't, such as lost wages and 
out-of-pocket expenses. All of these services are provided at 
no cost to the business.

Lacey Jayne
Highly Anticipated
Brand and Marketing for local 
businesses. Specializing in the needs 
of small businesses to find more 
Seattle Area customers. Graphic 
Design | Web Design | SEO | 
Marketing Strategy

Skye McGinn
All Pro Webworks LLC is a full service 
web development and online marketing 
firm founded in 1998, where we create 
professionally designed custom 
websites from start to finish. We 
combine dynamic design techniques 
with user-friendly features to promote 
optimal results for our clients. For over 

seventeen years, we have served hundreds of organizations 
and have compiled a powerful staff of professionals who 
specialize in building your company's best online presence.

Tricia Tomlinson
Staging & Design Network
We are a network for Interior 
Designers, Stagers, Builders, Realtors 
and home owners who stage and 
decorate their homes. In our simplest 
form we are a supply chain and full 
service logistics company for members 



Women Business 
Owners was founded in 

1979 by a group of local 
women business owners 
seeking counsel, support 
and friendship from their 
peers. WBO propels 
women entrepreneurs to 
embrace their vision of 
success!

President:
Silvia Peterson
SLP Consulting, LLC

President Elect:
Micheline Palmer
Palmer Construction and 
Remodel

Past President:
Annette Bond
Definitive Style

Education Chair:
Mary Burris
SisAdmin

Events Co-Chair:
Arden Clise
Clise Etiquette

Events Co-Chair:
Kim Wesselman
Windermere Real Estate

Marketing Chair:
Anne Corning
CorningWorks

Membership Chair:
Deborah Peterson, CSA
Peterson LTC, Inc.

Nellie Cashman Co-
Chair:
Susan Fox
Ryan, Swanson & 
Cleveland, PLLC

Nellie Cashman Co-
Chair:
Kay Smith-Blum

who want to share home furnishings 
resources. We offer a shared Rental Pool, Resale Gallery, 
Service Directory and Design Center.
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WBO News

Did you know that WBO now has a Marketing 
Committee? Marketing Chair, Anne Corning, is delighted to 

have the skills and expertise of Leslie Larson, Rachel Ronan, 
and Kate O'Neil on board to help WBO put our best face 
forward, enhance our visibility and reputation, and get the 
word out about our members and activities. Leslie Larson of 
Larson Marketing and Communications has been filling the 
role of WBO's Communication Chair for almost two years, 
building our Facebook and LinkedIn presence, and providing 
key PR activity for the 2014 Nellie. Rachel Ronan of Kiwi 
Creative has been on the committee since spring bringing her 
graphic design eye and email marketing expertise - if you've 
noticed our beautiful new WBO stand-up banners, they're 
thanks to her! Kate O'Neil of Social Sky Marketing joined us 
this past summer. She's a social media ninja who's helping us 
fine tune our SEO and social media, and get a YouTube 
channel set up so WBO can provide video educational and 
event content. Learn more about these talented ladies in the 
Member Spotlight section below!

Follow the WBO Action on Social Media
Get the latest news and updates, see photos from our events, 
and be a part of the conversation about women in business 
and entrepreneurship - You're invited to follow WBO on social 
media:

 Facebook

 Twitter

 LinkedIn

 Instagram

And if you're a member or sponsor, let us know your social 
media links and we'll follow you too!
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Renewing Member



Butch Blum, Inc.

Secretary:
Jackie Ramirez
Windermere Real Estate

Sponsorship Chair:
Wendy Moe
Rodan + Fields 
Dermatologists Skincare

Treasurer:
Jessica Allen, CPA
Rain City CPA, PLLC

Have something to 
contribute? 
Report your news here.
Click here to check The 
Wire's news reporting 
guidelines.

Strategic Sponsor: 

Marie Gill
CoCertus
Member Since 2014
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Promotion Opportunities

WBO thanks Hothouse Spa & Sauna, Shari Storm (our 
September Luncheon Speaker), and Ryan, Swanson & 
Cleveland, PLLC for generously donating door prizes at our 
September Luncheon. Hothouse Spa & Sauna on Capitol Hill 
donated two tickets for a day at their spa. Shari Storm
donated a copy of her book: Motherhood Is the New MBA: 
Using Your Parenting Skills to Be a Better Boss. Ryan 
Swanson donated two tickets to the RSC Employment Law 
Seminar and breakfast at the Washington Athletic Club on 
September 30 (a $100 value).   

DONATE A DOOR PRIZE FOR GREAT PR! If you 
donate an item or service as a door prize for one of our 
luncheons, your business will be mentioned in The WIRE, at 
the luncheon podium, and on our website! To take advantage 
of this great opportunity, contact Yvonne Gitchel by the 1st of 
the month in which you wish to donate.
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From the Sponsors

WBO Member Exclusive - Get 30% off a 1-year Puget Sound 
Business Journal subscription: http://bit.ly/wbodiamond! This 
special deal includes print & digital access to 52 issues and a 
hardcopy of the Book of Lists.
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Get Involved



CALLING ALL VOLUNTEERS! Interested in volunteering to 
be on a committee or to help at an event? Let us know. Speak 
to any Board member or send an e-mail to Yvonne Gitchel.

LOOKING FOR SPEAKERS The Events Committee is 
seeking luncheon speakers for 2016. A speaker criteria form
is posted on the Women Business Owners website. If you 
know someone who you think would make a great luncheon 
speaker, please send an email to Arden Clise and Kim 
Wesselman, Events Co-Chairs. 

EDUCATION COMMITTEE Are you interested in hosting an 
Education Workshop? This is a great way to use your area of 
expertise to educate fellow WBO members. We have several 
openings this year. If you are interested, send an email to 
Mary Burris, our Education Committee Chair. 

TELL YOUR FRIENDS ABOUT WOMEN BUSINESS 
OWNERS! Be sure to share your association with Women 
Business Owners with your friends, acquaintances, clients 
and fellow business owners. Remember, if you bring a guest 
to one of our monthly luncheon meetings, you will be entered 
into a drawing at the luncheon for a great door prize. 

BUSINESS BUILDING GROUPS Would you like to get to 
know other women who are building their businesses? Now is 
the time to jump in and get connected. Business Building 
Groups are the place to receive and give ongoing support in a 
small group setting where you can share ideas and plans with 
like-minded women. We have several groups accepting new 
members now based on location, including a BBG focused on 
support for large (5+ employee) businesses. For more 
information and to sign up, please contact Mary Burris.
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In the Spotlight

Leslie Larson, 
Larson Marketing & Communications
Leslie is a Seattle area 
communications and marketing 
consultant with 25 years experience 
providing marketing and 
communications services for small to 
medium sized businesses and 
nonprofits. She is passionate about 
starting with an audit to build a 
strategy, as both fully inform an 
implementation plan that ensures your 
activities are fully integrated and 

marketing resources are targeted in ways that increase your 
bottom line. It's about analyzing, strategizing and integrating. 
How can she help you reach your goals? Visit 
http://www.larsonmarcom.com for more information. 

Kate O'Neil



Social Sky Marketing
Kate has extensive experience on both 
the client and agency side of the digital 
world. Since the beginning of this 
century, she's been getting her hands 
dirty at Fortune 100 companies and Ad 
Agencies in interactive media, product 
management, strategy, and executive 

producing. She has taught content strategy at UW and 
currently runs Social Sky Marketing where she shares the 
love to increase conversions for businesses like yours through 
highly strategic initiatives. She also provides social media 
marketing coaching so staying current in the digital world is 
affordable for all businesses. You have a social community. 
Kate gets you business.

Your Name Here?

Your Company Name Here?
Each month, we highlight two of our members in this section 
of the Wire. This is a special benefit given to members 
attending the previous month's luncheon. Two of them are 
chosen at random and given a chance to share information 
about themselves and their businesses with our Wire 
readers. 
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