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After Hours
Tuesday, November 10
5:00 - 7:00 PM
Location: Charles 
Schwab, Bellevue
Click for more 
information

WBO Luncheon & 

Annual Meeting

Thursday, November 19
11:30 am - 1:30 pm
Bellevue Location:
Maggiano's Little Italy
Speaker: Marilyn 
Richards, Principal of 
Richards Consulting 

President's Message

Greetings!

Happy November! The 2015 Nellie 
Award Gala was a huge success! 
Congratulations to Leasa Mayer of 
CRG Events, our 2015 Nellie Winner. 
Thanks to all who made it happen and 
all who attended. Planning is already 
underway for the 2016 Nellie. We will 

be back at the Four Seasons on October 6th, 2016 - mark 
your calendars! It is time to nominate all the great women 
business owners you know! Send your nominations to Susan 
Fox.

For our October luncheon we laughed out loud many times 
with the lady who wears many hats, Pamela Hinckley, 
CEO/CVO/CMO of Tom Douglas Restaurants. What is CVO? 
Chief Vegetable Officer. Pamela led us on her storied journey 
from wine to beer to chocolate to restaurant CEO. What I 
learned from Pamela is that sharing your passion leads you 
on a path to success. Pamela shared that deliciousness 
served with graciousness will exceed your customer 
expectations, and authentic customer engagement is a key to 
success. 

Looking for a way to connect with your WBO colleagues? We 
have great events for you to attend this month. Please check 
out the WBO calendar on our website for more details.

Looking to get more involved with WBO? It is time for some of 
those who have been serving WBO to step down from the 
Board. WBO members received an electronic voting ballot for 
the 2016-2017 WBO Board. Please follow the directions in 
that email to cast your vote by Monday, November 16th. The 
New WBO Board will be announced at the November 
luncheon. 



Group
Title: The Five Golden 
Rules of Business 
Development
Click for more 
information

After Hours Holiday 
Party
Tuesday, December 8
4:30 - 6:30 PM
Location: glassybaby, 
Seattle
Free for WBO Members!

Click for more 
information

Women Business 
Owners was founded in 

1979 by a group of local 
women business owners 
seeking counsel, support 
and friendship from their 
peers. WBO propels 
women entrepreneurs to 
embrace their vision of 
success!

President:
Silvia Peterson
SLP Consulting, LLC

President Elect:
Micheline Palmer
Palmer Construction and 
Remodel

Past President:
Annette Bond
Definitive Style

Education Chair:
Mary Burris
SisAdmin

Events Co-Chair:
Arden Clise
Clise Etiquette

Events Co-Chair:
Kim Wesselman
Windermere Real Estate

Marketing Chair:
Anne Corning

Hope to see you in November!

Warm regards,

Silvia Peterson
2015 President, Women Business Owners
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Welcome Aboard

Kimberly Arrington
Accounting Solutions Partners

Deirdre Doyle
Prior to joining Windermere Real 
Estate/Capitol Hill, Inc I spent many 
years designing, developing and 
marketing products for the home with 
a Seattle based home textile 
company. I began my real estate 
career in 2000. Whether it is time to 
sell your current home, or purchase a 
new one, I am there to help meet 
your needs, to guide and coach you 
through a positive real estate 
transaction.

Lisa Dupar
Lisa Dupar Catering has been in 
business for over 30 years and 
currently operates its catering 
business and successful restaurant, 
Pomegranate Bistro. LDC has a 
strong reputation for our impeccable 
food standards and unsurpassed 
level of service.

Lisa Fain
Vista Coaching provides 1 on 1 and 
group life coaching for smart women 
seeking to make wise choices to lead 
their best lives.

Jill Ferguson  Women's Wellness 
Weekends provides weekend oases 
of relaxation, fun, and creativity for 
busy, professional women in cities 
around the country. Events start with 
a Friday wine party, followed by two 



CorningWorks

Membership Chair:
Deborah Peterson, CSA
Peterson LTC, Inc.

Nellie Cashman Co-
Chair:
Susan Fox
Ryan, Swanson & 
Cleveland, PLLC

Nellie Cashman Co-
Chair:
Kay Smith-Blum
Butch Blum, Inc.

Secretary:
Jackie Ramirez
Windermere Real Estate

Sponsorship Chair:
Wendy Moe
Rodan + Fields 
Dermatologists Skincare

Treasurer:
Jessica Allen, CPA
Rain City CPA, PLLC

Have something to 
contribute? 
Report your news here.
Click here to check The 
Wire's news reporting 
guidelines.

Strategic Sponsor: 

days of workshops and activities, fine 
food, and fellowship with other 
fabulous women.

Robyn Grad
Washington Capital Management is 
a Seattle-based investment advisory 
firm founded in 1977 for institutional 
clients, qualified individuals, 
endowments, and foundations. WCM 
offers a diverse menu of strategies 
including stocks, bonds, and real 
estate.

Viveca Jonsson
Vivecorp, Inc. has more than 100 
years of collective experience in 
workplace fitness, health and 
wellness. But beyond years, degrees 
and specialty certifications, our 
passionate, hands-on 
professionals reflect the innovative 
values that make Seattle unique. We 
work in a variety of business and 
corporate settings.

Stacia Kirby
Kirby Communications Inc. is a 
small, dynamic communications firm 
offering integrated public relations, 
social media and marketing 
communications. Since 1992 Kirby 
Communications has provided clients 
with big agency experience and 
capabilities without the bureaucracy. 
Our strength lies in a clever, strategic 
approach to good communications.

Nathan Phillips
I am a New Financial Adviser at UBS 
Financial Services, Inc. under the 
mentorship of Michael S. Matthews, 
who has been named one of 
Barron's "Top 1% of Financial 
Advisors Nationwide" for the past 7 
years. I specialize in comprehensive 
wealth planning and investment 
management for executives, 
business owners, families, and 
retirees.

Gretchen Remmers
Gretchen Remmers Coaching
My mission is to help women who 
are standing at life's crossroads, gain 
the clarity and confidence to step into 



their next chapter with grace, 
courage and excitement. 

Debra Steadman has a passion for 
helping people succeed. Training 
groups and individuals, and 
identifying limiting beliefs and road 
blocks that prevents them from 
achieving their desired results is 
what drives her. I have been a life-
long student of self-development, 
leadership and human potential. 

Becca Stordahl
Robert Leonard Salon & Day Spa
Becca took ownership of Robert 
Leonard in 2008, just 9 years after 
starting her career. The salon and 
spa have flourished under her 
leadership. As Dean of Education for 
Robert Leonard, Becca is always 
eager to share her expertise and 
experience. Becca enjoys organizing 
and performing photo shoots, fashion 
shows, and up-styling; especially 
bridal.

Linda Wilson
For over 3 decades, Sunrise 
Media has been recognized in the 
community as leaders in integrated 
strategic development. Our team 
specializes in media planning, buying 
and campaign execution, social 
media, digital and experiential 
marketing. We guide clients forward 
and continue to thrive in today's 
changing market.
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WBO News

Follow the WBO Action on Social Media
Get the latest news and updates, see photos from our events, 
and be a part of the conversation about women in business 
and entrepreneurship - You're invited to follow WBO on social 
media:

 Facebook

 Twitter



 LinkedIn

 Instagram

And if you're a member or sponsor, let us know your social 
media links and we'll follow you too!
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Renewing Members

Anne Corning
CorningWorks
Member Since: 2014
Board Member, Marketing Chair

Angela Hildre
Hildre Interiors
Member Since: 2014

Tana Materi
Carney Badley Spellman, P.S.
Member Since: 2010
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Promotion Opportunities

WBO thanks members Rebecca West of Rebecca West 
Interiors and Angie Sherman, doTERRA Wellness 
Advocate, as well as Pamela Hinckley (our October 
Luncheon Speaker) for generously donating door prizes at our 
October Luncheon. Rebecca West donated a cozy throw 
blanket to keep you warm. Angie Sherman donated 
doTERRA On Guard hand foaming soap and dispenser set 
with a bag of On Guard throat lozenges.  Very appropriate for 
this time of year. Pamela Hinckley donated a $150 gift 
certificate to any Tom Douglas restaurant.   



DONATE A DOOR PRIZE FOR GREAT PR! If you 

donate an item or service as a door prize for one of our 
luncheons, your business will be mentioned in The WIRE, at 
the luncheon podium, and on our website! To take advantage 
of this great opportunity, contact Yvonne Gitchel by the 1st of 
the month in which you wish to donate.
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From the Members

Accents et cetera just went live with an updated website 
created by fellow WBO member Carole Cancler of Caprine 
Consulting.

Alaska Beyond Magazine, its publisher, Mimi Kirsch, and the 
staff of Paradigm Communications Group were honored in 
Juneau, Alaska, on October 8 with the prestigious Alyeska 
Award. The Alaska Travel Industry Association recognized 
Paradigm for its contributions to the Alaska travel industry, 
outstanding leadership and professional excellence.

On October 21st, Blue Danube was honored with the Best of 
Northwest Award from Northwest Meetings + Events for the 
fifth year in a row - making them dynasty recipients! The 
Audio/Visual and Event Productions world is primarily a male-
dominated industry. It is especially applause-worthy that a 
woman-owned company has earned this prestigious award 
five years in a row!

Kate O'Neil, Social Sky Marketing, will be part of a panel of 
experts at a Marketing-focused Business & Networking event 
with the Irish Network-Seattle on November 12th at T.S. 
McHugh's Irish Pub & Restaurant in Seattle. Topics will be 
Video Marketing, Instagram Marketing, Social Story Telling, 
and general digital and social media marketing information, 
tips and tricks.There is no cost to attend. Mingle starting at 6 
PM; Panel starts at 6:45 PM.

Kate O'Neil is part-owner of Plush Lash and Wax - an 
eyelash extension and waxing bar in Maple Valley/Black 
Diamond. Our Grand Opening will be November 7th from 
Noon - 6 PM. Drop in for champagne, coupons, specials, and 
a free brow wax and design.

Dawn Turlington of Car Camping for Urbanites would like 
to thank two WBO members who have been amazingly helpful 
in moving her business forward. Kristin Heffley, Caffeinated 
Communications Studio, has been instrumental in walking her 
through the process of creating an E-commerce website and 
also helped to create her new logos. Kristin and her team 
were able to create the feel that I described. The follow-up 
and completion time were exceptional; which is so hard to 
find. Everything was so professional. 

Dawn also thanks Laura Kleppe, GardenWorkz Landscape 
Design, who has has connected Dawn to some amazing 



people who have been helpful and supportive in the creation 
and work needed in starting her business.

Dawn would also like to recognize how successful our 
Eastside/Redmond BBG Group has been. We have been 
supporting each other and staying on task in all aspects of our 
group. I would like to thank Susan Naranjo, Lisa Downs, 
Laura Kleppe and Kristin Heffley for their amazing support, 
brainstorming abilities and incredible networking acumen.
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Get Involved

CALLING ALL VOLUNTEERS! Interested in volunteering to 
be on a committee or to help at an event? Let us know. Speak 
to any Board member or send an e-mail to Yvonne Gitchel.

LOOKING FOR SPEAKERS The Events Committee is 
seeking luncheon speakers for 2016. A speaker criteria form
is posted on the Women Business Owners website. If you 
know someone who you think would make a great luncheon 
speaker, please send an email to Arden Clise and Kim 
Wesselman, Events Co-Chairs. 

EDUCATION COMMITTEE Are you interested in hosting an 
Education Workshop? This is a great way to use your area of 
expertise to educate fellow WBO members. We have several 
openings this year. If you are interested, send an email to 
Mary Burris, our Education Committee Chair. 

TELL YOUR FRIENDS ABOUT WOMEN BUSINESS 

OWNERS! Be sure to share your association with Women 
Business Owners with your friends, acquaintances, clients 
and fellow business owners. Remember, if you bring a guest 
to one of our monthly luncheon meetings, you will be entered 
into a drawing at the luncheon for a great door prize. 

BUSINESS BUILDING GROUPS Would you like to get to 
know other women who are building their businesses? Now is 
the time to jump in and get connected. Business Building 
Groups are the place to receive and give ongoing support in a 
small group setting where you can share ideas and plans with 
like-minded women. We have several groups accepting new 
members now based on location, including a BBG focused on 
support for large (5+ employee) businesses. For more 
information and to sign up, please contact Mary Burris.
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In the Spotlight

I am Justin Day, part of the Sales 

team at Shearer Painting. We are a 

residential and commercial painting 
contractor providing services all over 
the Puget Sound. Our owner, John 
Shearer started our company in 1990. 
For over 25 years we have been 
focused on providing quality 
craftsmanship and high levels of 

customer service to all our customers. We love to meet with 
customers and truly understand what their needs are and 
what they are trying to accomplish with their project. We 
would be honored to work with you, your friends, colleagues 
and family. 

Hello, I'm Laura Leist, Productivity & 

Efficiency Consultant and founder of 

Eliminate Chaos.

Our clients come from all walks of life 
and work, they all share a universal 
need to invest in professional help to 
escape the clutter, disorganization and 
lack of productivity that slows them 

down, steals valuable time from their lives, and puts a crimp 
on their upside earning potential.

The entire Eliminate Chaos team listens compassionately and 
delivers systems, professional advice and customized 
organization and productivity solutions that really work. Best 
of all, they are easily and seamlessly maintained to provide 
them with "More Time for Life®".

Rachel Ronan is principal and creative 
director of Kiwi Creative, a design 
studio specializing in brand identity, 
e-mail marketing, print collateral and 
promotional products.

Before launching Kiwi Creative in 2008, 
Rachel worked as creative director for 
the Aircraft Electronics Association and 

was editor of the association's monthly magazine, Avionics 
News. She works with trade associations and businesses to 
provide professional, cost-effective graphic design. Starting 
with original, creative ideas, she takes a project from concept 
to completion. Rachel educates businesses and associations 
on the importance of branding and has received design 
awards from the Public Relations Society of America and 
Graphic Design USA.



Rachel relocated from Kansas City to Seattle last year. In 
Kansas City she served on three boards of directors including: 
Central Exchange Education Foundation, the Kansas City 
Society of Association Executives, and the National 
Association of Women Business Owners. 

Your Name Here?

Your Company Name Here?
Each month, we highlight two of our members in this section 
of the Wire. This is a special benefit given to members 
attending the previous month's luncheon. Two of them are 
chosen at random and given a chance to share information 
about themselves and their businesses with our Wire 
readers. 
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