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Calendar
After Hours Wine Walk
Tuesday, Aug 9
4:30 PM - 7:00 PM
Start at Village Wines,
14450 Woodinville-
Redmond Rd NE #111 
Woodinville
Click for more 
information
Let's Do Lunch
Wednesday, Aug 17
11:45 AM - 12:45 PM
Location: Bonefish Grill, 
22616 Bothell Everett 
Hwy, Bothell
Click for more 
information

President's Message
Greetings!
Happy August! The summer is flying by 
- I hope that everyone is able to take a 
little time off during these months to 
really enjoy our beautiful Seattle 
summer days.
Our July luncheon was the 6th annual 
WBO trade show, this year titled Savvy 
Products for Savvy Women. The room 

was filled with great exhibitors and great energy. I want to 
thank Hannah Fulton of Hannah Fulton Millinery for showing 

us how to finish the look. She 
encouraged us to head out on the town 
with a hat to finish our outfit and to 
wear it with confidence. We had our 
very own WBO members modeling 
several of Hannah's hats and it was 
great fun. Connie Greenwood won the 
grand prize of the day and the hat that 
she won fit her perfectly! 

Speaking of "heading out on the town," our 35th annual Nellie 
Award Gala is coming up fast. As many of you know this is a 
wonderful evening and a great event to bring guests to. I 
highly encourage you to purchase your tickets for yourself and 
guests now rather than later - last year's event sold out. 
October 6th is going to be here before we know it! Also, 
consider being a part of the Sapphire Sponsor club as so 
many of our members have decided to do. Get the details and 
purchase tickets on our website now.
Don't forget that you can now give a fellow WBO member a 
testimonial on our website - support and recommend your 
fellow members and their businesses. Please go to "search 
members", find the person you want to give a testimonial to, 
click "read more" under their name and then follow the 
prompts.



WBO Luncheon
Thursday, Aug 25
11:30 AM - 1:30 PM
Bellevue Location:
Maggiano's Little Italy
Speaker: Melody 
Biringer, Founder, The 
CRAVE Company
Title: Relationships 
Matter - Build Them 
Right
Click for more 
information
The Nellie Gala
Thursday, Oct 6
VIP Reception: 5:15 PM
General Reception: 6 PM
Dinner Gala: 7 PM
The Four Seasons, 
Seattle
Click for more 
information

Women Business 
Owners was founded in 
1979 by a group of local 
women business owners 
seeking counsel, support 
and friendship from their 
peers. WBO propels 
women entrepreneurs to 
embrace their vision of 
success!

President:
Micheline Palmer
Palmer Construction and 
Remodel, LLC
President Elect:
Laurie Nichols
Courage to Confidence 
Coaching
Past President:
Silvia Peterson
SLP Consulting, LLC
Education Chair:
Skye McGinn

To close, don't forget to put on your calendar our annual 
Woodinville Wine Walk coming up on August 9th! Details are 
on the events page on the website. See you there!
Warm regards,Micheline Palmer
2016 President, Women Business Owners
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Nellie News

Plan Now to Attend the Nellie Gala!
Purchase your tickets or sponsorship to be eligible to win 
some fantastic prizes, including 2 free VIP Reception tickets, 
a free "guest" ticket, and a stay at the Four Seasons Hotel the 
night of the Nellie Gala!
Buy your Nellie Gala ticket and attend the August 25th 
Luncheon for a chance to win 2 tickets* to the exclusive VIP 
Reception at the Four Seasons before the Gala on October 6, 
2016.
Buy your Nellie Gala ticket and attend the September 22nd 
Luncheon for a chance to win one night accommodations* at 
the Four Seasons following the Gala on October 6, 2016.
*To be eligible for either of these door prizes, you must have 
already purchased your ticket to the Gala.



All Pro Webworks
Events Co-Chair:
Karol Dixon de la O
FocalPoint Business 
Coaching
Events Co-Chair:
Kate O'Neil
Social Sky Marketing
Marketing Chair:
Anne Corning
CorningWorks
Membership Chair:
Deborah Peterson, CSA
Peterson LTC, Inc.
Nellie Cashman Co-
Chair:
Jill Blankenship
Frontline Call Center
Nellie Cashman Co-
Chair:
Susan Fox
Ryan, Swanson & 
Cleveland, PLLC
Secretary:
Jackie Ramirez
Windermere Real Estate
Sponsorship Chair:
Jennifer King
Somers Tamblyn King 
Isenhour Bleck PLLC
Treasurer:
Jessica Allen, CPA
Rain City CPA, PLLC

Have something to 
contribute? 
Report your news here.
Click here to check The 
Wire's news reporting 
guidelines.

Become a Table Sponsor!
Bring your business friends and colleagues and enjoy an 
evening celebrating the achievements of women in business!
Your $1,750 investment includes: 

• Two tickets to the Nellie Mentoring After Hours on 
September 13, 2016

• Entrance for you and 1 guest to the exclusive VIP 
Reception with the option to buy VIP reception tickets 
for additional guests

• A 10-seat table at the Nellie Gala complete with VIP 
Swag Bags for each of your guests

• Prime Seating
• Program recognition of your company table (must 

purchase Table Sponsorship by 9/15/2016)
• Social media announcements about your participation 

from May through October 2016 via 25+ women 
business owners throughout Puget Sound

• WBO website recognition from month of your 
commitment

• Company Table Sponsorship is available until 
September 30, 2016

Click here for more information and to sign up!

Become a WBO Sapphire Sponsor! Only $325
Sapphire Sponsorship, an exclusive opportunity offered to
WBO members, past WBO Presidents, former Nellie Finalists
and former Nellie Award Winners, and includes: 

• 1 VIP Reception and 1 Gala Dinner ticket
• Name in the gala awards printed program (must

purchase Sapphire Sponsorship by 9/15/2016)
• Name in the gala awards on-screen presentation (must 

purchase Sapphire Sponsorship by 9/15/2016)
• Option to buy VIP reception ticket for your non-member 

guests
• Recognition on name tag as a "Sapphire Sponsor"
• Podium recognition at luncheons
• Name on the WBO website

Click here for more information and to sign up!
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Welcome Aboard
Nancy Woodland
WestSide Baby is a nonprofit 
organization that collects previously 
owned items for children and babies 
and distributes them free of charge to 
King County families in need. We work 
through local social service agencies 
already assisting low-income families. 
Agencies order items from us and 

deliver them to families who are homeless, living in 



transitional housing, or simply in need of a little help during a 
difficult time. We work toward a day when all babies and 
young children in our community have their basic physical 
needs met - enough diapers, food, adequate clothing, 
appropriate toys, books, and safe equipment for their care.
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WBO News
Join the Ambassador Team!
The Ambassador Committee works as a team to assist in the 
building of a strong and informed membership base. Their 
primary responsibility is to make visitors at our events feel 
welcomed. They also welcome new members and help them 
get the most out of their WBO membership. To learn more 
about this committee, please contact our Membership Chair, 
Deborah Peterson. 

Follow the WBO Action on Social Media
Get the latest news and updates, see photos from our events, 
and be a part of the conversation about women in business 
and entrepreneurship - You're invited to follow WBO on social 
media:

 Facebook

 Twitter

 LinkedIn

 Instagram
And if you're a member or sponsor, we'll follow you too! 

TABLE OF CONTENTS

Renewing Members

Karin Frost Blakley
Waddell & Reed
Member Since 2009

Holly Casper



Constant BrandImpact
Member Since 2015

Sima Kahn
Healthcare Advocacy Partners
Member Since 2009

Valerie LaRoque
Alpha & Omega Financial Services
Member Since 2015

Kristi A. Mandt, CFP
Millikin Mandt Associates, Inc.
Member Since 1995

Laurie Nichols
Courage to Confidence Coaching
Board Member & President Elect
Member Since 2015

Jill Nichols-Hicks
Isagenix
Member Since 2014

Angie Sherman, RN/HHC



L.O.V.E. Them Oils, LLC
Member Since 2015

Kathleen P. Steele CFP CLU ChFC
AXA Advisors, LLC
Member Since 2004

Kim Wesselman
Windermere Real Estate Co.
Member Since 2012
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Luncheon Sponsor
August Luncheon Sponsor

Ryan Swanson Law is a 
40-attorney firm in Seattle 
that primarily represents 
small to medium sized 
privately held businesses. 
We work with CEOs and 
business owners on 

everything from individual business transactions to 
employment agreements to complex, multi-party lawsuits. We 
have recently helped several WBO members navigate 
business issues as they arise. Over the past several years, 
our female attorneys have enjoyed meeting and working with 
WBO members, and we look forward to hosting everyone in 
September for the Nellie Mentoring Event. If you would like to 
learn more about our firm, we invite you to look at 
our website, or talk to Susan Fox and Hana Kern.
July After Hours Sponsor
A special thank you to Jackie Ramirez, Windermere Real 
Estate, our very first *After Hours Sponsor!
August After Hours Sponsor
WBO also extends a warm thank you to Deborah Peterson, 
Peterson LTC, Inc., for sponsoring our August *After Hours 
Wine Walk in Woodinville!



*After Hours sponsors receive recognition on all After Hours 
correspondence leading up to the event, recognition at the 
podium at the luncheon prior to the event, and 1 1/2 minutes 
to talk at the After Hours event about their business. To learn 
more about sponsoring an After Hours event, please contact 
our Sponsorship Chair, Jennifer King.
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Promotion Opportunities

WBO thanks our July Luncheon & Trade Show speaker, 
Hannah Fulton, our Trade Show Sponsor, Joanne Wright & 
Company Private Jewelers, and our Exhibitors for generously 
donating door prizes!  

•
Cheryl Booth, Vivi Jewelry, donated a 2-piece set 
valued at over $75 

• Cheri Brennan, Alliance Communications, gave away 
a gift basket with wine and golf-related swag•
Arden Clise, Clise Etiquette, gave away a copy of her 
published book and a vase of flowers•
Renae Foster, Nerium International, donated $150 in 
product•
Marilyn Gomez, Beijos Gitanos, donated a gorgeous 
hand-crafted leather handbag

• Yvonne Hall and Connie Greenwood, Hall & 
Greenwood Wealth Management Group, gave away a 
Passport dining card.•
Terry Jacobson, Terry Jacobson, MD, PLLC, donated 
a Botox Treatment - up to 30 units in one area•
Dena Levine, DML Insurance Services, Inc., donated a 
gift basket provided by Accents et Cetera•
Brita Long, Brita A Long Attorney at Law, LLC, 
donated a large box of chocolates•
Angie Sherman, L.O.V.E Them Oils, LLC, donated an 
essential oil Calming Kit & Invigorating Kit•



Kathy Sparkman, SparkDesigns, donated a 25% off 
coupon for any SparkDesigns piece•
Joanne Wright, Joanne Wright & Co. Private 
Jewelers, gave away fine jewelry cleaner and sparkly 
surprises• The Grand Prize of one extraordinary hand-crafted hat 
was donated by our speaker, Hannah Fulton of 
Hannah Fulton Millinery

DONATE A DOOR PRIZE FOR GREAT PR! If you donate an 
item or service as a door prize for one of our luncheons, your 
business will be mentioned in The WIRE, at the luncheon 
podium, and on our website! To take advantage of this great 
opportunity, contact Yvonne Gitchel by the 1st of the month in 
which you wish to donate. 
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Get Involved

CALLING ALL VOLUNTEERS! Interested in volunteering to 
be on a committee or to help at an event? Let us know. Speak 
to any Board member or send an e-mail to Yvonne Gitchel.
EDUCATION COMMITTEE Are you interested in hosting an 
Education Workshop? This is a great way to use your area of 
expertise to educate fellow WBO members. We have several 
openings this year. If you are interested, send an email to 
Skye McGinn, our Education Committee Chair. 
TELL YOUR FRIENDS ABOUT WOMEN BUSINESS 
OWNERS! Be sure to share your association with Women 
Business Owners with your friends, acquaintances, clients 
and fellow business owners. Remember, if you bring a guest 
to one of our monthly luncheon meetings, you will be entered 
into a drawing at the luncheon for a great door prize. 
BUSINESS BUILDING GROUPS Would you like to get to 
know other women who are building their businesses? Now is 
the time to jump in and get connected. Business Building 
Groups are the place to receive and give ongoing support. 
BBG's are an excellent place to share ideas and plans with 
like-minded women. We have several groups based on 
location forming now including a small group support for large 
businesses. For more information and to sign up, please 
contact Skye McGinn.



WOMEN BUSINESS OWNERS ON LINKEDIN We invite you 
to check out our Women Business Owners group on LinkedIn. 
With our events listings, discussions, opportunities to post job 
openings, news and marketing tools, we would like to 
encourage you to utilize this group more in 2016. Please join 
us at our LinkedIn group! 

WOMEN BUSINESS OWNERS ON FACEBOOK Click here
to "Like" the Women Business Owners fan page. Also, if you 
have a website or blog, you can put a "Like" Women Business 
Owners Button on your own website/blog. Our ID# is 
118510208183853. Let us know if you have a Facebook Fan 
Page and WBO will "like" you too!
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In the Spotlight
I'm Gretchen Remmers, Director of 
Partnerships for Playing Big, an 
internationally acclaimed course, book 
and a leadership model, created by, 
speaker, author and educator, Tara 
Mohr. Playing Big offers women wise, 
simple, proven tools to make big 
changes in their lives, and careers - 
creating a world where visionary, 
compassionate, ethical women lead 
and hold power alongside men. I help 
leaders bring Playing Big - the book, 
courses and speaking events - to 

organizations and women's leadership networks. 
I'm also an ICF certified women's leadership coach, working 
with both individuals and groups, in private and corporate 
settings, to help brilliant women leverage their strengths and 
gain the courage to step into their next chapters with grace 
and passion. 

Dawn Turlington
Car Camping for Urbanites was 
created out of a desire to go 
camping, but not wanting to deal 
with the hassle of figuring out what 
to bring, shopping, packing or 
cleaning the equipment and other 
odds & ends. After many years of 
building my camping arsenal; once 
I'd downsized after my kid grew up 
and started his own family - doing 

it all over again wasn't even an option. How many of you enjoy 
camping to be in the outdoors, but hate the process?? Well 
this is where Car Camping for Urbanites comes in...I have 



everything you need to go camping. I drop off the moduled kit
(s), pick them up and clean everything for you!
My newest service will provide a designated camping spot  to 
help new campers get set up (on a sandy shore, along a river, 
with a beautiful view). I help with things like putting up the 
tent, starting a campfire, hanging a hammock, using the 
cooking stove, etc., as well as learning how to create Hobo 
meals over the campfire (I provide all the fixings). I also have 
a special package called "For the Wine and Giggles", which 
includes Washington wines & cheeses, crackers and 
fruit. Please see my website for more details. 
I want to thank WBO, you have been amazing for me! I have 
met so many wonderful, creative people who have helped me 
tremendously. The support I receive from my BBG group is 
priceless!!

Your Name Here?
Your Company Name Here?
Each month, we highlight two of our members in this section 
of the Wire. This is a special benefit given to members 
attending the previous month's luncheon. Two of them are 
chosen at random and given a chance to share information 
about themselves and their businesses with our Wire 
readers. 
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