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Calendar
Let's Do Lunch
Wednesday, Sept. 7
Noon - 1:00 PM
Location: Monsoon,
10245 Main St. Bellevue
Click for more 
information

After Hours - Mentoring 
with the Nellie Finalists
Tuesday, Sept. 13
5:00 - 7:30 PM
Location: Ryan, 
Swanson & Cleveland, 
PLLC, 1201 Third Ave,
Suite 3400, Seattle

President's Message

Greetings!

Greetings!

Can you believe that it is September? 
Where did our summer go? School is 
starting, new routines are being figured 
out, and Fall is coming. I actually love 
this time of year - I'm less distracted 
from all the wonderful summer 
activities and feel like it's a great time 

to get things accomplished! What are your plans for the Fall?

At our August luncheon at Maggiano's we had the opportunity 
to hear from speaker, Melody Biringer, founder of The Crave 
Company. Melody spoke about all of her ventures and 
entrepreneurial endeavors. She started The Crave Company 
to focus on generating authentic connections and 
conversation among women in business. Her current 
endeavor is what she calls, Co-Storming, which is a small 
group think tank that is there to be your board of directors for 
your personal life and work. Co-Storming is designed "to help 
people get obsessively specific about what they need in their 
lives." For more information please click on CO-STORMING.

Our annual Nellie Gala is 5 weeks away! This year marks the 
35th Annual Nellie Cashman Award for Woman Business 
Owner of the Year and you don't want to miss out! To make 
sure you get a spot, please click here to purchase your Nellie 
tickets for October 6th at the Four Seasons. And as a 
reminder, those who have purchased their tickets and 
attend the September luncheon will have the opportunity 
to win one night's stay at the Four Seasons the night of 
the Gala. You will also have an opportunity to win a free 
VIP ticket and Gala ticket for the Nellie if you purchase 
your Nellie tickets and attend the after hour event on 
Tuesday, September 13th.



Click for more 
information

WBO Luncheon

Thursday, Sept. 22
11:30 AM - 1:30 PM
Seattle Location:
Women's University Club
Speaker: Calvin W. 
Goings, Regional 
Administrator, U.S. Small 
Business Administration
Topic: Helping Small 
Businesses Start, Grow, 
and Succeed
Click for more 
information

The Nellie Gala

Thursday, Oct. 6
6:00 - 9:30 PM
Location: Four Seasons 
Hotel, Seattle
Emcee: Connie 
Thompson, News 
Anchor/Reporter,
KOMO News 4
Click for more 
information

Women Business 
Owners was founded in 
1979 by a group of local 
women business owners 
seeking counsel, support 
and friendship from their 
peers. WBO propels 
women entrepreneurs to 
embrace their vision of 
success!

President:
Micheline Palmer
Palmer Construction and 
Remodel, LLC

President Elect:
Laurie Nichols
Courage to Confidence 
Coaching

Past President:

Our September luncheon on the 22nd, at the Women's 
University Club in Seattle, will be a great opportunity to bring a 
friend or colleague who is a small business owner or is 
looking to start a small business. Calvin W. Goings, Regional 
Administrator for the U.S. Small Business Administration is 
speaking on "Helping Small Business Start, Grow, and 
Succeed and will be sharing about all kinds of resources and 
assistance available (for free!) from the SBA. Hope to see you 
there!

Warm regards,

Micheline Palmer
2016 President, Women Business Owners
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Nellie News

Plan Now to Attend the Nellie Gala!

Buy your Nellie Gala ticket and attend the September 13th 
After Hours for a chance to win a VIP Reception ticket and a 
Gala Dinner ticket

Buy your Nellie Gala ticket and attend the September 22nd 
Luncheon for a chance to win one night accommodations at
the Four Seasons following the Gala on October 6, 2016.

Become a Table Sponsor!

Bring your business friends and colleagues and enjoy an
evening celebrating the achievements of women in business!
Your $1,750 investment includes:

• Two tickets to the Nellie Mentoring After Hours 
on September 13, 2016



Silvia Peterson
SLP Consulting, LLC

Education Chair:
Skye McGinn
All Pro Webworks

Events Co-Chair:
Karol Dixon de la O
FocalPoint Business 
Coaching

Events Co-Chair:
Kate O'Neil
Social Sky Marketing

Marketing Chair:
Anne Corning
CorningWorks

Membership Chair:
Lisa Downs
DevelopmentWise
Consulting

Nellie Cashman Co-
Chair:
Jill Blankenship
Frontline Call Center

Nellie Cashman Co-
Chair:
Susan Fox
Ryan, Swanson & 
Cleveland, PLLC

Secretary:
Jackie Ramirez
Windermere Real Estate

Sponsorship Chair:
Jennifer King
Somers Tamblyn King 
Isenhour Bleck PLLC

Treasurer:
Jessica Allen, CPA
Rain City CPA, PLLC

Have something to 
contribute? 
Report your news here.
Click here to check The 
Wire's news reporting 
guidelines.

• Entrance for you and 1 guest to the exclusive VIP
Reception with the option to buy VIP reception tickets
for additional guests

• A 10-seat table at the Nellie Gala complete with VIP
Swag Bags for each of your guests

• Prime Seating
• Program recognition of your company table 

(must purchase Table Sponsorship by 9/15/2016)
• Social media announcements about your participation

from through October 2016 via 25+ women business 
owners throughout Puget Sound

• WBO website recognition from month of your
commitment

• Company Table Sponsorship is available until
September 30, 2016

Click here for more information and to sign up!

Become a WBO Sapphire Sponsor! Only $325
Sapphire Sponsorship, an exclusive opportunity offered to
WBO members, past WBO Presidents, former Nellie Finalists
and former Nellie Award Winners, and includes: 

• 1 VIP Reception and 1 Gala Dinner ticket
• Program recognition (must purchase Sapphire 

Sponsorship by 9/15/2016)
• Option to buy VIP reception ticket for your non-

member guests
• Recognition on name tag as a "Sapphire Sponsor"
• Podium recognition at luncheons
• Name on the WBO website

Click here for more information and to sign up!
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Welcome Aboard

Diana McDevitt
Hersman Serles Almond, PLLC is a 
boutique, full service tax and 
accounting firm that is dedicated to 
serving our clients' needs. 

Wendy Petersen
Style By Wendy
Wardrobe Stylists and Personal 
Shoppers at your service. Serving the 
Pacific Northwest; Seattle, Bellevue 
and beyond. Services include Closet 
Flossing, Personal Shopping, and 
Styling Sessions.
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WBO News

Follow the WBO Action on Social Media

Get the latest news and updates, see photos from our events, 
and be a part of the conversation about women in business 
and entrepreneurship - You're invited to follow WBO on social 
media:

 Facebook

 Twitter

 LinkedIn

 Instagram

And if you're a member or sponsor, we'll follow you too! 
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Renewing Members

Janet Andrews
Consociata LLC
Member Since 2015

Dorothy Atkins
DPA Consulting
Member Since 2012

April Bettinger
Nip Tuck Remodeling
Member Since 2016

Annette Bond



Definitive Style by Annette Bond
Member Since 2011

Karol Dixon de la O
FocalPoint Business Coaching
Board Member & Events Co-chair
Member Since 2014

Judy Elrod
Murphy Business & Financial 
Corporation, Seattle Office
Member Since 2015
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Luncheon Sponsor

Become a Luncheon Sponsor! Investment $250

Benefits include:

• Introduction by Sponsor chair to the podium for a 
3-minute presentation

• Prominent display of signage at luncheon
• Display company materials on sponsors' table
• Placement of one material item at attendee seats
• *Logo and 100-word write-up on WBO Web site, in 

WBO monthly e-newsletter (The Wire), and in 3 
Luncheon email announcements (*provided collateral is 
received by WBO by the 1st day of the sponsored 
lunch)

• One-time use of membership mailing labels list
• Copy of luncheon attendee list
• One luncheon cost is included with the sponsorship

Contact our sponsorship chair, Jennifer King, to reserve a 
sponsorship. 

September After Hours Sponsor
WBO extends a warm thank you to Ryan Swanson & 
Cleveland, PLLC for sponsoring our September After Hours 
networking event with the 2016 Nellie Award Finalists!
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Promotion Opportunities

WBO thanks Melody Biringer, Hana Kern, Angie Sherman, 
Rebecca West, and Ryan, Swanson & Cleveland PLLC for 
generously donating door prizes at our August Luncheon!

Melody Biringer, our luncheon speaker, gave away a free 
pass to her next Co-Storming event. Hana Kern, Ryan 
Swanson & Cleveland PLLC, donated a box of chocolates and 
two candles. Angie Sherman, L.O.V.E. Them Oils, LLC, gave 
away a package of essential oils which included DoTERRA 
peppermint oil. Rebecca West,Rebecca West Interiors 
donated a beautiful vase of flowers. Two tickets to the Nellie 
Gala VIP Reception (donated by Ryan, Swanson & Cleveland, 
PLLC) were given to a person who already purchased their 
Nellie ticket.

DONATE A DOOR PRIZE FOR GREAT PR! If you donate an 
item or service as a door prize for one of our luncheons, your 
business will be mentioned in The WIRE, at the luncheon 
podium, and on our website! To take advantage of this great 
opportunity, contact Yvonne Gitchel by the 1st of the month in 
which you wish to donate. 
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From our Sponsors

WBO welcomes our newest sponsors:

CRG Events and Palmer Construction & Remodel LLC 
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Get Involved

CALLING ALL VOLUNTEERS! Interested in volunteering to 
be on a committee or to help at an event? Let us know. Speak 
to any Board member or send an e-mail to Yvonne Gitchel.

LOOKING FOR SPEAKERS
The Events Committee is seeking luncheon speakers for 
2017. A speaker criteria form is posted on the Women 
Business Owners website. If you know someone who you 
think would make a great luncheon speaker, please send an 
email to Karol Dixon de la O and Kate O'Neil, Events Co-
Chairs. 



EDUCATION COMMITTEE Are you interested in hosting an 
Education Workshop? This is a great way to use your area of 
expertise to educate fellow WBO members. We have several 
openings this year. If you are interested, send an email to 
Skye McGinn, our Education Committee Chair. 

TELL YOUR FRIENDS ABOUT WOMEN BUSINESS 
OWNERS! Be sure to share your association with Women 
Business Owners with your friends, acquaintances, clients 
and fellow business owners. Remember, if you bring a guest 
to one of our monthly luncheon meetings, you will be entered 
into a drawing at the luncheon for a great door prize. 

BUSINESS BUILDING GROUPS Would you like to get to 
know other women who are building their businesses? Now is 
the time to jump in and get connected. Business Building 
Groups are the place to receive and give ongoing support. 
BBG's are an excellent place to share ideas and plans with 
like-minded women. We have several groups based on 
location forming now including a small group support for large 
businesses. For more information and to sign up, please 
contact Skye McGinn.

WOMEN BUSINESS OWNERS ON LINKEDIN We invite you 
to check out our Women Business Owners group on LinkedIn. 
With our events listings, discussions, opportunities to post job 
openings, news and marketing tools, we would like to 
encourage you to utilize this group more in 2016. Please join 
us at our LinkedIn group! 

WOMEN BUSINESS OWNERS ON FACEBOOK Click here
to "Like" the Women Business Owners fan page. Also, if you 
have a website or blog, you can put a "Like" Women Business 
Owners Button on your own website/blog. Our ID# is 
118510208183853. Let us know if you have a Facebook Fan 
Page and WBO will "like" you too!
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In the Spotlight

Laurie Nichols
Courage to Confidence Coaching
Next Chapter Vision Coach, Laurie 
Nichols is fiercely committed to guiding 
late career professionals and business 
owners to reimagine their lives and 
work so that they stop settling for life 
on autopilot and find a new gear to 
create a more purposeful, rewarding 
path for the next and best stage of 
their lives. Her unique process 
connects clients to a powerful vision - 
just the spark needed to take 



purposeful action...no more auto pilot! What lights her up 
about this work is she's been there and knows how daunting 
it can feel to push through the initial fear and uncertainty to re-
imagine life and career on her terms. Laurie's essential advice 
to over 50 professionals, "Get Refired, not Retired!" 

Skye McGinn
All Pro Webworks, LLC
All Pro Webworks is a full service web development and 
online marketing firm founded in 1998, where we create 
professionally designed custom websites from start to finish. 
We combine dynamic design techniques with user-friendly 
features to promote optimal results for our clients. For over 
seventeen years, we have served hundreds of organizations 
and have compiled a powerful staff of professionals who 
specialize in building your company's best online presence.

Your Name Here?
Your Company Name Here?
Each month, we highlight two of our members in this section 
of the Wire. This is a special benefit given to members 
attending the previous month's luncheon. Two of them are 
chosen at random and given a chance to share information 
about themselves and their businesses with our Wire 
readers. 
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