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Calendar
After Hours
Tuesday, Feb. 7
4:30 PM - 6:30 PM
Oil and Vinegar, 
2086 Bellevue Square
Click for more 
information

Let's Do Lunch
Wednesday, Feb. 8
11:30 AM - 1:00 PM
Location: Cactus, 
535 Bellevue Square
Click for more 
information

WBO Luncheon

President's Message

Greetings!

Authenticity. As I sat down to write my 
letter for this month's Wire, I realized 
that the word authenticity has been in 
the back of my mind since our January 
luncheon. Along with our attendees, I 
enjoyed hearing our 2016 Nellie Award 
winner, Andrea Duffield, CEO of 
Mosaic Rehabilitation, share her 
thoughts and tips for "How to be a 
Strong Communicator in a "Man's" 

World." There were lots of "a-ha's" and inspirational moments. 
I've since heard from several members and guests that they 
have enjoyed sharing their takeaways-especially with their 
daughters and other young women.

My greatest take away-the desire to own the power of my 
authentic voice-is inspiring me to dig a little deeper. Where 
can I be more authentic in my communication and how I show 
up with my clients and even as President of WBO for 2017? I 
posted a note on my desk as a daily reminder to challenge 
and encourage me as I recommit to growing my business and 
serving my clients in my own, unique way. My note: My 
Vision, My Business, My Way... BE YOU.

I'm curious, when you think about your vision for your 
business, what inspires you to powerfully communicate your 
message? I'd love to hear from you!

Speaking of inspiration! It's the time of year to be thinking 
about the women business owners you know or do business 
with who inspire you. We are now seeking nominations and 
applications for the 2017 Nellie Cashman Woman Business 
Owner of the Year award. Here is a quick summary of the 
criteria:

• Current woman business owner with headquarters in 
Western Washington.



Thursday, Feb. 23
11:30 AM - 1:30 PM
Bellevue Location:
Maggiano's Little Italy
Speaker: Christine 
Haskell, Christine 
Haskell Consulting, LLC
Title: 8 Core Qualities of 
a Successful Business
Click for more 
information

WBO Seminar

Friday, March 31
2:00 PM - 5:00 PM
Microsoft Technology 
Center, 700 Bellevue 
Way NE, Floor 22 
Bellevue
Presenter: Nikki 
Rausch, Sales Maven
Title: Grow Your 
Business: Simple Secets 
for Effective Emails and 
Referrals
Click for more 
information

Women Business 
Owners was founded in 
1979 by a group of local 
women business owners 
seeking counsel, support 
and friendship from their 
peers. WBO propels 
women entrepreneurs to 
embrace their vision of 
success!

President:
Laurie Nichols
Courage to Confidence 
Coaching

President Elect:
Open Position

Past President:
Micheline Palmer
Palmer Construction and 
Remodel, LLC

• Primary responsibility for the financial performance of 
the business.

• Minimum of three employees.
• In operation for at least five years and owns greater 

than 50% equity ownership in the business.

On behalf of the WBO Board, I'd also like to remind our 
members how much we welcome your thoughts and input in 
our annual member survey. Have you filled yours out yet? I 
encourage you to fill it out and let us know what you are 
thinking! As a local, volunteer-based organization, we have a 
tremendous opportunity to shape the organization and grow 
together.

I look forward to seeing you at the February After Hours event 
at Oil and Vinegar, Bellevue Square on the 7th and the 
luncheon at Maggiano's in Bellevue on the 23rd!

Cheers to your Success,

Laurie Nichols
2017 President, Women Business Owners
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Nellie News

The 2017 Nellie Award Winner is...
Is it you or someone you know?

Nominations are open for the 2017 Award!
Send your nominations to nellie@womenbusinessowners.org

Become A Sapphire Sponsor
How can you lock in your Nellie VIP Reception and Gala 
Dinner Tickets AND spend only $100 for a whole year's worth 
of marketing visibility? Sign up for a Sapphire Sponsorship! 
This is an exclusive opportunity offered to WBO members, 
past WBO Presidents, former Nellie Finalists and former 
Nellie Award Winners. For just $325 the Sapphire 
Sponsorship includes: 

• 1 VIP Reception (face value $75)
• 1 Gala Dinner ticket (face value of $150)



Education Chair:
Skye McGinn
All Pro Webworks, LLC

Events Co-Chair:
Jill Nichols-Hicks
Isagenix

Events Co-Chair:
Hannah Pelley
Solutions for Impact, LLC

Marketing Co-Chair:
Anne Corning
CorningWorks LLC

Marketing Co-Chair:
Dawn Turlington
Car Camping for 
Urbanites 

Membership Chair:
Lisa Downs
DevelopmentWise 
Consulting

Nellie Cashman Co-
Chair:
Marta Cappa
Hall & Greenwood 
Wealth Management 
Group of Wells Fargo 
Advisors, LLC

Nellie Cashman Co-
Chair:
Lacey Jayne
Highly Anticipated

Secretary:
Jackie Ramirez
Windermere Real Estate

Sponsorship Chair:
Jennifer King
Somers Tamblyn King 
Isenhour Bleck PLLC

Treasurer:
Carey Homan, CPA, 
MAcc
Taxman.cc

Have something to 
contribute? 
Report your news here.

• Recognition in the printed Gala awards program and on 
screen during the event

• Listing on Sponsor page of WBO website 
• Recognition from the podium as a "Sapphire Sponsor" 

from the time you sign up through the 2017 calendar 
year!

• Sign up here!
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Welcome Aboard

Lisa Caruccio
Caruccio's
Opening in late summer of 2017, 
Caruccio's is a brand new, cutting edge 
culinary & wine event center to rent for 
private culinary and film events, 
corporate events, cooking classes, 
product launches and more.

Diana Clarke
Clarke Business Counsel, LLC
was formed in 2016 to provide 
exceptional HR Consulting Services, 
Executive Coaching, and Community 
Partnerships through quality service 
and products to diverse clients 
anywhere in the world. 

Cathy Clement
Rodan + Fields is one of the top 5 
premium skincare companies in the 
US. Founded by world-renowned 
dermatologists Dr. Katie Rodan and Dr. 
Kathy Fields. Rodan + Fields puts the 
power of dermatology-based skincare 
in your hands, using a highly effective 
social commerce business model. 

Leigh Spearin
Caliber Home Loans is one of the 
largest Mortgage Originators in the 
country, ranking #8 in total volume at 
$41B in 2016. We offer residential 
financing for single family properties, 
this includes a variety of loan products. 
Conventional, FHA, VA and Jumbo 
loans.

Jessica Vidican-Neisius
Morning Glory Chai is a delicious blend 
of Indian spices, Chinese tonic herbs, 
and fine teas. Lightly sweetened with 
pure Northwest clover honey and 
organic maple syrup, our brew has 
been a Seattle favorite for over 20 



Click hereto check The 
Wire's news reporting 
guidelines.

years. Try some at any PCC Market 
Deli!
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WBO News

WBO exists for its members. Tell us what we can do to 
better serve you!  
WBO's Annual Survey was sent to our members via email. If 
you are a current member and have not yet participated, take 
just 7 minutes and complete the survey right now!  SURVEY 
LINK

Plan now to attend WBO's first Seminar on March 31st:
Grow Your Business: Simple Secrets for Effective Emails 
& Referrals
Let go of hesitation and learn straightforward techniques to 
communicate with clients and prospects powerfully, with ease 
and authenticity. Speaker, coach, and best-selling author 
Nikki Rausch will teach participants how to:

• Stop wasting time sending emails that never get read 
or responded too

• Increase your overall email response rate significantly
• Move from email communication into actual 

conversations with prospects and clients
• Ask for referrals that lead to your ideal client(s)
• Raise your credibility and influence within your 

community/network
• Click here for more information and to register!

Our newest Eastside Business Building Group is off to a 
great start and momentum is growing! We have a few spaces 
open. If you are interested in finding out more, please contact 
Anne Hess. The next meeting is Monday, February 6th, from 
11:00 AM - 12:30 PM.
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Renewing Members

Carole Cancler
Caprine Consulting
Member Since: 2015

Laura Kleppe



GardenWorkz Landscape Design
Member Since: 2015
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Promotion Opportunities

WBO thanks Andrea Duffield, Anne Corning, Laura 
Kleppe, Jill Nichols-Hicks, and Deborah Peterson for 
generously donating door prizes at our January Luncheon. 
Andrea donated a trio of books from Vital Smarts, Anne 
donated a Winter Warm-up gift package, Laura donated 
flowering plants for spring planting, Jill donated an Isagenix 
wellness package, and Deborah donated a bottle of wine and 
savory almonds.

DONATE A DOOR PRIZE FOR GREAT PR! If you donate an 
item or service as a door prize for one of our luncheons, your 
business will be mentioned in The WIRE, at the luncheon 
podium, and on our website! To take advantage of this great 
opportunity, contact Yvonne Gitchel by the 1st of the month in 
which you wish to donate. 
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From our Sponsors

The Hall & Greenwood Wealth Management Group of 
Wells Fargo Advisors, LLC invites you and a guest to attend 
their educational workshop "For Women by Women: A Clear 
View to Retirement". This workshop will help you understand 
today's retirement reality, clarify how you define your desired 
future, and know what you can do to be prepared.

Date: Tuesday, March 14th
Time: 5:45 - 7:30pm
Location: King County Library System - Service Center, 960 
Newport Way NW, Issaquah, WA 98027
Complimentary beverages and snacks will be served.
Seating is limited. Please RSVP to Teri Deshler at 425-369-
5111 or teri.deshler@wfadvisors.com.

Presented by: 
Yvonne Hall, CFP®, CIMA®, Managing Director - 
Investments
Connie Greenwood, CFP®, MBA, ADPA®, First Vice 
President - Investment Officer
Marta Cappa, CFP®, CDFA®, Associate Vice President - 
Investments
Maegan Dornan, Financial Advisor

Women helping women and the people they care about 
succeed financially.



Securities and Insurance Products: _NOT FDIC Insured _NO Bank 
Guarantee _MAY Lose Value
Wells Fargo Advisors is a trade name used by Wells Fargo Clearing Services, 
LLC, Member SIPC, a registered broker-dealer and a separate nonbank
affiliate of Wells Fargo & Company.
©2016 Wells Fargo Clearing Services, LLC. All rights reserved. E6762A 
1216-04558
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From the Members

On January 12, 2017, Niki McKay's company Blue Danube 
Productions won the 2017 Best Technical Support Award at 
The Special Event in Long Beach, California. It was the 32nd 
annual Gala Awards competition hosted by Special Events
magazine, the premier industry publication, since 1986. For 
the 2017 Gala Awards, the magazine received entries in 34 
categories from nine countries: Australia, Canada, China, 
Germany, India, Ireland, Malaysia, the United Kingdom and 
the United States of America. Members of the Special Events 
magazine Advisory Board, made up of leaders in the event 
profession, reviewed all entries to determine the nominees 
and winners. Click here for a complete list of winners and here
for a complete list of nominees.

Hannah Pelley publicly launched her business, Solutions for 
Impact LLC on Jan 31, 2017.  After 18+ years in Fortune 100 
companies, she started it to have a larger impact by using her 
experience, passion and proven ability to empower business 
professionals to reach their full potential and goals.
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Get Involved

CALLING ALL VOLUNTEERS! Interested in volunteering to 
be on a committee or to help at an event? Let us know. Speak 
to any Board member or send an e-mail to Yvonne Gitchel.

LOOKING FOR SPEAKERS The Events Committee is 
seeking luncheon speakers for 2017. A speaker criteria form
is posted on the Women Business Owners website. If you 
know someone who you think would make a great luncheon 
speaker, please send an email to Jill Nichols-Hicks and 
Hannah Pelley, Events Co-Chairs. 

EDUCATION COMMITTEE Are you interested in hosting an 
Education Workshop? Apply here! This is a great way to use 



your area of expertise to educate fellow WBO members. We 
have several openings this year. 

TELL YOUR FRIENDS ABOUT WOMEN BUSINESS 
OWNERS! Be sure to share your association with Women 
Business Owners with your friends, acquaintances, clients 
and fellow business owners. Remember, if you bring a guest 
to one of our monthly luncheon meetings, you will be entered 
into a drawing at the luncheon for a great door prize. 

BUSINESS BUILDING GROUPS Would you like to get to 
know other women who are building their businesses? Now is 
the time to jump in and get connected. Business Building 
Groups are the place to receive and give ongoing support. 
BBG's are an excellent place to share ideas and plans with 
like-minded women. We have several groups based on 
location forming now including a small group support for large 
businesses. Please complete the online sign-up form to 
submit your request to join a group. Questions? contact Skye 
McGinn.

WOMEN BUSINESS OWNERS ON LINKEDIN We invite you 
to check out our Women Business Owners group on LinkedIn. 
With our events listings, discussions, opportunities to post job 
openings, news and marketing tools, we would like to 
encourage you to utilize this group more in 2017. Please join 
us at our LinkedIn group! 

WOMEN BUSINESS OWNERS ON FACEBOOK Click here
to "Like" the Women Business Owners fan page. Also, if you 
have a website or blog, you can put a "Like" Women Business 
Owners Button on your own website/blog. Our ID# is 
118510208183853. Let us know if you have a Facebook Fan 
Page and WBO will "like" you too!
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In the Spotlight

Hi, I'm Wendi Fischer, Executive 
Director of America's Foundation for 
Chess. We teach critical and creative 
thinking skills to 2nd and 3rd graders 
through the game of chess. Our 
program, First Move, is used in schools 
across the country. First Move works 
well because gender, race, socio-
economics, and language are all 

irrelevant when two people sit down to play chess. While 
chess is often thought of as a man's game, it's not! Girls need 
chess to develop the critical thinking skills needed to enter the 
workforce, especially in STEM fields (where women are 
under-represented). We all need to be thinkers!

Sue Vetter



Sue Vetter, DDS, PLLC
It's not just about teeth it's about all of 
you. We offer a higher level of care for 
those who care. I believe in the 
importance of relationships, the need 
for respect and gratitude, and patient 
empowerment. I love coming to work 
every day to make this statement real 

for our patients. I understand how the teeth, mouth and jaw 
work and how overall health & dental health are related 
including the emotional and intellectual aspects of our 
patients. If you are interested in patient centered health care 
give us an opportunity to be of service to you. My team of 
amazing women and I are looking forward to welcoming you 
to our practice. We are conveniently located on the Burke 
Gilman Trail right across the street from Gasworks Park in 
South Wallingford. 

Your Name Here?

Your Company Name Here?
Each month, we highlight two of our members in this section 
of the Wire. This is a special benefit given to members 
attending the previous month's luncheon. Two of them are 
chosen at random and given a chance to share information 
about themselves and their businesses with our Wire 
readers. 
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