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Let's Do Lunch
Tuesday, October 10th
11:30 AM - 1:00 PM
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More information

WBO Luncheon
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Bellevue Location:
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Bellevue
Speaker: Nicole Lux-
Ritchie, Luxcentric
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President's Message

Greetings!

How are you feeling about the start of 
the fall season? It always inspires me 
to get more focused on my plans for 
finishing the year strong. I love this 
thought from Steve Maraboli, "Action is 
the universal language of success." I 
invested resources - time and money - 
in August and September getting 
focused on what I want to accomplish 
before year end. This investment is 

already paying dividends as I feel energized and clear on 
what I want to accomplish in October and beyond. It's go time! 
How about you? Where are you ready to take action in your 
business?

The start of the fall season is a busy time for WBO! In 
September, we had a fantastic after hours Nellie Finalist 
mentoring event and a flurry of activity finalizing details for 
Nellie Gala on October 5. As I write this, I'm super excited for 
the big night - only three days away. Our gala co-chairs, Marta 
Cappa, Hall Greenwood Wealth Management Team and 
Lacey Jayne, Highly Anticipated have been working overtime 
to create a magical evening for our finalists and guests. I can't 
thank them enough. I hope you joined us for the big reveal 
and celebration all our finalists!

For our September luncheon we had a terrific presentation 
from Sarah Frink, CEO of Real Marketing Solutions. Sarah's 
talk, Social Media for Your Business, was filled with info we 
could use immediately. It was great to hear from many in 
attendance how much they learned. I know I had tons of notes 
and follow up actions. Thank you, Sarah for supporting WBO!

Want to get more involved with WBO? Do you have marketing 
or event planning experience you think WBO would benefit 
from? Joining the WBO board is a terrific way to serve our 
members, create lasting connections AND increase your 



email inbox to zero 
without missing anything!
More information

Women Business 
Owners was founded in 
1979 by a group of local 
women business owners 
seeking counsel, support 
and friendship from their 
peers. WBO propels 
women entrepreneurs to 
embrace their vision of 
success!
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visibility. We will be having a call for nominations later this 
month and there are a few positions open; President Elect for 
2018 and our two Nellie Chairs to name a few. Please 
nominate yourself or someone you think would be a great 
addition to the board. Thank you!

Cheers to your success!

Laurie Nichols
2017 President, Women Business Owners
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Nellie News

Congratulations to Vanessa Smith winner of the 2017 
Nellie Cashman Woman Business Owner of the Year 
Award!

And thank you to our Distinguished Finalists Margo 
Engberg, Jody Hall, Diana Naramore, and Lori Stutsman.

Vanessa Smith, the owner of Blue 
Ribbon Cooking, was born and 
raised to throw parties for a living. 
Growing up in a cooking school, 
she developed a love for helping 
people celebrate life's milestones. 
She launched into business 
ownership at the age of 23 and 
within three years was running a 
company with over 90 employees. 

Blue Ribbon now provides a vast 
variety of corporate team building 
cooking classes, custom catered 
events, all-inclusive weddings and 
kids summer camps. All activities 

are ingrained with a farm to table philosophy and the desire to 
bring folks back to the dining table. Blue Ribbon's catering and 
food philosophy has lead them to win multiple "Best of" 
citations including four awards from leading national wedding 
site The Knot. 

Smith believes in giving back to the community, and Blue 
Ribbon donates $140,000 per year in gift certificates to 
various causes and charity auctions, provides scholarships for 
kids to participate in cooking classes and learn about culinary 
careers, and serves holiday and other meals to homeless 
youth. 

About her participation in this year's Nellie Award process, 
she is inspired by the strength of female entrepreneurs 
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Wealth Management 
Group of Wells Fargo 
Advisors, LLC
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Chair:
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Have something to 
contribute? 
Report your news here.
Click hereto check The 
Wire's news reporting 
guidelines.

stretching back to Nellie Cashman herself. "I identify with 
Nellie's determination, hands-on leadership, and incredibly 
hard work ethic," says Smith. "She clearly relished and sought 
out life's adventures, and wasn't deterred by challenges - 
traits I see in today's women business owners as well."
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Welcome Aboard

Theodora Cornelia
Metropolist
My background in mortgage lending 
and home renovation for 30 years 
prepared me for my current career in 
Residential Real Estate. I love what I 
do and care about my clients.

Cindy Mueller
Mueller Consulting

Catherine Pierce leads executive level 
searches and business development 
for Washington Search Partners. She 
has over 30 years of diverse business 
management and management 
consulting with organizations ranging 
from start-ups and non-profits to multi-
national corporations.
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WBO News



SAVE THE DATE! WBO Annual Holiday Party, Tuesday 
December 12. Reconnect with all your WBO friends before 
year end and toast to new successes in 2018.
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Renewing Members

Laurie Cook
Wheelhouse Marketing Group
Member Since 2016

Lisa Fain
Vista Coaching
Member Since 2015

Robyn Grad
Washington Capital Management
Member Since 2015

Jodie Sarah Masiwchuk
Art by Jodie Sarah
Member Since 2016

Diana McDevitt
Hersman Serles Almond, PLLC
Member Since 2016

Susan Shoults
LegalShield
Member Since 2015



Linda Wilson

Sunrise Media
2007 Nellie Finalist
Member Since 2015
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Promotion Opportunities

WBO thanks Sarah Frink (our September luncheon 
speaker), Kim Burmester (our September luncheon 
sponsor), Yvonne Hall & Connie Greenwood, and Adrienne 

Miller for generously donating door prizes at our September 
luncheon. Sarah Frink, Real Marketing Solutions, donated a 
monthly membership group access and a free consultation; 
Kim Burmester, Atlas Workbase, donated a package of day 
passes; Yvonne Hall & Connie Greenwood, Hall & 
Greenwood Wealth Management Group of Wells Fargo 
Advisors, donated a Passport Dining card; and Adrienne 
Miller, Forever Care Services, donated a selection of home-
canned pickles.  

DONATE A DOOR PRIZE FOR GREAT PR! If you donate an 
item or service as a door prize for one of our luncheons, your 
business will be mentioned in The WIRE and at the luncheon 
podium! To take advantage of this great opportunity, contact 
Yvonne Gitchel by the 1st of the month in which you wish to 
donate. 
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From the Members

On Sept. 14, Lisa Caruccio hosted a grand opening for her 
new culinary event center, Caruccio's, a brand new state-of-
the-art event center. It can be booked for parties, corporate 
meetings and events, receptions or formal dinners, and can 
also serve as a photography venue. The full article is online in 
the Mercer Island Reporter. 
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Get Involved



CALLING ALL VOLUNTEERS! Interested in volunteering to 
be on a committee or to help at an event? Let us know. Speak 
to any Board member or send an e-mail to Yvonne Gitchel.

LOOKING FOR SPEAKERS The Events Committee is 
seeking luncheon speakers for 2018. A speaker criteria form
is posted on the Women Business Owners website. If you 
know someone who you think would make a great luncheon 
speaker, please send an email to Jill Nichols-Hicks and 
Hannah Pelley, Events Co-Chairs. 

EDUCATION COMMITTEE Are you interested in hosting an 
Education Workshop?  Apply here! This is a great way to use 
your area of expertise to educate fellow WBO members. We 
have several openings this year. 

TELL YOUR FRIENDS ABOUT WOMEN BUSINESS 

OWNERS! Be sure to share your association with Women 
Business Owners with your friends, acquaintances, clients 
and fellow business owners. Remember, if you bring a guest 
to one of our monthly luncheon meetings, you will be entered 
into a drawing at the luncheon for a great door prize. 

BUSINESS BUILDING GROUPS Would you like to get to 
know other women who are building their businesses? Now is 
the time to jump in and get connected. Business Building 
Groups are the place to receive and give ongoing support. 
BBG's are an excellent place to share ideas and plans with 
like-minded women. We have several groups based on 
location forming now including a small group support for large 
businesses. Please complete the online sign-up form to 
submit your request to join a group. Questions? contact Skye 
McGinn.

WOMEN BUSINESS OWNERS ON LINKEDIN We invite you 
to check out our Women Business Owners group on LinkedIn. 
With our events listings, discussions, opportunities to post job 
openings, news and marketing tools, we would like to 
encourage you to utilize this group more in 2017. Please join 
us at our LinkedIn group! 

WOMEN BUSINESS OWNERS ON FACEBOOK Click here
to "Like" the Women Business Owners fan page. Also, if you 
have a website or blog, you can put a "Like" Women Business 
Owners Button on your own website/blog. Our ID# is 
118510208183853. Let us know if you have a Facebook Fan 
Page and WBO will "like" you too!
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In the Spotlight

Marsha Evans
Prana Partners is a boutique, full-
service accounting firm. We provide 
virtual accounting teams to include a 
CFO, Controller, Bookkeeper, Tax 
Professional, or any combination 
thereof, to SMEs in variety of industries 
including Health & Wellness, 
Manufacturing/Distribution, Cannabis, 
Construction/Property Management. 
Prana's superpowers are listening, 
communication and the ability to 

effectively change tack in response to our client's needs. We 
believe in vision, planning, and forecasting. We believe that a 
give and take relationship with your accounting professional is 
imperative to keeping your business profitable. We chose 
"Prana" as our name to indicate the life and energy we strive 
to bring to each client.

Happy Fall Season! It's a time for 
strategic thinking and planning ...not 
only for 4th Quarter of this year, but 
also for the coming year: 2018! 

Hi. I'm Wendy Sloneker. As a certified 
SEO copywriter & content marketer, 
my focus is on messaging; specializing 
in both the crafting and implementation 

of website copy, social media marketing, case studies and 
email newsletters for small businesses.

Main offerings include: monthly planning workshops, an 
annual content planning program, plus writing and consulting 
services are available.

Skip the overwhelm, paralysis and guilt... let's plan & 
implement needed content to connect with your customers 
online!

Your Name Here?
Your Company Name Here?
Each month, we highlight two of our members in this section 
of the Wire. This is a special benefit given to members 
attending the previous month's luncheon. Two of them are 
chosen at random and given a chance to share information 
about themselves and their businesses with our Wire 
readers. 
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