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Calendar
After Hours
Tuesday, Jan. 9th
4:30 PM - 6:30 PM
Caruccio's, 2441 76th 
Ave SE, Suite 100, 
Mercer Island
Click for more 
information

Education Workshop
Wednesday, Jan. 17th
5:00 PM - 7:00 PM
Location: Divalani Style, 
16415 Southcenter 
Pkwy., Tukwila
Presenter: Annette 
Bond, Definitive Style by 
Annette Bond
Topic: How to Elevate 
and Express Your Best 

President's Message

Greetings!

Happy New Year!

As your 2018 WBO Board President, 
and fellow business owner, I'm excited 
to focus on setting goals, embracing 
new opportunities, and getting 
organized for the months to come, 

while also reflecting on the successes, challenges, and 
learning from the previous year. Being in the business of 
lifelong learning and continuous development, I look forward 
to working with all of you, and with our great Board members, 
on how WBO can continue to provide the best value for your 
membership. As you reflect on the past year, what is it that 
you would like to focus on in 2018? What would be of greatest 
value to you and your business? What's one step you can 
take now that will set you up for success?

WBO had a great 2017 with wonderful membership growth, 
engaging opportunities to connect with each other, and 
learning from experts, and our fellow members, through our 
monthly luncheons and education workshops. Speaking of 
which, I hope you will join us for our first After Hours event of 
2018 on Tuesday, January 9, hosted by WBO member Lisa 
Carrucio at her event space, Carrucio's, on Mercer Island. We 
also have a fun luncheon for you coming up on January 25 at 
Maggiano's in Bellevue with Vanessa Smith, the 2017 Nellie 
Cashman Woman Business Owner of the Year Award winner, 
who will share her top tips on working with, hiring, and 
attracting millennials as clients. It'd be great to see you!

Many thanks to Laurie Nichols for her leadership and 
dedication to WBO as the 2017 President. I'm incredibly 
grateful to Laurie for her support, guidance, humor, and 
investment in WBO's success. Thank you, Laurie! A big thank 
you as well to the outgoing Board members for your service 
and contributions.



Self. Become a Woman 
of Definitive Style.
Click for more 
information

WBO Luncheon
Thursday, Jan. 25th
11:30 AM - 1:30 PM
Bellevue Location:
Maggiano's Little Italy - 
Lincoln Square, 10455 
NE 8th St, Bellevue
Speaker:  Vanessa 
Smith, Blue Ribbon 
Cooking, 2017 Nellie 
Award Winner
Title: How to Capture 
Millennials as Clients 
and Hire Them as 
Employees
Click for more 
information

Let's Do Lunch
Tuesday, Jan. 30th
11:30 AM - 1:00 PM
Location: Palomino, 
1420 5th Ave. Seattle
Click for more 
information

Women Business 
Owners was founded in 
1979 by a group of local 
women business owners 
seeking counsel, support 
and friendship from their 
peers. WBO propels 
women entrepreneurs to 
embrace their vision of 
success!

President:
Lisa Downs
Downs Leadership

Past President:
Laurie Nichols
Next Chapter Vision 
Coaching

Education Chair:

It's an incredible honor to be able to serve you this year 
alongside amazing women and fellow entrepreneurs to build 
on WBO's success and deliver even more member value to 
you. 

Have a fabulous 2018!

Lisa Downs
2018 President, Women Business Owners
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WBO News

Follow the WBO Action on Social Media

Get the latest news and updates, see photos from our events, 
and be a part of the conversation about women in business 
and entrepreneurship - You're invited to follow WBO on social 
media:

 Facebook

 Twitter

 LinkedIn

 Instagram

And if you're a member or sponsor, we'll follow you too! 

WBO Alliance Partner Event

Professional Development: WUC Women in Business
Wednesday, January 31, 2018
Program begins at 6PM
Location: The Women's University Club, Seattle
Cost: $15.00
WBO Members can register by calling the Women's University 
Club at (206) 623-0402.

Meet five powerful women in business who are also Women's 
University Club (WUC) members. These successful career 
women will discuss their paths to leadership and the 
challenges and rewards met along the way. Click here for 
more details. 
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Renewing Members

Marie Gill
Modifi



Aubrey Armes
Awaken Your Greatness

Events Co-Chair:
Stacia Hofmann
Cornerpoint Law

Events Co-Chair:
Adrienne Miller
Forever Care Services

Marketing Chair:
Position Open

Membership Chair:
Brittany Gautreau
Clarity Capital Partners, 
LLC

Nellie Cashman Chair:
Position Open

Secretary:
Lauren Burgon
Law Office of Lauren 
Burgon PLLC

Sponsorship Chair:
Amy Barnes
Aldrich Wealth LP

Treasurer:
Carey Homan, CPA, 
MAcc

Have something to 
contribute? 
Report your news here.
Click hereto check The 
Wire's news reporting 
guidelines.

Member Since 2014

Hannah Pelley
Solutions for Impact
Member Since 2016
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Promotion Opportunities

DONATE A DOOR PRIZE FOR GREAT PR! If you donate an 
item or service as a door prize for one of our luncheons, your 
business will be mentioned in The WIRE and at the luncheon 
podium! To take advantage of this great opportunity, contact 
Yvonne Gitchel by the 1st of the month in which you wish to 
donate. 
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From the Members

Lisa Caruccio, Caruccio's, will be one of many local, 
trendsetting Women Chefs, Innovative Women Winemakers 
and Women Sommeliers participating in the NW Women 
Stars of Food & Wine on Sunday, February 11, 2018 from 
1:00 pm to 5:00 pm at the Columbia Tower Club in Seattle. 
The event benefits the Women's Funding Alliance, a local 
organization which envisions a world where all women and 
girls can live, lead and thrive. Click to learn more.

Hall & Greenwood Wealth Management Group is now the Hall 
Wealth Management Group of Wells Fargo Advisors. We all 
wish a happy retirement transition to Connie Greenwood. 
The group continues as a professional financial sounding 
board for people who value advice and prudent investment 
management. Yvonne Hall, Marta Cappa and Maegan 
Dornan look forward to continuing their involvement in WBO 
and supporting your lives and businesses.

Could you use an extra 10 hours in your week? Do you eat 
out or have food delivered more often than you would like? 
Are you eating healthy? Vineyard Catering is now offering 
Personal Chef Services. Healthy meals prepared weekly in 
your home and stored in your refrigerator. Service includes 
meal planning, grocery shopping, meal prep and cooking in 
your home. Meals prepared based on your dietary needs and 
personal preferences.



Holly Woodson is celebrating 4 months with a brick and 
mortar for Uplift Writing. Starting off holding tutoring sessions 
in her home, she's brought a beautiful space in Bryant to life in 
2017 with students working on reading, vocabulary, and the 
basics of critical analysis through literary works. Holly built 
Uplift Writing as a community tool to empower kids and their 
parents during a time when it was easy to feel otherwise. 
Uplift Writing is looking forward to continued success in 2018, 
rolling out new classes and mid-winter break camps. Uplift 
Writing Center in Bryant offers tutoring and enrichment in the 
language arts for students K-12. Our mission is to empower 
confident writers. Uplift coaches are passionate educators, 
experienced tutors, and expert writers and editors. They work 
with your child on literary studies, creative writing, academic 
writing, critical thinking, and public speaking.  
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Get Involved

CALLING ALL VOLUNTEERS! Interested in volunteering to 
be on a committee or to help at an event? Let us know. Speak 
to any Board member or send an e-mail to Yvonne Gitchel.

LOOKING FOR SPEAKERS The Events Committee is 
seeking luncheon speakers for 2018. A speaker criteria form
is posted on the Women Business Owners website. If you 
know someone who you think would make a great luncheon 
speaker, please send an email to Stacia Hofmann and 
Adrienne Miller, Events Co-Chairs. 

EDUCATION COMMITTEE Are you interested in hosting an 
Education Workshop?  Apply here! This is a great way to use 
your area of expertise to educate fellow WBO members. We 
have several openings this year. 

TELL YOUR FRIENDS ABOUT WOMEN BUSINESS 
OWNERS! Be sure to share your association with Women 
Business Owners with your friends, acquaintances, clients 
and fellow business owners. Remember, if you bring a guest 
to one of our monthly luncheon meetings, you will be entered 
into a drawing at the luncheon for a great door prize. 

BUSINESS BUILDING GROUPS Would you like to get to 
know other women who are building their businesses? Now is 
the time to jump in and get connected. Business Building 
Groups are the place to receive and give ongoing support. 
BBG's are an excellent place to share ideas and plans with 



like-minded women. Please complete the online sign-up form
to submit your request to join a group. Questions? 
contact Aubrey Armes.

WOMEN BUSINESS OWNERS ON LINKEDIN We invite you 
to check out our Women Business Owners group on LinkedIn. 
With our events listings, discussions, opportunities to post job 
openings, news and marketing tools, we would like to 
encourage you to utilize this group more in 2018. Please join 
us at our LinkedIn group! 

WOMEN BUSINESS OWNERS ON FACEBOOK Click here
to "Like" the Women Business Owners fan page. Also, if you 
have a website or blog, you can put a "Like" Women Business 
Owners Button on your own website/blog. Our ID# is 
118510208183853. Let us know if you have a Facebook Fan 
Page and WBO will "like" you too!
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In the Spotlight

Kimberly Guadalupe
Morgan Handyman & Remodel 
Services was founded to ensure and 
maximize our client's investment 
objectives and to provide the kind of 
Maintenance Services that are lacking 
in the communities we serve. Morgan 
Maintenance Services has an 
extensive background in Property 

Management and the Real Estate industry. Our specialties 
include daily maintenance, unit turns, inspection repairs and 
property remodels.We encourage you to investigate what so 
many have already found to be the most comprehensive and 
trustworthy Maintenance Services Company available. 

Who does your marketing? As a 
business owner, you're concerned 
about costs, you're super busy running 
a company, and then there's marketing 
to do! It's like the wild west out there so 
what's the best marketing move? First 
look at the costs/benefits of your 
marketing efforts. Do you have a solid 
idea of how much you should be 

paying to acquire a customer? Do you know the best platform 
to reach them? If you haven't done the math, you're probably 
missing opportunities or paying too much. 

Kate O'Neil from Social Sky Consulting is a digital marketing 
expert with 15 years experience helping Fortune 100 
companies, small businesses, and solopreneurs. She can get 
your marketing on track at a reasonable price. She can also 



coach your staff to do your marketing the right way. No 
retainer required and WBO members get a $25/hr discount.

If you're using any digital marketing -- website, social media, 
etc. -- you need to have a solid plan and stay current with 
trends in an ever-changing landscape. Kate can help you 
navigate the twists and turns. Sure, she can offer services and 
referrals, but her low-cost/high-benefit marketing coaching 
can point you in the right direction in fairly short order.
Direct line: 425-749-8818

Your Name Here?

Your Company Name Here?
Each month, we highlight two of our members in this section 
of the Wire. This is a special benefit given to members 
attending the previous month's luncheon. Two of them are 
chosen at random and given a chance to share information 
about themselves and their businesses with our Wire 
readers. 
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